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Safe-injection sites too effective to shoot down 


Harper and the Conservatives have avoided the issue of drug clinics so far, but as Insite’ trial run 
draws to a close, the time has never been better for the government to take a stance 


ADAM 
GAUMONT 


Let’s make one thing clear: Safe- or 
Supervised-Injection Sites _(SISs), 
clinics where drug addicts inject 
themselves with narcotics under the 
supervision of health care profession- 
als, are illegal in Canada. Their very 
existence violates our country’s drug 
laws, and the only reason Vancouver’s 
Insite clinic—the only one of its kind 
in North America—exists is due to a 
temporary exemption implemented 
(under Section 56 of the Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act, in case 
youre interested) by then-PM Paul 
Martin and his Liberal government. 
This three-year trial run expires 
next month, and the pressure is now 
on Stephen Harper’s Conservative gov- 
ernment to decide whether to allow 
clinics such as Insite to operate. 
Harper made his position clear 
on this issue when he was elected 
back in 
cally opposed” to the idea of SISs, 
wait until evidence of the 
site’s effectiveness was gathered before 


anuary: he’s “philosophi- 


but would 


making a final decision. 

This was and is a very reasonable 
position; in fact, even if Harper was 
philosophically in favour of SISs, he 
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ought to have done the same thing, 
for it’s the solemn responsibility of 
our policymakers to gather as much 
valid, empirical data as possible before 
making such an important and prec- 
edent-setting decision. 

There are several criticisms of SISs 
that typically get hauled out: that they 
promote drug use, that they encour- 
age dependence, that they increase 
crime in the neighbourhoods in which 
they’re situated, that they simply don’t 
work—and, by extension, a waste of 
taxpayers’ money, that cardinal gov- 
ernmental sin. Without studying it 
any further, then, many would likely 
agree with Harper’s stance on this 
issue. 

The studies have been done, how- 
ever, and the evidence overwhelm- 
ingly indicates that Insite is effective, 
not only in the prevention of infection 
among users, but also in helping free 
users from addiction altogether. SISs 
offer clean needles for users, unlike 
the dirty, HIV-infected needles found 
on the streets; these clinics also offer 
nurses and doctors who provide med- 
ical services, as well as counsellors 
that guide addicts toward recovery. In 
other words, SISs don’t promote drug 
use; rather, they promote clean, safe 
use for addicts and encourage them to 
recover and kick the habit. 

Numerous studies have been con- 
ducted both by outside research- 
ers and within the Vancouver clinic 
itself} including a report released last 
week conducted by the BC Centre 
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for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, which 
found that “three-quarters of Insite 
users report the facility has positively 
changed their injecting behaviour.” 
Local governments and police, the 
RCMP, and former addicts alike all 
attest to the progress made. 

Despite this seemingly irrefutable 
evidence, Harper and his Conservatives 
have remained stubbornly silent on 
the issue, even despite earlier prom- 
ises to make their position clear by the 
end of the recent International AIDS 
conference held earlier this month 
in Toronto—an event which our PM 
notoriously failed to attend. 

Instead, Harper later defended his 
absence, pointing out correctly that 
he can’t accept every invitation 
he’s offered, and that he wasn’t 
going to comment on the issue 
while it was “so politicized.” 

He’s damn right it’s politi- 
cized—isn’t politics what he 
does for a living? 

To be fair, Federal Health 
Minister Tony Clement was in 
attendance, and pragmatically speak- 
ing, it’s probably better to have a real 
ive bureaucrat there than a_politi- 
cal figurehead. But we all know the 
influence figureheads have on public 
perception, and in this sense, Harper’s 
snubbing of the conference doesn’t 
bode well for his government’s still- 
to-be-announced position on SISs like 
Insite. 

That the Conservatives have their 
heads deep below the sand on this 
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issue is obvious; the question is 
whether they will extract themselves 
from their igneous ignorance in 
time to save Insite’s from expir- 
ing—and maybe even sanction 
the development of some new 
clinics around the country 
while they’re at it. 

You may that 
there were calls here in 
Edmonton for a SIS 
of our own sev- 
eral years ago; 


recall 


in fact, as 
recently as 
this year, Mayor 
Stephen Mandel 
has gone on the 
record as condoning 
such an endeavour. Aside from 
Vancouver’s Insite, plans are also in 
the works in Canada’s two other larg- 
est urban centres—Montreal and 
Toronto—to institute SISs. 
Notsurprisingly, this M-T-V triadalso 
represents the only major metropoli in 
Canada that don’t have a single elected 
Conservative MP. This 
shows the deep divide between our 
country’s Liberals and Conservatives 
(both lower-case and upper), 
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but it’s on admittedly divi- 

sive issues like this one that we 

need to come together and do the 
right—if not the most ideal—thing. 

Even if it goes against one’s 
beliefs—religious, social or oth- 
erwise—sometimes you have to 
choose the lesser of the two evils. In 
this case, it’s tolerance of hard-drug 
use in exchange for increased public 
safety, lowered HIV-infection rates, 
and the reduction of addicts and users 
in our country’s most drug-addled 
neighbourhoods. Seems like a pretty 
clear-cut choice to me. 

But this isn’t a simplistic issue, and 
no one—our elected government 
least among them—can afford to take 
an ideological position here. Ignoring 
the effectiveness of SISs has the same 
effect as pretending that the prob- 
lem doesn’t exist, and going directly 
against proven science is hopefully a 
relic of the past. 
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Canadian goverment not aiding 
enough in global fight against HIV 


JESSICA 
WARREN 


a 


Despite the travel havoc that many 
encountered due to the recently dis- 
covered London terrorist plot, over 
20 000 delegates from around the world 
attended the XVI International AIDS 
Conference in Toronto this August. 

Much was also made over who 
wasn't there: criticism was par- 
ticularly sharp over Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s failure to attend, as 
it was for his government’s reneging 
on their promise to “make Canada 
proud” of an AIDS donation pack- 
age that was in fact never announced. 
All the while, a seemingly endless 
number of stories were hurled at us 
from newspapers and _ televisions 
around the world about AIDS in 
Africa, AIDS in Canada, and the ways 
in which it affects us all. 

The progression ofand end to this con- 
ference offered a stark contrast between 
the separation between the grassroots 
AIDS movement and our government’s 
position on the pandemic. 

While the Globe and Mail had 
daily coverage of both the confer- 
ence itself and AIDS issues in general, 
and as thousands of people marched 
through downtown Toronto on 
14 August to the slogan “women’s 
rights are human rights,” the Canadian 
government sidestepped questions 
asking for an announcement that 
Canada would bolster contributions to 
the Global Fund for the fight against 
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. 


Meanwhile, Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) are calling for 
fair-trade rules that will help provide 
life-extending drugs to those infected 
in developing countries. Though not 
cures, these drugs would give HIV- 
positive people more years and allow 
them to continue working, making 
money and having a meaningful role in 
the development of their society. Why 
then, with such effort on the part of 
NGOs and professional lobbyists, does 
our government remain silent? 


The progression of and 
end to this conference 
offered a stark 
contrast between the 
separation between 
the grassroots AIDS 
movement and our 
government's position 
on the pandemic 


AIDS is a worldwide problem. 
Its spread is fueled by ignorance— 
especially of its underlying causes. 
Causes such as poverty and “sub- 
terranean racism” (as outgoing UN 
Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa 
Stephen Lewis describes it) on the 
part of Western governments and 
people, one which allows for a fatal- 
istic attitude to pervade opinions on 
the inevitability of the AIDS problem 
in Africa and Asia. 

Its spread is also fuelled by myth, 
such as that AIDS is the disease of 
homosexuals, and that to have HIV is 
an immediate death sentence. 

Despite this ignorance, steps can 


be taken to help the scourge of a dis- 
ease that has left 22 million children 
orphaned in sub-Saharan Africa, tens 
of millions around the world stigma- 
tized and alone, and which has low- 
ered the general standard of living for 
millions more around the globe. 

The cancellation of foreign debts, 
for example, allows countries to 
devote more of their resources to 
domestic issues such as health care. 
This is exactly what Zambia has done 
since its debt was cancelled this year, 
and health care is now free to every- 
one living in rural areas in that coun- 
try. Greater support of the Global Fund 
will help the development of usable 
microbicides—¢gels or creams that can 
be applied to the vagina or anus and 
protect the user from infection. 

Public education campaigns that 
serve to counter the stigma of the 
disease in high-prevalence countries, 
along with campaigns here in Canada 
that focus on our role in the progress 
of the disease, are integral to the suc- 
cess of new programs and locally-based 
initiatives focused on testing and treat- 
ment of the disease—not to mention 
people’s general understanding of it. 

Addressing this problem now will 
save millions of lives and dollars in the 
future. NGOs worldwide already rec- 
ognize this and have grouped together 
both locally and internationally, thanks 
in part to the International AIDS 
Conferences held every second year. 

However, our own government’s 
lack of commitment to addressing this 
issue, whether it stems from the “polit- 
icization” of an inherently political 
subject or a real prejudice against the 
concept of AIDS, only takes away from 
the effort needed to make preventing 
and ending the AIDS crisis a reality in 
our increasingly integrated world. 


West turned deaf ear to Middle-East 


“The death toll rose: thousands of civilians killed, 
with only dozens of confirmed guerilla deaths. I 
learned from a friend that the son of'a store-owner 
on Whyte Avenue was in the Beirut airport when it 
was bombed. We turned the music up. We kept our 
earplugs in. We looked for other places to cut.” 


MATTHEW 
BARRETT 


I was at my summer job, working for 
the small town I grew up in, when the 
first bombs fell on Beirut. I was one- 
fifth of a grass-cutting crew, overqual- 
ified and under-managed. We were 
all students—those of us that didn’t 
already go to the University of Alberta 
were starting their first semester here 
this fall. 

I was wearing a harness for the weed 
whacker when the first power plant 
was destroyed; a pair of scratched 
safety glasses that smelled like beer 
when roads and bridges began to dis- 
appear in fire and smoke. 

I had bullet-shaped earplugs in my 
ears to take the edge off the noise, 
to make the motor’s roar sound dis- 
tant and far away, when craters were 
punched into the tarmac of the Beirut 
airport. It was like this for weeks. I cut 
grass, and bombs fell. 

In less than a month, the Lebanese 
infrastructure was torn apart. 
According to Fadl Shalak, head of 
Lebanon’s Council for Development 
and Reconstruction, the damage 
incurred by Israeli attacks amounted 
to US $3.5 billion, over half of which 
accounted for the destruction of 
Lebanese homes. 

Throughout all this, the West was 


quiet, earplugs jammed too far in to 
notice, too busy watching the grass 
cord spin at the end of the weed- 
whacker to intervene. 

Israel called us on it, stating that 
since no world power had told them 
to stop, we'd effectively given them 
the green light to continue. 

Tt didn’t matter that the closest coun- 
tries to the conflict—Syria and Iran— 
had urged the signing of a ceasefire 
just days before. Nor did it matter that 
Condoleeza Rice—one of the most 
hawkish members of one of the most 
hawkish American governments in 
history—had done the same. 

Eventually, we started running out 
of places to mow, out of excuses not 
to take out our earplugs. We ended up 
painting the local arena from top to 
bottom twice over, with the speaker 
system cranked so loud that we 
couldn’t even think. 

The death toll rose: thousands of 
civilians killed, with only dozens of 
confirmed guerilla deaths. I learned 
from a friend that the son of a store- 
owner on Whyte Avenue was in the 
Beirut airport when it was bombed. 

We turned the music up. We kept 
our earplugs in. We looked for other 
places to cut. 


Summer was almost over. I quit 
my job six days after UN Resolution 
1701 called for an end to the war, 
the same week Israeli commandos 
participated in a raid in the Bekaa 
Valley, already violating the terms 
of this fragile ceasefire. | remember 
coming home and throwing the last 
of my bullet-shaped earplugs into the 
garbage, watching them expand back 
to their original shape as they fell to 
the bottom. 

In the coming weeks, Hezbollah 
would pledge to give US $12 000 in 
aid to each Lebanese family that had 
their home destroyed, effectively 
guaranteeing generations of support- 
ers; American President George Bush 
would link Hezbollah to the recent 
apprehensions in London; rumours 
would surface that the last payload 
dropped on southern Lebanon con- 
tained US-made cluster bombs. 

But never mind that the use of these 
weapons violates agreements between 
Israel and the United States regard- 
ing their use, and that the US State 
Department is launching an investiga- 
tion into the matter. Because we, North 
America and the Western world, aren’t 
listening. Our earplugs are in. We need 
to find more grass to cut. 
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Mondays 
Drink The Bar Dry Karaoke w/ $2.25 Highballs starts at 9pm 


Tuesdays 
$1.00 Tacos (beef or chicken) 
$3.00 Coronas & Negra Modelo starts at 5pm 
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15cent Wings & $4.50 Big Rock Pints starts at 59m 


Thursdays 
Salsa and The City 
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Live Cover Bands & Resident DJ starts at 99m 
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Live Indie Bands & Resident DJ starts at 99m 
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Fall Term 2006 
Registration Deadline 


The deadline for course changes using Bear Tracks is 


Midnight, September 19, 2006 


Make sure you know... 


Your Bear Tracks LOGIN ID and PASSWORD — you need them to access web 
registration. 


They are particularly important when registration deadlines approach, as no special 
consideration will be given if a student cannot add or delete a class by the 
deadline because they have forgotten their password. 


You can set up your ‘Forgotten Password Hint’ once you have activated your 
Campus Computing ID and University e-mail address. Refer to the Bear Tracks 
User Guide at www. registrar. ualberta.ca/beartracks for detailed Bear Tracks 
guidance. 


Classes closed to Web Registration: 


If Department consent/permission is required to add a class that is closed to web 
registration, you must submit your request to the Department well in advance of the 
deadline. Campus offices are not open after regular office hours. 


<> Bear Tracks Hours of Operation: 
(9 3 
ee Familiarize yourself with Bear Tracks Hours of Operation at 


www.registrar.ualberta.ca/beartracks. 


NO APPEALS for registration changes after the deadline will be considered. 
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Note: I's your responsibility to safeguard your ID and password. 
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Face the facts, parents: your kids are fat 


Canada’s growing childhood obesity epidemic starts and ends at home 


RAMIN 
OSTAD 


One of my goals over the summer 
holiday—aside from watching the 
new Battlestar Galactica and finish- 
ing Final Fantasy 9, of course—was to 
shave off a few pounds. After stuffing 
myself during finals in April, I found 
that I had gained a little more weight 
than I had anticipated. 

So, like the many other poor, flabby 
souls who attempt to meet the ideal of 
physical fitness shoved into our brains 
through the pneumatic boob tube, 
I joined a gym. As I sweat away the 
pounds along with most of my feel- 
ings of self-worth, I swore to myself 
that I would never let my children 
suffer like me. They would live a 
healthy lifestyle, and I would start 
them on it early. 

At least, the Canadian Medical 
Association (CMA) seems to think it’s 
a good idea. In its recently released 
annual report card on health care in 
Canada, they found that while only 
nine per cent of Canadian parents 
thought their own children were 
overweight, Statistics Canada showed 
it to be about 26 per cent. It also 
showed that while 40 per cent of par- 


ents believed their own children to 
be in perfect health, almost all par- 
ents surveyed supported initiatives 
designed to improve children’s health 
and activity levels—initiatives such 
as tax deductions for money spent on 
sports programs, compulsory physi- 
cal activity in schools, tax breaks on 
healthy foods and even a higher tax on 
junk food itself. 

These are all good ideas, and I’ll be 
the first to attest how ineffective the 
school system can be when it comes 
to teaching children important life 
lessons. Providing tax deductions for 
sports programs is smart, since sports 
equipment alone can cost hundreds. 


A large portion of them 
refuse to admit that 
their children are large- 
yet-not-in-charge... 


The more you look at these initia- 
tives, however, the more you realize 
that they ignore an important discov- 
ery made in the CMA’s report card: 
parents have no sense of accountabil- 
ity. Not only doa large portion of them 
refuse to admit that their children are 
large-yet-not-in-charge, an even larger 
portion believe that “the system” 
should be doing the work for them. 

It probably doesn’t help that a group 
of researchers in California, based on 


research from one of the U of A’s own, 
have now developed an obesity vac- 
cine designed to attack the hormone 
ghrelin, which helps your body store 
fat. Don’t get me wrong: if this vaccine 
does in fact work, I’m sure it will be 
very useful for people with legitimate 
medical conditions. 

However, I’m also fairly certain that 
it will be requested by lazy parents 
who want to fix little Augustus’ weight 
problem without forcing him to stop 
eating Gloop. Before parents are given 
these luxuries, shouldn’t they prove 
that they're doing more than trying to 
get a free ride? 

In no way am I saying that keeping 
yourself fit is an easy gig—especially 
when my daily cardio routine involves 
going from floor to floor between my 
computer and my Playstation. But kids 
are an even greater challenge, and 
while clichéd, just getting them to eat 
their vegetables can produce disas- 
trous effects. 

But before any of that can change, 
parents need to realize that admit- 
ting to the problem is the first step, 
and that maybe their kids aren’t in 
the same shape that their 
them. Relying on schools and medi- 
cine to fix your kid’s eating disorders 
isn’t going to do anything but give you 
a vague sense of guilt relief, and only 
when parents decide to trim off some 
of their own false perceptions will 
their eight-year-old’s love handles go 
with them. 
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A rotten roommate can spoil your year 


TIM 
PEPPIN 


Well, my young whelps, here you are, 
wearing crisp, clean undergarments 
which, for the first time in what you 
no doubt consider an impressive and 
wisdom-engendering 18 years, you 
have purchased yourself: 

You're feeling overawed by what 
you no doubt consider an expansive 
and splendorous campus, each build- 
ing replete with burgeoning intellects 
and wise, white-haired professors 


| practically tripping over themselves 


in their eagerness to teach classes, 
grade papers and engage in under- 
graduate debate. 

Youre reading your university’s 
illustrious student newspaper, which, 
because of its tasteful and professional 
layout and colourful cover photo, you 
no doubt consider an organ for debate 
and the exchange of ideas of the great- 
est importance. You'll find out soon 
enough that this entirely not the 
case—probably before you even get 
to the comics section, assuming you 
haven't turned there first. 

And I'll be happy to be the one to 
tell you. It will be a shock to learn 
that the majority of your peers read 
at an eighth-grade level; that, were 
you to have a seizure in class your 
professor would not only do noth- 
ing to help you, but would secretly 
harbour hope that you die; and that, 
despite the visualization and the pep- 
talk you gave yourself beforehand, 
after having seated yourself in front 
of your first midterm, you shit your 
pants. That’s part of university, and 
part of growing up. Apparently it 
happens every yeat. 


“There are lots of ways in which a roommate can be 
bad. One of the worst ways is for them to be socially 
inept. On the surface, this may not seem so awful. 
You may think that you can take this confused 
young pup and show it the ropes. After all, that’s 


what Jesus would do.” 


These things are fleeting—practically 
inconsequential. Classmates, profes- 
sors, underpants: they’re all transient. 
What you will be stuck with, however, 
are your roommates. 

Diligent little knowledge-beavers 
that you are, you're probably read- 
ing this a few days before the start of 
classes, perhaps picking up your text- 
books. I hope so. That means there’s 
still time. Take it from me: if you have 
a bad roommate already, or you know 
one’s moving in, move. 

There are lots of ways in which a 
roommate can be bad. One of the 
worst ways is for them to be socially 
inept. On the surface, this may not 
seem so awful. You may think that 
you can take this confused young pup 
and show it the ropes. After all, that’s 
what Jesus would do. 

However, this kind of roommate, 
particularly if it’s their first time away 
from home, will often use those in 
the house as a sort of surrogate family. 
You'll be furnished with unwanted 
details of their various emotional 
crises and health problems, relied 
upon to provide entertainment, and 
will awkwardly attempt to comfort 
them when they inevitably cry over 
what, toa normal adult, would seema 
trifling setback. 

Abad roommate may play bad music 
loudly; they may play video games 
even more loudly, neglecting entirely 
the wonders of the “line out” port on 
their computers. They may shower 
until the tank runs cold, and then 
masturbate with your conditioner, 
trusting—wrongly—in the combined 


powers of gravity and moving water 
to dispose of the evidence. 

Some bad roommates will drink too 
much and vomit in the house. Some 
will steal your food. Some bad room- 
mates are too uptight to be any fun, and 
some think that eating gross things in 
front of other people will make them 
the Mayor of Awesometown. 

Because, as you'll soon find out, at 
university you typically get a single 
specific example to illustrate a gen- 
eral principle, let’s look at why one 
of my roommates was bad. We'll call 
him Steve, because that was his name. 
Today, on the one-year anniversary of 
having moved into this house, perhaps 
as a perverse means of celebration, I 
cleaned our fridge. 

In it, tucked happily into a top- 
shelf corner, undisturbed for months, 
was a red pepper, its surface covered 
over with a pillowy, mottled blan- 
ket of fungus. Steve's. On the middle 
shelf, cowering behind a bulwark of 
expired plum sauce, decomposing 
fish, and long-expired milk (mine, 
I must admit), was a carton of eggs. 
Expiration date: 30 September. 2005. 
Steve's. In the freezer, an opened pack- 
age of ham, the exposed meat freezer- 
burned so badly that it had turned 
white and was cracking, like flaking 
diseased skin. Steve's. 

Needless to say, I finally kicked his 
ass to the curb. I sincerely hope you 
don’t make the same mistakes I did, 
because Steve was a horrible room- 
mate who ruined an entire year of 
my life. And that was easily the worst 
omelette I’ve ever eaten. 
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SU politics: nothing else matters 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


From the moment you set foot on 
campus as a student for the first time 
until the end of your first semester 
(and beyond if you too are blessed 
with neurotic parents), cautionary 
tales about university life abound. 

From being told to do all your read- 
ings, to worrying about the “Freshman 
15,” to keeping your grades up and 
not throttling your roommate before 
thanksgiving, some truly important 
advice about being a student—such 
as getting involved in non-academic 
groups—gets lost. 

Eventually you'll get a handle on 
what's truly important to being a stu- 
dent, like those dates on your syllabi or 
playing foosball all night. This likely 
wont include following the Students’ 
Union and at Students’ Council—and 
that’s a terrible mistake to make. 

Sure, the SU and Council aren’t as fun 
as playing foosball, but the issues they 
deal with will likely affect you much 
more. From getting the add/drop 
deadline extended to making campus 
bars smoke-free, the SU has already 


Look up. 


changed many of the facts of under- 
graduate life in the last few years. 

This should come as no surprise, 
given its ability to tax students, act as 
their sole official representative with 
the Administration and have a $10 
million budget. They also run SUB 
and the many services and businesses 
inside, and generally make decisions 
that impact all students. 

While these facts might 
instantly capture your attention, they 
should at least dispel any notion that 
the University’s SU is the same as the 
one that put on dances at your high 
school. This is one whose work may 
eventually compel all students to pay 
upwards of $80 per term for a bus 
pass or buy into a health plan. This is 
the one that played a key role in pre- 
venting the University from having 
students pay extra fees for new build- 
ings, getting screwed by changes to 
degree programs and having extra 
fees tacked on to an already heavy 
tuition load. 


not 


These issues all have been debated 
and voted on by Students’ Council 
and the general student population 
in the last four years, and are just a 
sample of the kinds of issues that will 
undoubtedly surface during your time 
on campus—any one of which could 
potentially add hundreds of dollars 
to the cost of your university degree. 
However, unlike the psychotic room- 


Look WAY up._ 


to the 8rd floor of SUB, where the 
Gateway Opinion meeting will be at 


4pm on Thursday. 


You'll find one little chair for one of you, 
~a bigger chair for two more to curl up in, 

and for somcone who likes to rock, 

a rocking chair in the middle. 
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mate that you somehow wound up 
with, dealing with the SU is fairly easy 
and can make your entire term as a 
student more enjoyable. 

As an organization—or, more accu- 
rately, a level of government—put 
together for and by students, it’s not 
too much to ask other students to at 
least keep an eye on what your $15.68 
SU fee per term is being spent on. All 
it takes is a look at this newspaper, the 
SU website or a conversation with a 
student councillor to find out what’s 
happening with your government. 
For only a few minutes a month, you 
can be up-to-date as to what’s going 
on and what issues (like the afore- 
mentioned bus pass) that you may be 
asked to vote on in the election. 

While following the SU might 
not be as enticing as a frat-house 
toga party, it’s an important part of 
being a student nevertheless. Ignore 
the SU and what it does, and you 
(or rather those neurotic parents of 
yours) might soon find a surcharge 
for campus toilet use imbedded in 
your tuition—or, even worse, you 
might find yourself having to spend 
an extra year on campus thanks to 
unannounced changes to your degree 
requirements. In other words, the 
kinds of issues that are just as press- 
ing as that growing pile of books 
to be read or the few extra pounds 
youre trying to sweat out. 


OPINION 13 


The resolution revolution is nigh 


DEREK 
LARSON 


Some people make New Year's resolu- 
tions on | January. I make mine in the 
first week of September. 

Every year is the same. I always tell 
myself that this year will be different, 
that this year [’ll accomplish all of my 
goals: get in shape, make the Dean’s 
List, pick up a gorgeous babe, take in 
an Oilers game, single-handedly lower 
tuition and improve campus food. So 
far: well, nothing. 

I blame high school. I did every- 
thing: sports, academics, students’ 
council, drama, youth group, student 
paper, award trips, parties, movies, 
etc. I burned out. I had so much on 


my plate that I choked on dessert. By 
the time graduation hit, I didn’t care 
about any of it anymore. I just wanted 
it to be over. 

I started university telling myself 
that things would be different. 
Academics were suddenly most 
important—this was my future, and 
I couldn’t blow it. I was going cold 
turkey on extracurricular activities 
until I knew I could handle them 
along with coursework. 


U of A 
Electronic Communications Policy 


The University has approved an Electronic Communications Policy 
for Students and Applicants. 


After that wasted year, I gradually 
started doing more stuff. I joined clubs 
on campus, started organizing events 
in residence, and volunteered for 
numerous activities. | might not have 
accomplished my New Year's resolu- 
tions, but by golly, I did my best, and 
I improved too. 

And now here I am, a fourth-year 
student, eight months away from a 
BSc, and feebly trying to impart some 
sparks of wisdom and experience to 
those who may not feel they should 
simply grab campus life by the scro- 
tum and squeeze it for all it’s worth. 

To quote Aristotle, “Young people 
are in a condition like permanent 
intoxication.” He may well have been 
right, but I encourage everyone to 
sober up, get interested in something, 
and actually gain some experiences. 
University can be full of them, and 
now’s the best time to jump in head 
first and see how deep the water is 
when you get there. 

After all, there are still eight 
months until you have to figure out 
how well you have to do on your 
finals so you don’t fail out of univer- 
sity. Until then, get interested—and 
maybe you'll become a little more 
interesting yourself. 

That’s my little spark of wisdom, 
use it as you will. My only hope is 
that it saves you from making New 
Year’s resolutions. They don’t work 
anyway—believe me, I know. 


See the full policy: www.registrar.ualberta.ca/ecommunications 


When appropriate, the University will send you important information 
through e-mail. As a result, you will receive this information in a timely 
way and can follow up promptly. 


Key Points Regarding Electronic Communications: 


> Check your e-mail at least once a week. 
All students and applicants are assigned a University of Alberta Campus Computing ID 
(CCID) with e-mail privileges. The ‘CCID @ualberta.ca’ e-mail address originally assigned by 
the University is the e-mail address to which communications will be sent. 


> See the Academic Information and Communication Technologies (AICT) website at 
www.ualberta.ca/AICT for detailed information on CCIDs, conditions of use and 
related privileges. 


You must advise AICT immediately of any problems encountered with 
University e-mail accounts by contacting the Help Desk at www.ualberta.ca/HELP 
or calling (780) 492-9400. 


> We recommend that you do not forward your University directed e-mail to other 
non-University e-mail addresses such as those provided by Hotmail, Yahoo, Shaw, Telus, 
etc. You could miss important communications that may affect your University career. 


Failure to receive or read University communications sent to the 
University e-mail address in a timely manner does not absolve students 
and applicants from knowing, responding to or complying with the 
content of that communication. 


This Policy affects you! Check the details! 
www.registrar.ualberta.ca/ecommunications 
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Campus building towards the future | Good luck, my little peanuts 


Growing up is for adults; stay young while you can 


PHIL 
HEAD 


In the near future, the buildings 
known as V-wing and Physics will 
be no more. Torn down to make way 
for the new Centennial Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies, first-year 
students, particularly those in science, 
are now deprived of an important rite 
of passage. 

The building formerly known as 
V-wing will be remembered for many 
things—most of them bad. The chairs 
were uncomfortable, with no padding 
or leg room. The fold-up desks can be 
summed up as useless, as they were the 
size ofa calculator rather than a sheet 
of paper. The hallways were always 
crowded with students flying in and 
out of classes. But all this is simply 
scratching the surface, as it was below 
ground that V-wing transformed from 
being merely a poorly designed collec- 
tion of lecture theatres into something 
bordering on the mythic. 

As anyone who had a locker there 
can attest, the basement of V-wing 
was like a scene from a sci-fi horror. 
This is where old science equipment 
went to die. I sincerely believe that if 
a portal to another dimension were to 
exist, it would be in there, the forgot- 
ten leftovers of a 1950s-era physics 
experiment. 

There were low ceilings lined with 
pipes running inches above your head 
perpetually producing a deafening 
hissing noise. Constant alertness was 
also required in order to avoid the 


random outcroppings that frequently 
threatened to hit taller students like 
me on the head. 

All feelings of nostalgic horror aside, 
if the Administration truly wishes to 
ensure interdisciplinary interaction at 
this fine institution, they must ensure 
that the new centre is directly con- 
nected not only to CAB and BioSci, but 
to the Arts and Engineering portions 
of campus as well. 

I have always sensed a degree of 
condescension towards students who 
happen to be from different faculties, 
manifested in such common stereo- 
types as engineers being drunkards 
and arts students being unemployable. 
Faculty pride indeed comes before the 
fall semester, as students have these 
notions instilled in them through 
cheers from the first moments of their 
faculty-specific orientation. 


The building formerly 
known as V-wing will 
be remembered for 
many things—most of 
them bad. 


This ideology is subsequently rein- 
forced in a campus-wide apartheid of 
sorts. If you look at a map of campus 
you will notice that it can be divided 
into four connected groups: to the 
east there is the Arts column, stretch- 
ing from the Timms Centre and Law 
down through HUB, Humanities, 
and then to Tory and Business. To the 
south lies the Medical Compound, 
consisting of the hospital, Medical 
Sciences, and the Heritage Medical 
Research Building. On ce west side 


of campus lie Chemical/Materials 
Engineering, ETLC, General Services, 
SUB and the Ag/For corridor. Finally, 
in the center lies the Science Column 
stretching from Dentistry through 
Civil/Electrical Engineering to CAB, 
Chemistry, Physics and BioSci. 

These structural divisions can limit 
a student’s exposure to other view- 
points. It also makes sense for students 
in Edmonton to choose their routes in 
such a way as to minimize the time 
spent outside in winter. After all, to 
get to university a person should be 
smart enough to avoid frost bite by 
seeking temperature-controlled build- 
ings, if not to wear toques for fear of 
unsightly hat hair. 

For instance, I would pass through 
the electrical engineering corridor 
daily on my way to BioSci; although 
I’ve never taken a class in the build- 
ing I was still exposed to engineering 
concepts such as concrete toboggans, 
and would even occasionally pick up 
a copy of the Bridge (the engineering 
students’ quasi-monthly rag). On the 
other hand, I probably only visit HUB 
three times a year. Such a lack of fac- 
ulty familiarity must come to an end. 

Taking advantage of V-wing’s cen- 
tral location amongst the campus cor- 
ridors and the imminent construction 


occurring there is the perfect opportu- 
nity to physically connect the concrete 
islands of self-imposed intellectual 
isolation that are present on campus. 
Not only would connecting build- 
ings reduce the amount of slush being 
tracked inside during winter, but dorm 
residents could arrive in their slippers 
and pajamas instead of just their paja- 
mas. While I don’t suggest students 
should take permanent leave of their 
faculties, the path to broadening one’s 
intellectual horizons is but a step away. 


CHRIS 
KRAUSE 


Here we are, getting older, taking on 
more responsibility. We may be just 
starting out at university, or living on 
our own for the first time, or perhaps 
starting a Masters or PhD; some of us 
may even be doing freaky shit like get- 
ting married. In short, growing up. 

Or are we? We now look at our high 
school days as a time of naiveté and 
immaturity, even though at the time 
we thought we knew everything there 
was to know. 

When we're older, we may dismiss 
our former university-student selves 
the same way: babies in a second 
womb, unfettered from the demands 
and truths of adult life such as 
mortgages, parenthood or 
retirement. 

This represents what I call the Real 
World theory of maturity. In the Real 
World, you learn to accept reality 
instead of futilely trying to change it. 
The Real World is uncertain and dan- 
gerous, so the most important things 
are safety and security—not happiness. 
The Real World is a beast that eats ideal- 
ism and shits exhaustion. You can’t be 


careers, 


a grown-up if you don’t live in the Real 
World, and unfortunately for us, uni- 
versities are distinctly un-Real. 

Did I say “unfortunately?” I meant 
“happily,” because it puts us in charge 
of a few things that don’t fit in the Real 
World—romanticism, optimism and 
freedom, to name a few. University is 


not just our society’s academic nucleus; 
its also the center for innovation, 
social justice, progress and revolution. 
Although it could never happen in the 
Real World, 20-year-old students from 
our world have toppled governments 
and brought corporations to their 
knees—and they’ll do it again. 

You're now part ofa living legacy of 
idealism. Grown-ups have to be practi- 
cal, but we don’t. The generations that 
came before us had crazy dreams like 
democracy, equality and civil rights. 
What will your crazy dream be? 
Freedom from oil? Peace in the Middle 
East? These things will happen, but 
they need your zeal. All the grown-ups 
are too wise to get involved. 

While we're at it, what’s your 
dream for yourself? You don’t have to 
be a teacher just because your parents 
were teachers. You don’t have to bea 
doctor just because your parents were 
doctors. 

Your parents will tell you that in 
the Real World, time is running out 
and you'll die soon, so the best job is 
the one that gives you the most secu- 
rity, which means the most money. 
In our world, you have the freedom 
to choose your destiny. Travel! Take a 
year off! Change faculties! Study what 
you really want! 

The world won’t end if you finish 
your degree in five, six or even seven 
years. Until you start living a life guided 
by love and passion instead of pressure 
and fear, the real Real World—your 
world—doesn't even begin. 

But don’t worry: as long as you keep 
your ambition and optimism, as long 
as you have the courage to take risks 
and as long as you still dare to follow 
your passion, you never have to grow 
upatall. 
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BEAUTY ON A BUDGET 


¢ Haircuts $15 - $25 « First Tirme Colour - $35 and up « 


Multi Foil - 


Monthly Specials 


$60 and up * Custom Foil - $5 per foil (min. 5 foils) 


AUGUST 2006 — BACK TO SCHOOL - 2 for 1* Haircuts 
SEPTEMBER 2006 — FALL INTO STYLE — 2 for 1* Colors / or Foils 
OCTOBER 2006 — TREAT A FRIEND — 2 for 1* Spa Services 


NOVEMBER 2006 — COOL CUTS — 2 for 1* Haircuts 


DECEMBER 2006 — HOLIDAY GLAM - Makeup Application and Updo $35 


*On all 2 for 1 specials, highest rate applies. 


BOOK AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! 7 80 . 409 , 0222 


#300 City Centre East, 3rd Floor Edmonton City Centre Mall 


www.ecacademy.com 
to view a complete price list. 
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How can humanity self-destruct? Let me count the ways 


NORMAN ED 
BASKERVILLE 


The Martlet, 
Victoria (CUP) 


Recent doomsday speculation by sci- 
entists and the media has me ponder- 
ing what would be the best route to 
ride out Earth’s untimely demise. The 
following are my top five picks for the 
most desirable ways for us to join the 
void of non-existence. 


Number one: nuclear war 


Renewed concerns of nuclear anni- 
hilation have been sparked by North 
Korea’s recent missile test launches. 
Hypocritical reactions by other hold- 
ers of the ultimate thunder stick have 
increased the Vegas odds of doomsday 
a la missile. 
arsenal, an 
estimated 20 000 short-, medium- 
and long-range nuclear warheads, 
could assuredly blow up the planet 
many times over. On the positive side, 
all-out nuclear war would be relatively 
quick and painless. 

Sure, many Earthlings would suffer 
from acute stress while huddled 
around the family television set, scarf- 
ing down cheezies and watching 
CNN’s extensive mushroom cloud 
coverage, but alcohol, marijuana and 
Prozac for the kids should make wait- 
ing for the inevitable more palatable. 

Note: Nuclear war only tops the list 
if a mass missile launch occurs and 
there are no survivors; otherwise, 
due to the discomfort and irritation of 


The world’s combined 


pick ‘click: quick 
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radiation burns and the resulting gen- 
eral chaotic milieu of a dying civiliza- 
tion, it ranks at number three. 


Number two: global warming 


Fortunately, Al Gore has reminded 
us of the consequences of our 
unquenchable consumption of fossil 
fuels. Global warming, according 
to reputable scientists, could cause 
epic destruction involving extreme 
weather, floods, droughts, epidem- 
ics and killer heat waves beyond 
anything we've ever experienced. 
The upside? Well, firstly we'd all be 
witness to the destructive beauty of 
Mother Nature, either firsthand or 
via the Weather Channel. Secondly, 
global warming would take a while 
to wipe all of us out, giving us time 
to go for a relaxing drive in the old 
SUV while listening to Radiohead 
sing, “You do it to yourself, you do/ 
And that’s what really hurts.” 


Number three: diminished water 
and food supply 


It’s not just overpopulation that 
threatens the world’s water and food 
supply. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) technologies 
that developed countries use to make 
modern life comfy and non-labour- 
intensive already poisoned 
much of the world’s water, which in 


have 


turn poisons our agriculture. With 
heavily populated countries such as 
China and India becoming ever more 
industrial, sustainability experts 
expect water and food resources to 
dwindle fast. 

Now, I’m sure some readers are sur- 
prised that this scenario is so low on the 
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list. Remember, Canada has more safe 
drinking water than any other coun- 
try on Earth, but hungry and thirsty 
people are usually grumpy and not 
fun to be around. And if humans are 
willing to war over energy resources, 
imagine what we'd do to acquire food 
and water resources (please refer to 
option number one). 


Number four: worldwide viral 
pandemic 


According to the WHO, SARS, HIV/ 
AIDS, avian-flu, Ebola virus and others 
on the mutated horizon could make us 
a planet of incurable sickies. Not a nice 
way for humanity to peter out. 

Living in a world where people fear 
contact with others could create a new 
fashion industry for chic, contamina- 
tion-resistant suits, complete with styl- 
ish particle-filter masks. But the social 
paranoia would make dates and sexual 
encounters hard to come by. 


Number five: the biblical 
apocalypse 


The end of the world as carried out 
by God. As a card-carrying atheist, 
this doomsday possibility doesn’t hold 
much water in my opinion. But ifT’m 
wrong, and an invisible entity in the 
sky has pre-planned everything in the 
universe, including the destruction of 
Earth, this would be the worst possi- 
ble doomsday scenario, because if the 
greatest conceivable being is a destruc- 
tive bastard, I don’t relish spending 
eternity with him or her. 

But there’s hope for humanity. Last 
month, respected astrophysicist Stephen 
Hawking announced a 100-year plan 
for human continuity: colonize space. 
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LET THERE BE LENS FLARE Life as we know might soon go out with a bang. 


“T’s important for the human race 
to spread out into space for the sur- 
vival of the species. Life on Earth is 
at the ever-increasing risk of being 
wiped out,” he said. 

I’'s not immediately obvious why 
Hawking wants humanity to continue 
to survive. He maintains that intelli- 
gent life in the universe includes the 
human race “even though much of 


its behaviour throughout history has 
been pretty stupid, and not calculated 
to aid the survival of the species.” 

And for those readers who think 
doomsday isn’t inevitable, I congratu- 
late you on your optimism and chal- 
lenge you to do something to prove 
me wrong. In the meantime I’ll keep 
my money riding on nuclear war— 
and hope I don’t hit the jackpot. 
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Student Loan Not Enough? 
Thinking of a Line of Credit? 
See Us First! 


We would like to thank all students who have 
contributed to the Access Fund. 
Last year we granted $858,779 to help 
students in financial need. 


Here is what Access Fund recipients had to say about how your 
contribution helped them: 


om bottom of my heart I want to thank-yo 
Ww to tell you what this money means to 
it is going to help. 
-4th year Arts student. 
6” Ley so very much.../ cannot express to you 
me and my education.../ cannot say eno sabi t 
things about [the Access Fund]. 
-3rd year Physical Education student. 
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year Medical stu he 
» 


492.3483 | accessfund@su.ualberta.ca | 1-80 SUB 


Students who are pie ates ated opposed to the Fund can 
choose to opt out onlin su.ualberta.ca/accessfund. 


The Fall opt- ff Boi is October 13th. 
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CHAPTER | BOOK-LEARNIN’ 101: 
How to buy your books without breaking the bank 
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Figure 1.1 Library books. Shelve your pla 


Written by Adam Gaumont 


ontrary to popular postsecondary mythology, you don't have to wait until the first day of classes 
before buying your books; you don’t have to wait for your syllabus to be handed out, and you 


don’t need to hear it first-hand from your prof either. However, if you still feel that this is necessary, 
then follow these simple guidelines in order to skip the real lines at the Bookstore. 
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ns for buying new. 


Lesson I: How and where to buy your books 


During the busy book-buying season, one obvious way of beating the rush is to go during off-peak hours: 
either first thing in the morning or, even better, later in the evening. You can also employ the buddy-system 
of “queueing,” as the British apparently call it, whereby you and, well, a buddy take turns standing in line 
or shopping for your texts. 

That said, the Bookstore actually does a pretty good job of pumping through the maximal amount of 
customers during peak periods, thanks mainly to the swelling of their cashier ranks. So even if it looks like 
a Tokyo subway station down there as you peer through the windows in SUB, the reality is you likely won't 
have to wait in line for more than 15 minutes at any time. 

However, if you prefer to think for those 15 minutes that you're not being herded through university 
like cattle, you can always use a combination of old-fashioned foresight and newfangled technology to 
acquire your books before the first-week rush. To find out beforehand what books you'll need to buy, 
simply check out your suggested textbooks online. 

To do this, you have two options: either through the Bookstore’s own website (http://www.bookstore. 
ualberta.ca) using your student ID number, or via Bear Scat (https://bearscat.su.ualberta.ca)—for this 
you'll need a Campus Computing ID. The latter site will tell you not only what books you need, but also 
how much they will cost at the University Bookstore—as well as Amazon, Chapters and SUBtitles. It also 
gives you the projected used price for that book, meaning that’s what a used copy would cost if there were 
any for sale (though this is not guaranteed). 

Once you've done the research, go ahead and purchase them before your classes even start—it’s okay, 
we won't tell anyone. Since the “suggested” textbooks are posted on official sites such as those mentioned 
above (as well as on instructors’ own class websites, if you can find them), and since these rarely get 
changed, there’s really nothing to worry about. Besides, even if they do get changed last minute, whether 
due to lack of availability or a particularly fussy prof, you can almost always return unused books hassle- 
free (course packs being one exception—but more on that later). 

The Bookstore is open all through the summer, and most texts bought online at major dealers such 
as Amazon and Chapters will arrive at your door within a week. Of course, you can also just walk into 
a Chapters or Indigo store yourself, as these locations typically carry most of the mainstream literary 
titles—though you'll probably be out of luck for specialized textbooks and manuals. You can also support 
the local, non-censoring bookstore economy by taking your business to independents like Greenwood’s 
Bookshoppe (7925 104 Street) or Audrey’s Books (10702 Jasper Avenue). Or, if you want to avoid the teem- 
ing masses altogether, just do it the old-fashioned way, buying and trading among your peers (see Selling, 
Lesson IV). 


Lesson II: You don’t have to buy everything new 


There are a lot of reasons why you might have to buy a textbook brand-new: it might well be a brand-new 
book, it might be a hard-to-find reprint or special order; it may be an obscure or highly specialized text; 
or you may specifically need to have the latest edition (see Lesson IIT). However, if you can buy a decent, 
gently used copy, then what’s stopping you? 

The bookstore itself will sell used copies—if it has any. This of course depends on what they’ve man- 
aged to procure in the buyback process (see Lesson IV). In general, the more popular a book is, the more 
likely it will be used again by others, whereas the more obscure and advanced material almost never resur- 
faces. In other words, you'll likely find plenty of used PSYC 104 textbooks, but good luck fulfilling any of 
your 300- or 400-level needs. 

There’s also SUBtitles, the used-book store run by the Students’ Union, which sells your books on con- 
signment. This means you leave your books on their shelves until they sell. Once your dusty old texts do 
wind up in new hands, SUBtitles simply takes a small piece of the pie for services rendered. The selection 
here is usually reasonable, though inventory levels tend to be a bit sparse. Chances are you won't find all 
the books you're looking for here, but it’s definitely worth taking a look. 

If you strike out at these University-sanctioned stores, then it’s time to hit the gritty streets of Old 
Strathcona. The bulk of the city’s used-book stores reside here, stretching from 109 Books (on—you 
guessed it—109 Street) all the way to Wee Book Inn (10310 Whyte Avenue) and beyond. There are several 
others in this general vicinity (not including antiquarian dealers), but for my money the best place to find 
used literary gems is Old Strathcona Books at 8104 Gateway Boulevard. Used books can also be had down- 
town and elsewhere, but these locales are few and far between. 


Lesson III: You don’t (always) need the same edition 


It’s often imperative to you have the latest edition of'a text, especially in the ever-changing scientific disci- 
plines. However, when it comes to ancient historical documents or 19th-century philosophic treatises, it’s 
a pretty safe bet that not a lot has changed. Sure, there’s a new introduction or afterword written by a new 
expert, and maybe there’s even a fancy new illustration on the front cover, but the fact remains that pretty 
much any copy of Pride and Prejudice that you get your hands on for first-year English is going to suffice. 
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Once you do sheepishly produce your ratty, dog-eared copy of Jane Austen on the first day of classes, 
your instructor might hint that it would be nice if everyone had the same copy. However, while it’s always 
nice to be on the same page as your teacher figuratively speaking, there’s no real reason why you have to 
have a text with the exact same pagination, especially when it comes to literary studies. Worst-case scenario: 
when your instructor refers to a particular passage in the text, you won't be able to flip to it just as quickly 
as everyone else. But since your instructor will probably just read the passage out loud anyway, who cares if 
you can’t find it yourself? 


Lesson IV: You don’t need all the bells & whistles 


In many cases, especially with first-year texts, publishers are finding ways to bundle and package more and 
more peripheral paraphernalia into what would have been a plain old textbook. Study guides, CDs, and 
other such supplemental material, often of minimal educational value (study guides, for example, are often 
written by a different person or group that the person who wrote the text), can greatly boost the price of the 
final product. When these doo-dads are sold separately, be very wary: talk to your prof, talk to other students 
who've taken the class, and try to determine their value before ponying up that extra $20 or $30. 

Another item you may find on your “required textbooks” list is a course pack; these are compiled and 
arranged by your instructor him or herself: These usually consist of supplementary reading material and 
resources, and are ostensibly intended to spare you from buying entire texts containing these various and 
often hard-to-find items—a benevolent gesture that saves students untold hundreds of dollars. However, you 
can often save yourself even more cash by trying to seek out these articles and clippings yourself, whether 
via the library or online databases. Talk to your prof: unless these pieces are incredibly obscure, they can 
probably point you in the right photocopying direction. 


Lesson V: You don’t have to spend any money! 


You can always rely on the good old library to get you through (fig 1.1). At least in the case of Humanities 
courses, the library will be stocked with multiple copies of the text you're looking for. There may not be one 
for everyone in your class, but not everyone in your class is going to go to the library for their books, now, 
are they? So if you really want to be subversive (or if you're just plain cheap) then head on down one of the 
many libraries on campus or throughout town (fig. 1.2). 


Lesson IV: caveat vendor (seller beware) 


If, on the other hand, you find yourself on the other side of the textbook equation and are looking to get rid 
of some of those dusty tomes, then you have several options. The most popular—though probably not the 
most cost-effective—would be the book buyback, which occurs at the end of term. 

An ideal book-buyback transaction typically sees the seller receiving 30—50 per cent of the book’s origi- 
nal cover price, assuming it’s in saleable condition—a reasonable proposition, all things considered. The 
picture isn’t always this rosy, however: oftentimes, whether there’s a new edition out or it’s not being taught 
in any class that term, your text will not currently be on the buyback market. Instead, the bookstore may 
offer you a “wholesale price’”—one that often isn’t worth the paper your book is printed on. . 

While the complex economics of the publishing industry may well dictate such a buyback price, do Figure 1.2. While Canadian copyright law dictates that only 10% 
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not accept such a lowball offer. Sticking with the economic perspective, it’s like owning stock that’s dive- of a textbook should be photocopied, you can always—if you're 
bombed on you: even though its resale value has plummeted, it just doesn’t make sense for you to abandon into breaking the law—take that library book to ten different 
ship at this point, not when you've paid so much more for it. Instead of selling it for next to nothing, you photocopy joints (or do it yourself at the library, you sneaky bas- 
might as well hold on to it for nothing in hopes that its value might one day go up. [fnot, at least you'll still tard) and voila, you've a complete copy of that $150 stats text for 
be getting some value—that is, the textbook itself—out of your original investment. After all, it’s not a share, about $15. 


it’s a tangible, useable commodity. 

If the cutthroat world of the book market puts you off, then cut out the middleman and sell directly to 
your peers. Who knows, maybe you'll even meet the man or woman of your dreams—especially if this 
dream includes your partner having a passion for used Chemical Engineering textbooks. 

The most exhaustive and sophisticated method of book-swapping is the online trading site xbook.ca, a 
service provided via bearscat and open to all U of A students. Xbook is essentially an online bulletin board 
that allows buyers and sellers to advertise, shop and communicate. Sellers list the texts they have, report on 
their condition and set their own prices. Buyers contact the seller directly, and can browse the site’s inven- 
tory based on the aforementioned categories. 

Can't be bothered to list all your books online? Not technologically savvy? Looking for some exercise? 
You can always sell your books the old-fashioned way by running around and putting up posters on bul- 
letin boards. There are several drawbacks to this, however: for one thing, potential buyers aren't guaranteed 
to see your advertisements; printing numerous signs can get expensive; running around campus can get 
tiring; and some buildings require you to track down the bulletin board authorities before allowing you 
to pin anything up. If you do decide to employ this manual method, you can save yourself a lot of effort 
by finding out what class your books will be used in, looking up where those classes are being taught, and 
placing your advertisements near that classroom (most have an unregulated bulletin board located right 
outside the door). 


Final Lesson 


If there’s nothing else you take away from this how-to guide, let it be this: for the love of god, don’t use a 
highlighter! It’s so first-year, and you'll regret it in the future if you do decide to keep your books. There’s 
nothing more annoying when reading an otherwise well-kept used copy ofa textbook than finding that the 
previous owner went on a neon-yellow rampage for the first and last two weeks of class (though the middle 
portion is often suspiciously devoid of any indications of even half-hearted perusal). If you simply cannot 
suppress your urge to employ mnemonic devices of questionable effectiveness, then use a pencil! Or sticky 
notes. Or just make a note somewhere else. Either way, spare yourself (and future readers, if you do decide 
to sell) the pain. Like your grandma always warned, stroking your highlighter too much will make you go 
blind. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, YOU'VE MADE IT. You've shrugged off the heavy chains of 
high school and survived the banality of summertime employment. Perhaps 
you've packed all of your worldly possessions in to a bag and moved clear across 
the country. Or, maybe you're still living at home, suckling greedily at your par- 
ents’ teat. 

Either way, you're here: a postsecondary student. A time of meeting exciting 
new people, discovering exciting new interests, and finding exciting new places 
to drink. It's a time to take that final step from the confusing wild of being an awk- 
ward high-school student into the monotonous meadow of being an awkward 
first-year. 

But soon, you will realize that, along with these fresh, tingly feelings, is the 
burden of expectation that you'll actually need to work to obtain a degree. Essays 
and midterms (not to mention proper hygiene) can be quite the harsh awaken- 
ing for the new student. What to do when you find yourself unprepared to deal 
with academia, the place you came to avoid the real world in the first place? 

Some might think it’s time to buckle down and get to work, proving that you 
do in fact deserve a chance to study at university. But, that seems like a lot of 
effort. The other choice is to coast your way through the first year and pray that, 
by some miracle, you magically become a hard-working student by the time 
second year rolls around, rather than the useless lazy cad you are now. , 

Now, many of you might think that you have what it takes to successfully 
slack your way through the first year; some of you are probably celebrated and 
accomplished high school slackers. Well, unfortunately, that simply will not cut 
it in university. You're in the big leagues now, and you're going to need to bring 
your A material if you want to pull this off. Not doing a lot of work happens to bea 
lot of work, if you know what | mean. Luckily, you're not alone. This guide comes 
from a long line of people who have successfully slipped their way through the 
first year. You will be taught the basic tricks of how to get the most out of your 
education without actually trying. These tips have been passed down through 
the ages, ever since prehistoric man first started sleeping in the back row of 
his SCI 101: Introduction to Fire courses five million years ago (or somewhere 
around there. | skipped all of my first year ANTHRO courses.) 

Before we begin, it should be noted that this isn’t a guide on how to do well in 
your first year. There are many of those around already. This is a guide on how 
to coast through. By choosing the life of the university slacker, you will forfeit 
much: high grades, scholarships and awards, and the respect of your peers and 
instructors. But really, what's all that compared to a few extra hours of sleep and 
video games? 

Let’s begin. 

WOULD You 
LIKE Some 


roam INIT 


HAM MAn 


Written by Scott Lilwall 


Amind is a thing to waste 

The first step to successful slacking is to get in to what is referred to as the 
Slacker State of Mind, or SsoM. The SSoM is a place of peace, free from all wor- 
ries, concerns and work ethic. It’s where we connect with the lazy lout within. 

Achieving the SSoM is a difficult process that can take upwards of ten min- 
utes to master. Like every good state of peace and higher understanding, you 
need to get a good mantra going. Something short and sweet, with a little bit 
of rhythm and, if you can swing it, just a dash of alliteration. My suggestion? 
“Centre on the Credit.” 

You see, every slacker’s greatest enemies are his friends. Upon learning that 
you've decided to follow the righteous path of the lazy, well-meaning friends will 
attempt to lead you back to the cult of hard work. One of their favourite ways of 
trying to lure you back to the fold is the tricky tactic known as the Accountant. 
They will divide the cost of your course by the number of classes in a semester. 
The number they get will be expressed in cost per class ($/class), they will 
attempt to guilt you in to proper attendance. 


EXAMPLE: COST OF CLASS = $450.00 

NUMBER OF CLASSES = 36 

EQUATION: 450/36 =19.5 

(OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT. | SKIPPED ALL OF MY MATH 101 COURSES.) 
SOLUTION: $/CLASS = $20 (YOUR FRIEND WILL ALWAYS ROUND UP.) 


“Do you know that for every one of our Basket Weaving 110 classes you sleep 
through, you're costing yourself $20?” 

The key to negating this tactic is to focus on your mantra. Centre on the 
credit. Remember, you're not paying for individual classes. You're paying for 
the end result, a credit towards your degree. And, assuming that you pass the 
class, your credit will have cost the same tuition as the person who sat in the 
front row for every session. If you point out to your friends this fact enough, and 
with the right amount of arrogant superiority, eventually they'll stop question- 
ing your methods. It's likely that they'll stop talking with you or associating with 
you at all; this works out perfectly, as it makes it easier for you to nap during 
classes without the distraction. 

University is a fairly structured institution, and there are a number of rules 
and processes that you're not going to be able to avoid. However, you're not 
completely without influence. Not only can you choose the environment that 
you will be in, but you can also change how you react within that environment, 
as first noted by psychologist Sigmund Freud. (Or someone like that. | skipped 
all of my PSYCH 104 classes.) 


Choosing your environment 

The most obvious example of choosing your environment is the act of register- 
ing for classes. You've got a wide variety of available courses to choose from 
and, luckily for you, most programs are forgiving in what you choose to take 
during your first year. Keep an eye out for introductory psychology, history and 
sociology classes. They’re usually quite large and held in lecture halls, and with 
advances such as the Internet, most instructors of these courses have place 
their notes and figures on the Web, meaning that you don't need to try and 
sweet talk one of your fellow students into lending you notes at the end of term. 
Another advantage of those classes is that they're in very high demand, and for 
that reason are offered at many different times. This will allow you to avoid the 
dreaded 8am class and find something that'll allow you to wake up at a more 
civilized time, such as mid-evening-ish. 

If at all possible, avoid foreign language classes, drama classes and math 
classes. These courses, while intellectually stimulating, are generally smaller 
and have more emphasis on essays, exercises and assignments. English classes 
also are generally smaller and require a lot of essays, but they're a necessary 
evil. Luckily, many great works of literature have been turned into films, or at 
the very least, are referenced in films, so you might be able to get away with 
that. 

In addition to picking your classes, you're also able to pick how you get to 
those classes and where you sit in them. The key to being a successful slacker 
is to remain hidden in plain sight. Just like the polar bear hiding in the tall snow 
drifts, the lazy student must use their environment to blend in. However, 
unlike the polar bear, which waits for the perfect time to strike out at a tasty 
penguin (or whatever polar bears eat. | skipped my BIO 101 lectures), you're 
hiding to make it easier to avoid work. Therefore, you must be unremarkable 
in everything you do. (That's already assumed by the fact that you're reading 
this guide.) 

Do not be late for class, it draws the attention of not only your instructor, but 
also the entire class. At the same time, don't be the first one sitting down—it 
makes you easier to spot. File in to the classroom about five minutes before 
class is scheduled to start. That's when the bulk of people come in. Likewise, 
don't sit at the back of the room. That's where the people who don't care about 
their education sit, and everyone knows it. (Of course, by definition, if you're 
a slacker, you don't care about your education. The different is that right now, 
you don't want people to be aware of that fact). Don’t sit at the front, either. 
Pick somewhere in the middle of the room, perhaps off to one of the wings, 
where not much attention is given. If possible, try sitting behind someone tall 
and large: it makes it easy to avoid attention from the front of the room, while 
at the same time looking like you just got unlucky with your seating arrange- 
ment. 

Clothing is another big thing to be aware of. You want to seem generic, like 
the person in the crowd scene of a movie. T-shirts and jeans are always a good 
way to go. Try to stay with light blues, browns and greys: drab and uninterest- 
ing, just like you are. Hats are generally a no-no, unless they're being used for 
another purpose. (See sleeping in class). Jackets can be a little tricky: we're a 
cold weather country, and it’s normal for people to wear jackets and coats for 
much of the year. At the same time, it looks a bit odd when someone sports a 
parka in the middle of April. Make sure that you're wearing a non-descript coat 
if everyone else is wearing something, but be ready to discard it as soon as 
everyone else starts bearing arms. 


Perchance to Dream 
Most people know the basic technique behind falling asleep in class. But, since 
| can't go back to my Playstation 2 until | fulfilla certain word count, we're going 
to do a short review here. 

The most common position for sleeping unnoticed in class is known as “The 
Thinker." It's done in steps. 


1) Lean forward in the seat, with your left elbow resting on the desk, at 
around ninety degrees. 

2) Cup your head in your head in your left hand, spreading the index finger 
and thumb across your forehead. This will cup the hand over your eyes, 
making it difficult to see that your eyes are closed. 

3) Place your right hand on the desk, with a pencil gripped between your fingers. 
The grip on the pencil is one of the most important part of the posture. You want 
medium pressure, looking as if you are ready to write. If the grip is too light, the pencil 
will fall on the floor, giving you away. If the grip is too tight, people will think you're 
having a Grand Mal seizure. 


Note: Reverse all hands if you are left-handed. 

The Thinker is easy and it’s well-known. Unfortunately, that makes it easy to 
spot to the practiced eye of a university professor. To make your sleeping-on- 
the-sly just a little more sly, here are a couple of advanced tips. 

Hats: A baseball cap can be a valuable asset to the classroom-napper. It 
can be used to keep your eyes shielded from view, even better than the hand 
method. But be careful; as noted before, you're going to want to stay inconspic- 
uous. Make sure that any hat you use is generic. Blue is a good colour. Avoid 
reds and yellows. 

An alternative posture is known as the “Great Buddha,” after the iconic 
founder of Judaism. (Or something like that. | skipped all of my RELIG 101 
classes.) The Buddha involves crossing your arms over your chest, and leaning 
back in the seat. Place your chin on your chest, and sleep. A few advantages 
of this position are that it will seem less conspicuous than the Thinker, and the 
chin-to-chest posture will cut down on snoring. Just make sure you are wearing 
acap, or else your ruse will be found out in no time. 


Not getting caught sleeping in class 


The Final Countdown 

So, somehow, against all odds, you have made it through the year and are still 
enrolled in your classes. Good job. Now comes the toughest part of the whole 
year: the final. If you've followed the guide, you should have few friends, few 
responsibilities and, if you are a slacker worth his salt at all, you've got no job 
to hold you back. Good. Because you'll be spending the next couple weeks in 
a panic, attempting to read all of your textbooks from cover-to-cover, in a des- 
perate attempt to learn in four days what the rest of your classmates picked up 
over three months. Hopefully, in the state of mind-numbing terror you will soon 
find yourself in, you will remember these few important tips. 


* Regurgitate. Not only is this what you should be doing when you realize you 
have three hours to read 2000 pages, but it’s also what you should strive to 
do when you are writing the final. First year is not about critical thinking. First 
year is about spitting out what your instructor shoved down your throat. Your 
instructor has undoubtedly mentioned what they thought ona political topic, 
or what meaning they thought a particular poet was trying to get across. And 
if it’s what they think, then it’s what you think—simple as that. 

* On that note, the library can be a very helpful tool. Not for research or in- 
depth analyses of your subject or anything silly like that. If an instructor is 
teaching a subject, there's the chance that they have written a book or arti- 
cle on the subject. Look for one. If you do, read it and regurgitate, as noted 
above. 

* It's possible for the human body to survive around eleven days totally 
deprived of sleep. However, in most cases, temporary insanity and seri- 
ous deficits in concentration and judgement occur after three days. This is 
important for you to know. 


These are the basic elements of a successful slacker. It should go without 
saying that as your university career will get more difficult, with classes and 
professors expecting more work and critical thought from you. Most of you 
will actually learn to put ina little work and actually do what is expected of you, 
taking a little bit of pride in what you do. But, a select few of you will be lucky 
enough to develop more advanced slacking techniques; tactics that must be 
learned, and cannot be taught—mostly because those who know them are far 
too lazy to teach them. 


6 ADVERTISEMENT 


TUESDAY 


Orientation Afterparty, 
WOW Kick Off Party 
All Ages/Licensed 
Powerplant 


WEDNESDAY 


Clubs Fair 
9:00AM — 4:30PM 
Quad 


Rapid Fire Theatre 
8:00PM 

Free show. No minors 
Powerplant 


Karaoke Idol 
9:00PM 

No minors 
RATT 


featuring 


THURSDAY 


Pancake Breakfast 
7:30AM — 9:30AM 
Celebration Plaza 


Clubs Fair 
9:00AM — 4:30PM 
Quad 


Campus St.Jean 
Barbecue 
11:00AM — 1:00PM 
CSJ Patio 


Beer Gardens 
12:00AM — 6:00PM 
Performances by DJ Allan 
Suarez, Bebop Cortez 
with The Subatomics and 
guests. No minors 

Quad 


Security provided by SDC & Safewalk 


WoOROm J 


Taste of the U 
5:00PM — 8:00PM 
$2 admission or 
food bank donation. 


Alumni Room in SUB 
Tours by Campus Ambassadors and 
Campus Food Bank 


House of Blues presents 
Matt Costa, with The 88 
Doors at 8:00PM 

$16.50 advance tickets. 

No minors 

Powerplant 


FRIDAY 


Pancake Breakfast 
7:30AM — 9:30AM 
Celebration Plaza 


Clubs Fair 
9:00AM — 3:30PM 
Quad 


ECOS Bike Check 
12:00PM — 4:00PM 
Celebration Plaza 


Beer Gardens 
12:00PM — 6:00PM 
Performances by 
Armchair Cynics, 
Murder City Sparrows, 


Exit this Side. No minors 


Quad 


Security provided by SDC 
& Safewalk 


thursda 


week of welcome 2006 
geeks unite 


september 5-10 


Tupelo Honey, with 
Drive by Punch, 
radioforhelp, and 
The Line Atlantic 
Doors at 8:00PM 

$13 advance tickets. 
All Ages/Licensed 
Dinwoodie 


Geek Out Party 
8:00PM 

Costumes encouraged. 
No minors 

Powerplant 


SATURDAY 


Shinerama 
8:00AM 
Celebration Plaza 


Beat the Geeks 
8:00PM 

Compete for pride 
and prizes. No minors 
RATT 


SUNDAY 


Bedouin Soundclash, 
with Guests 

Doors at 7:00PM 

$20 advance tickets. 

All Ages/Licensed 
Dinwoodie 


Live Music at the 
Plant 

Doors at 8:00PM 

$8 Tickets. No minors 
Powerplant 


Sleeping Bag Drive-in 
10:00PM 

Playing V for Vendetta 
and Serenity. 

Quad 


Volunteers by Safewalk 


, 31 august, 2006 


week of welcome 2006 


/WWITH Bey ay pune 
AND vn ATCANTIC. e>tzzspzno merase 


je LOUNGE AT THE POWERPLANT 


DOORS @ 8PM ADMISSION $8 AT THE DOOR NO MINORS 


ALL AGes/LIcensep event 


MBERIE 


2EPTEMBER 


VUE 


WWW.TOYSINGERS.COM 
WWW.AMYSEELEY.COM 
WWW.FIELDANDSTREAM.CA 
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/POWERPLANTBAR 


N Foundation ei 
CA triers POWERPLANT 


www.tupelohoney.ca 
www.drivebypunch.com 
www.radioforhelp.com 
www.myspace.com/thelineatlantic 
www.myspace.com/tupelohoney 
www.myspace.com/drivebypunch 
www.myspace.com/radioforhelp 
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‘See the world your way 
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Edmonton Transit System 
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Cofé and Restaurant 


Bell 


on campus 


Against all odds, your liver has survived the first few days of university life—though the small-town 
girlfriend is in for some bad news—and so it’s time to hit the streets, to see what grand ol’ Edmonton 


has to offer. 


Now, I know the world outside of campus can be a scary place, but don’t worry, we at the 


Gateway are here to help. Fortunately, the only decent neighbourhoods that Edmonton has to 


offer are right on your doorstep: all these places are but a short walk or bike-ride away. 


The 
Campus 
Guide to 


.-++-Fating Out 


First, however, a caveat— 
though Ive tried to be 
as broad as possible in 
compiling this list, keep 
in mind that it’s but one 
man’s opinion. It’s an 
opinion that happens to 
be right, but it’s an opin- 
ion nonetheless. Let me, 
then, declare some biases: 
I don't like shitty dance 
bars; I'm _ picky about 
coffee and cheese, but not 
much else; I try to be a 
vegetarian for, you know, 
ethical reasons, but I just 
love meat too much; I’m 
an especially big fan of 
bacon. That’s it, I think. 
Dig in. 


Written by Matt Frehner 
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BLACK DOG 1) 


(10425 - 82 Ave) 

When youre sick of the top-40 rotation at most 
Whyte Avenue bars, stop by the Dog for some 
hipster-fuelled pretentiousness. Play some darts, 
chill on the rooftop patio (if you can find a place 
to stand) or enjoy some pints of Alberta’s own 
Big Rock beers, on special every Thursday and at 
various other times. The newly renovated upstairs 
and the “underdog” downstairs offer a variety of 
cozy seating arrangements if youre sick of bar 
stools. They also often have live improvised jazz 
on Sundays. 


DADEO (2) 
(10548 - 82 Ave) 

For a taste of New Orleans without the racial 
strife and hurricane deluge, head over to this 
little *50s-style café. Listen to BB King, Otis 
Reading or some classics from the Deep South, 
while you sip your cherry Coke and venture a 
taste of the complimentary Jalapeno jelly and 
biscuits. The po’ boy sandwiches are also a huge 
hit (try the blackened chicken, the pulled pork or 
the eggplant) and are on sale every Monday and 
Tuesday. Try them with a side of sweet-potato 
fries, washed down with a fresh-squeezed lem- 
onade. 


FAT FRANKS 6 
(10329 - 82 Ave) 

I’s 3am. Youre hosed and stumbling down 
Whyte, anda faint, beautiful smell wafts through 
the air. Hot dogs. Dismissing everything mom 
taught you about healthy eating (perhaps some- 
thing about how, if you ate a dozen hot dogs a 
month for two years, you'd die), you b-line it for 
Franks. With a dangerously high blood-alcohol 
level, what difference is a sleazy meat-stick-in-a- 
bun going to make? None, that’s what. Try the 
dog with cheese and bacon (fuck yeah), or ifa 
tube of processed meat/entrails makes you gag, 
the veggie dog is apparently one of the best in 
town—or so my vegetarian friends say anyway. 
always go for the bacon. 


FOUR ROOMS 

(137 Edmonton City Centre) 

This little jazz bar manages to remain eminently 
stylish, even though it’s attached to Edmonton’s 
atrociously designed City Centre mall. Pretend 
you have a bit of class and take a date here for 
live jazz and $5 martinis from 9pm—12am every 
Friday and Saturday. Get there early if you want to 
be able to see the band, though. As for the menu, 
the hors d’oeuvres are good if you don’t want to 
break the bank, especially the calamari. 


HIGHLEVEL DINER 

BREAKFAST“ , LUNCH/DINNER‘) 
(10912 - 88 Ave) 

Unobtrusive, friendly service, high-quality ingre- 
dients and great coffee make the Highlevel stand 
out amongst a heap of other breakfast joints. The 
weekday menu offers simple, healthy choices, 
while the Sunday brunch (be sure to get there 
early, it fills up fast) offers some more extravagant 
fare. For dinner they offer the basics—meat or 
veggie burgers, chili, soup and the like—along 
with some interesting specials. Their cinnamon 
buns, which they share with the Sugarbow] next 
door, are fantastic, as is the iced coffee. 


LEVA 5 ] 
(11053 - 86 Ave) 

If you want to get a decent espresso in this town, 
there are really only two places to turn: head 
across the bridge to little Italy, or down the block 
to Leva. If you're a sissy and can’t stand strong 
coffee, or want an extra-special kick, try the caffé 
corretto, a shot of espresso with a dash of sam- 
buca or grappa. Leva also offers some surprisingly 
delicious panini and thin-crust pizzas. Try the 
pizza 4 la Norma (eggplant and cheese), or come 
by for a desesrt of gelato or tiramisu. 


MOSAICS 6) 
(10844 - 82 Ave) 


Remember that Seinfeld episode where Elaine’s 
investigationalism proves that the new no-fat 


(no, not that kind): -- 


yogourt place isn’t no-fat after all (and Kramer 
dates the sexy laboratory scientist)? Well, Mosaic’s 
has this chocolate cake that they insist is vegan, 
but I think we need to run some tests. I don’t have 
any idea how one would go about making a vegan 
cake to begin with, let alone one that’s so fucking 
good. If you know of a place on campus where 
I can get a piece of cake tested, let me know. Oh, 
yeah, Mosaics also has some other super-good 
vegan and vegetarian stuff, a casual atmosphere 
and cheap falafel on Fridays. 


NEW ASIAN VILLAGE 

(10143 Saskatchewan Drive) 

Debatably the best Indian food in the city, New 
Asian Village offers the perfect blend of traditional 
and modern atmospheres. The extensive menu 
offers a range of curries and other traditional 
dishes: the beef vindaloo and the channa masala 
are great, as is the garlic nan bread. Or, you could 
take the easy way out and attend the lunchtime or 
Sunday- and Wednesday-evening buffets, which 
offer a bit of everything—including a chocolate 
fountain. At $20 a person, it’s not something you 
can do everyday, but the food-quality is definitely 
worth it. They also have an enormous selection 
of international beers. I’m a big fan of the slightly 
sweet Heffeweisse beers from Germany. 


OODLE NOODLE 7) 
(10803 - 82 Ave) 

Former U of A president Rob Fraser dreamt of 
making our school the “Ivy League of the north.” 
Now, Edmonton may have a bit to go before it 
can really compete with centres like Boston, Los 
Angeles or New York. But, in one regard at least, E- 
town is really no different than the Big Apple and 
company: we, too, have Asian cuisine in cute little 
fold-up boxes. Drop a mere $6.50 (for chicken, 
tofu or beef) and pretend your living the jetset 
life of'a totally metropolitan, Columbia-attending 
dude/dudette, rather than busting yours balls at 
a B-level institution in the backwaters of west- 
ern Canada. Try the Tokyo Glaze, the eponymous 
Oodle Noodle box or the classic fried rice. 


: MORE >>> 
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PHAROAHS PIZZA oO 
(8708 - 109 St) 

I’ve never really understood why some pizza places 
cut their pies into squares. Is it a cultural thing? 
I always feel beaten when I have to go for the 
middle pieces, like I have no recourse but to obey 
Grandma’s absurd command to eat everything with 
a knife and fork. For Pharoahs, though, the square 
slicing method is a matter of pure logistics; the 
cheese is just too thick, the toppings too numerous, 
for the regular hand-held approach. The ham and 
pineapple can’t be beat, but if you're one of those 
who doesn’t dig meat and fruit on the same pie, go 
for the vegetarian or the pepperoni. The choice of 
whole-wheat or white crust is a nice touch, too. 


POWERPLANT 9) 
(North Powerplant Building, East of CAB) 

The more “upscale” of the Students’ Union food 
establishments on campus, the Plant has been 
plagued by poor sales to such a degree that they 
actually budgeted to lose money last year. The fact 
that a bar on a campus of some 30 000 liquor- 
hungry undergrads can lose money speaks vol- 
umes about the SU’s business planning. So, this 
year, they've decided to try something different, by 
adding a buffet and a coffee shop, slated to open by 
the end of September. The jury is out on whether 
this will turn the ailing business around. However, 
hopefully the Plant will remain a decent place to go 
for lunch or a beer on the patio. They also bring in 
some good live shows here and there. 


RATT 710) 
(7th floor of SUB) 

The proprietors of this unfortunately named SU 
establishment don’t seem to understand the prin- 
ciples of marketing—that, or their designer played a 
dirty trick on them, since their new menus display 
a smiling, purple rat with a disgusting tail. Not the 
most appetizing thing, especially when the feature 
item is called a RATT burger. Regardless, the Room 
At The Top offers a spectacular 270-degree view of 
the city from the seventh floor of SUB, accompanied 
by lacklustre service and shoestring fries. If you're 
looking for something cheap and deep fried, or a 
burger and pint between classes, RATT isn’t so bad; 
though the food quality varies a lot depending on 
how busy they are. Just don’t order the “veggie plat- 
ter,” unless you really like mushrooms and celery, 
and steer clear of Karaokee on Wednesdays until 


youre suitably hammered, or you feel like laughing 
at the expense of others. RATT also shows Oilers 
games throughout the year. Finally, it’s really fun to 
drink a few pints and run down seven floors in the 
REMEDY 


(8631 - 109 St) @ 
This high-ceilinged, industrial-looking coffee shop 
stands out from the rest solely because of its tasty 
and absurdly cheap Indian food. The Vegetarian- 
friendly channa masala wrap is pretty much a spicy 
orgasm with sweet dipping sauce on the side, and 
the homemade chai is fantastic. All the other staples 


cement-encased emergency staircase. 


are here as well: tandoori or butter chicken, palak 
paneer and samosas, all accompanied by beer, shitty 
local art and free wireless Internet. 


SAM WOK 
(101 - 7915 - 104 St) 
If you need more than a hot dog after last call—per- 
haps to soak up some poison and stop your liver from 
falling out—it’s time to head to Sam Wok. Some 
have said that the MSG is what makes the dishes 
glisten so, but I prefer to think they're shining with 
awesomeness. The fare is typical Chinese: try the 
green-onion cakes or the rice-roll long doughnut, 
and the Vietnamese-style iced coffee is quite good. 
Most of the menu is fairly safe; however, though the 
hot Coke with lemon looks like a strange and exotic 
choice at 3am, trust me, it tastes like ass. 

12) 


SAVOY 
(10401 - 82 Ave) 

Combine classy modernist decor with portraits of 
Princess Leia and Gorbachev, along with a large 
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martini menu, and you've got the best place to go 
on Whyte when you feel like donning a suit jacket 
and playing successful dot-comer. If you’re not into 
martinis, Savoy also has a good selection of interna- 
tional beers. Try the Bellevue Kriek, a cherry beer 
from Belgium. They also dress their mixed drinks 
with gummy candies, often of the Blue Whale or 
Sour Dino variety. 

STRAT 13] 
(10302 - 82 Ave) 

The Strathcona Hotel is where you will go to get 
loser drunk after failing that first math test or phi- 
losophy exam. It won't do to go somewhere where 
you'll need to dress up, dance or make-out. What’s 
needed is cheap beer to drown your dwindling 


aspirations, and crowds of people at least as pathetic 
as you are. And at $8.50 a pitcher, the Strat provides. 


Now all you need to do is find some friends to play 
“hot nuts” with (see in-depth instructions on page 


13 for how to play) and a great night full of violent 
SUGARBOWL 


arguments and broken souls awaits. 
(10922 - 88 Ave) 


This unassuming red-brick cafe is a fine place to 
study and eat a cinnamon bun, but it also offers 
great breakfast and dinner, and becomes a casual 
beer-drinking joint late at night—a nice place to go 
if you want to escape the Whyte Ave throngs and 
just chill-out over a few pints, while actually being 
able to converse without gaining a sore throat. As 
far as the food, try the cinnamon French toast in the 
morning, or the simple-but-flavorful mac & cheese 
at night. 


TASTY Tom's 

(9965 - 82 Ave) 

If you've been paying attention, you'll notice that 
I'm trying to hit all the cuisine bases with this 
roundup. Tasty Tom’s is the burger joint. And these 
are epic burgers. 

It's the kind of place where, if you're on a date, 
either you both have the mushroom-garlic burger, 
or, more likely, neither of you do. If that’s the case, 
I'd suggest something with bacon, or the deliciously 
saucy chicken reuben. Not necessarily much to look 
at (or to watch someone eat) but tasty nonetheless. 
The ketchup is also homemade and has a bit of a 
kick, and the fries are home-cut. Bring your appe- 
tite, as Grandma used to say. 


MORE >>> 
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Now that you're a university student, you'll undoubtedly become a creature of the night, partying until the sun 
comes up or studying until your head unexpectedly thuds on the open pile of books beneath you—and rivulets of 
drool begin to pool under your cheek. 

However, your nocturnal escapades shouldn’t just involve consuming massive amounts of beer or small typed 
print; the twilight hours are also a time to culture yourself in the ways of music, theatre, art and movies. So, in 
order to get a head start on your self-betterment and amass some cultural caché, here’s a guide to some of the city’s 
most popular (and easy-to-get-to) places to spend your evenings. 


MUSIC VENUES 
The Sidetrack Café (10238 - 104 Street) 


The Sidetrack Café has been rated as Edmonton’s #1 music 
venue, as well as one of Canada’s best places to catch blos- 
soming artists. This past year, the "Track moved locations, 
leaving behind over 25 years of history, but it brought the 
talent along. With big screen TVs, hardwood everywhere 
and intimate little tables to watch gigs from, it’s almost like 
being in a western movie, except everyone is really hip. 
And the Sidetrack has a very intimate setting, so musicians 
aren't afraid to play over their time, chat it up with the 
audience and heckle everyone into dancing. 

Type of music: Ranges anywhere from indie to alt-country, 
mainly showcases up-and-coming artists. 

Notable acts: Pink Mountaintops, Sarah Harmer, The 
Weakerthans, The Silver Mt Zion Memorial Orchestra & 
Tra-La-La Band. 

What people wear: A lot of university students, as well as 
older music lovers, frequent the Sidetrack, so it’s usually 
bohemian-style clothing, or just a t-shirt and jeans. 


Starlite Room (10030 - 102 Street) 


The Starlite Room is housed in an historic brick building, 
specifically the one constructed in 1925 by the Salvation 
Army to house its northern Alberta headquarters. There 
are two parts to the Starlite: the first is the Starlite Room 
itself, which houses larger names and most touring groups. 
The second is the Velvet Underground, the downstairs bar 
that features an intimate hole-in-the-wall stage, along with 
live DJs each night. The Starlite is known for its cool but 
uncomfortably slanted floor, a feature that allows all the 
short people out there to have a good view of the stage. 
The Starlite Room sees itself as a fairly exclusive club, so 
you'll have to purchase a membership in order to enter the 
realm of musical pretentiousness. The lineups are notori- 
ously long, and with wide-open spaces to dance and little 
room for sitting, it’s wise to wear comfortable shoes so you 
can last into the wee hours. 

Type of music: Ranges from indie and rock to experimen- 
tal and dance, usually more mainstream bands. 

Notable acts: Metric, Wolf Parade, She Wants Revenge, 
MSTRKRFT, Chad VanGaalen 

What people wear: Studded belts, obscure band t-shirts 
and crazy hair. 
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The Myer Horowitz is a very intimate theatre, consider- 
ing its moderate size. It has a balcony, and seating is very 
similar to places like the Jubilee or the Winspear, but it’s 
actual capacity is much less. Still, it has great sound and a 
lobby to chill in afterwards. The Horowitz is great because 
it’s located on the second level of SUB, so you're never far 
from the entertainment. However, if you come out of a 
show, yelling because you can no longer hear anything, 
or laughing ridiculously because you're giddy with delight, 
beware: students are studying! You might feel guilty for 
disturbing their focus on mitochondria energy or quantum 
physics. Aside from concerts, though, you might grace the 
Horowitz’s halls for the Revolutionary Speaker Series, to 
watch Students’ Union election speeches, or for your little 
sister’s dance competition. Or to convocate, if you ever 
actually complete that degree. 

Type of music: Anything from cultural music to big-name 
musicians 

Notable acts: City and Colour, Neko Case, Hawksley 
Workman, Hayden, International Week performances 
What people wear: It’s not a fashion show, so pretty much 
anything they feel like. 


Myer Horowitz Theatre (Main Floor of SUB) 


The Powerplant (113 Street and 90 Ave, behind the 
Dentistry-Pharmacy building) 


The Powerplant is cool because it actually used to be a 
power plant. Seriously. The open ceilings and brick walls 
provide the Plant with character and a unique atmosphere 
that transposes itself onto the artists’ passionate perfor- 
mances. Or something like that. There are pool tables, an 
upstairs sitting area, as well as Dewey’s Lounge, which is a 
separate room you can chill in or rent out for parties. The 
Powerplant is a bar, so bring your ID. Also, don’t forget to 
say hi to the lovely people working the front door. Chances 
are, before the first month is done, you'll be on a first-name 
basis with them. 

Type of music: Anything from local artists to more widely 
recognized musicians 

Notable acts: Danny Michel, Shout Out Out Out Out, Stars, 
Final Fantasy 

What people wear: Whatever they wore to their previous 
class. 


Written by Amanda Ash 


THEATRES 


Studio Theatre (Timms Centre on campus) @ 
Studio Theatre is great because it’s right on campus, plus they 
have student discounts for all of their plays. During intermis- 
sion, the Timms Centre lobby is the best place to mingle with 
chic and sophisticated (not snobby, in the least) students, catch 
up with old friends, or grab a coffee. Studio Theatre is also the 
place where many of Edmonton’s (and even Canada’s) most 
respected artists first got their start, and where the seats are 
incredibly comfortable. No matter where you sit, you always 
have a good view of the proscenium-style stage. 

What to expect: Great performances by drama students 
studying right here at the U of A. 

Notable productions: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The 
Beaux’ Stratagem 


Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Boulevard) 


Catalyst Theatre was founded to promote theatre based 
in social and political advocacy, so much of their fare is 
issue-charged. They also aim to bring in foreign acts that 
Edmontonians may not be exposed to otherwise. Very 
inviting and inspiring, the theatre lobby is minimalistic, 
giving you a sense of creativity and openness. I know the 
best aspect of Catalyst Theatre should be something like its 
black-box stage or versatile set-up, but in fact, the coolest 
thing about it is the washrooms. They’re super cool. Made 
out of crazy recycled materials and rad lighting, the bath- 
rooms are a must-see, even if you really don’t have to go 
during intermission. But, you know, you should always pee 
first, just in case. 
What to expect: Seeing a lot of regular theatre-goers; low- 
profile, innovative foreign theatre. 
Notable productions: Famous Puppet Death Scenes, The 
Glass Menagerie, The Blue Orphan 
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Located right next door to the restaurant Packrat Louie’s, the 
Varscona is the perfect place to go to if you want to havea 
sexy dinner-and-a-play date. Inside, the theatre looks like a 
big hug. Really. It’s in a u-shape, and the red seats will bring 
back the nostalgic feeling of sitting in old-school movie the- 
atre seats. The Varscona is the playing space for a number 
of Edmonton’s oldest independent theatre companies. 


Varscona Theatre (10329 - 83 Avenue) 


As a result, it offers a wide variety of productions, from 
Stewart Lemoine’s comedic farces to monthly talk-show Oh 
Susanna! where the host dresses in drag. 
What to expect: An alternative to going to the bar on 
Friday nights, Theatre Sports is a late-night improv session 
that’s always good for a laugh. You may encounter some 
high school kids in the crowd, who may have indulged ina 
marijuana cigarette or two before the show, so don’t be shy 
to get in on that action—if you condone such degenerate 
behaviour. Or, for a more subdued but still hilarious spec- 
tacle, check out the long-format improv show, Chimproyv, 
every Saturday evening. 

Notable productions: Evelyn Strange, Theatre Sports, 
Chimproy 


Walterdale Playhouse (10322 - 83 Avenue) © 


The Walterdale is right across the street from the Varscona, 
giving you even more choice than you can shake a stick at. 
It features comfortable seats and looks fairly new, consider- 
ing it once used to bea fire hall. If you have any friends who 
are into drama, either at the U of A or in their spare time, 
chances are they'll be in a Walterdale production sometime 
within the year. 

What to expect: Lots of very friendly people. The plays per- 
formed at the Walterdale are all community theatre, mean- 
ing everyone working there is a volunteer and is interested 
in having fun. 

Notable productions: The Rez Sisters, King Lear 


Citadel Theatre (9828 - 101A Avenue) 


The big, bad brother of Edmonton’s independent theatre 
scene, the Citadel Theatre offers your standard big-stage, 
big-name affairs, from Shakespeare, Shaw and company, to 
its yearly musical and production of A Christmas Carol. The 
Citadel has two main stages, the thrust-style Maclab and the 
proscenium-style Shoctor, allowing for more versatility in 
their productions. The third, smaller space, the Rice, offers 
up less mainstream productions aimed at 30-somethings. 
You can also buy those delicious Haagen-Dazs chocolate- 
dipped ice-cream bars at intermission 

What to expect: Decent but rarely innovative productions 
of classic or well-known works, and the occasional gem that 
proves that big performances aren't all bad. 

Notable productions: Proof, Einstein's Gift, Wit 


Edmonton Opera (9720 - 102 Avenue) 


Housed in the Winspear Centre, Edmonton’s only opera 
company puts on four shows each season. Largely, they 
stick to the oldies like Mozart, Verdi and all those other 
Italian or German dudes, but they also run more modern 


Wenn 


or contemporary operas from time to time. Though expen- 
sive, the spectacle is often worth it—and what better way 
to show a girl you have class than take her to the opera 
before bringing her back to good old Four Henday, which 
just happens to be right next door. They also offer rush stu- 
dent tickets, and student subscriber rates that entitle you to 
free beer and pizza. 

What to expect: Loud singing in foreign languages. 
Notable productions: Filumena, Turandot, The Magic 
Flute 


Note: Many, if not all, theatres here in Edmonton offer 
student pricing, pay-what-you-can evenings or special dis- 
counts for certain days of the week. In addition, six local 
theatre companies—Northern Light Theatre, Shadow 
Theatre, Fringe Theatre Adventures, Catalyst Theatre, 
Walterdale Playhouse and Workshop West Theatre—have 
teamed up to create a Theatre 6-Pack, a pass that gives you 
access to six plays for only $76. It’s a great way to see theatre 
at various venues, as well as a chance to visit the city’s arts 
scene them if you are unfamiliar with it or from out of 
town. Theatre 6-Packs are on sale now, and you can pur- 
chase them at Tix on the Square. 


MOVIE THEATRES 
Garneau Theatre (8712 - 109 Street) (20) 


It has been said that the Garneau theatre is haunted. It 
has also been said that the Garneau has the world’s best 
popcorn. Coincidence? Well, whether or not you believe 
that ghosts make that buttery goodness or not, you should 
know that the theatre has an awesome balcony, and that 
it’s the home to the annual showing of The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show, as well as numerous foreign films. In addi- 
tion, Pharaoh’s Pizza is right next door, so if you don’t 
like ghost-handled goodies, you can still afford to grab a 
delicious bite to eat, thanks to the student discount you 
get on tickets. 


Princess Theatre (10337 - 82 Avenue) @ 


Of course, Whyte Ave is renowned for its numerous bars 
and such, but there’s another form of entertainment hang- 
ing about on the old street that doesn’t involve as much 
bass. That, my friends, is the Princess Theatre. The Princess 
features two different spaces—one up and one down—as 
well as great indie films, comfy seats and an old-school cur- 
tain that goes up before the show. A real theatre experience, 
indeed! The Princess is great because it provides student 
discounts, $5 tickets on Mondays and screens The World’s 
Hottest Commercials annually. . 
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Metro Cinema (9828 - 101 Ave) 


In a way, the Metro Cinema is hidden. It’s tucked away in 
the corner of the Citadel Theatre, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
not well used. The Metro features foreign and independent 
films, as well as older reels, from the classic to the obscure. 
They will also often run retrospectives of significant direc- 
tors and genres—so keep an eye out if you're into spaghetti 
westerns, Kurosawa or the like. 


Empire City Centre Cinemas 


If you're looking for your plain old Hollywood movie, and 
you don’t want to wait for it to go onto DVD, City Centre 
Cinema is the best place to go. Easily accessible by city tran- 
sit (unlike most of Edmonton’s other movie theatres), it 
usually has all of the newest films playing—plus you can 
do some shopping before or after the show. 


ART VENUES 
Art Gallery of Alberta (2 Sir Winston Churchill Square) 


Slated for a snazzy renovation sometime soon, the Art Gallery of 
Alberta (formerly the Edmonton Art Gallery) is a woefully ugly 
art gallery that occasionally houses interesting exhibits. The per- 
manent displays are largely not worth it, so be sure to check into 
what's currently being displayed before you head down. 


Latitude 53 (10248 - 106 Street, Second Floor) 


Latitude 53 Society of Artists is a not-for-profit artist-run 
centre, giving both artists and the public access to new and 
experimental art forms. If you're interested in visual arts, 
Latitude 53 also offers seminars and workshops to keep you 
up-to-date with all that’s happening. 


FAB Gallery (3-98 Fine Arts Building, U of A Campus) @ 


On the main floor of the Fine Arts Building, you'll find a gal- 
lery that displays the work of current BFA or MFA students, 
and is used to showcase the thesis work of Masters students. 
Ir’s free, and a good way to pass half an hour if you miss your 
bus or are feeling particular uncultured one afternoon. 


Some Whyte Ave-area coffee shop 


All around the University area are coffee shops and restau- 
rants that display work by local artists. Often atrocious and 
overpriced, they serve well as awkward-first-date conversa- 
tion pieces, allowing you to fill the silence and gauge your 
potential mate’s taste at the same time. 


T1 


RAVEL islets us ? baddies BS a, Aa EY Ba om 
aXe” : [eas 


EX : = : Xi = 


%, 


and now ... 


HOT NUTS! 


GET. Beer, honey-roasted peanuts, a 
hatred of sobriety 
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FILL: Glasses to an equal measure 


COUNT: To three 
DROP: A nut into your beer 


—<< 


DRINK: If your nut is the last to surface. 
Repeat until blind. 
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CHOICES, CHOICES So far, twelve universities across Canada, including the U of A, have told Maclean‘s they want out of the magazine's annual education review. 


Universities drop out of Macleans survey 


Letter signed by eleven universities blames flawed 


Presidents at Alberta's three universities say 
rankings leave province at a disadvantage 


CHLOE FEDIO 
Managing Editor 


While the “Alberta advantage” is a 
suitable label for the province in most 
respects, when it comes to university 
rankings, Canada’s richest province 
says it’s being slighted against the rest 
of the nation. 

On 14 August, presidents from 
eleven of Canada’s universities sent a 
letter to Maclean’s magazine indicat- 
ing that they would no longer fill out 
the questionnaire required to create 
the magazine’s annual university rank- 
ings issue, due to what they called an 
“oversimplified and arbitrary” meth- 
odology. And, though the signatories 
represented institutions from coast to 
coast, all three of Alberta’s universities 
made a firm stand together on specific 
issues. 

Dr Alan Harrison, Provost and Vice- 
President (Academic) at the University 
of Calgary, explained that one main 
source of contention, shared by all 
Alberta institutions (not  includ- 
ing Athabasca University, which has 
never been included in the rankings), 
was the manner in which Maclean’s 
calculated university entrance grades, 
which is weighted about eleven 
per cent among all of the elements 
assessed. 

“The issue is quite straightfor- 
ward: it has to do with whether the 
reported grades for students in one 
province are directly comparable 
with the recorded grades in another 
province,” Harrison said. “If you just 
stack them up side by side, Alberta is 
disadvantaged.” 


University of Lethbridge President 
William Cade said that even though 
Alberta high-school students have 
the highest national average in math- 
ematics and language efficiency tests, 
because provinces have different per- 
centage points for As, entry grades for 
Alberta universities seem lower than 
they are in reality. 

“Because of grade inflation, some 
other provinces’ universities have 
higher rankings than the Alberta 
students, even though the Alberta 
students are top-notch by all other 
measures. Grades are a big deal with 
us—how the magazine gages them— 
and they’ve never really addressed that 
issue at all,” Cade said. 

Tony Keller, managing editor of spe- 
cial projects at Maclean’s, agreed that 
Alberta’s complaint is valid, however, 
he argued that there was no practical 
solution so far. 

“They actually make a good point 
on this: it is an area that has to be 
studied,” Keller said. “I asked the 
University of Alberta to provide me 
with a proposal: I’m still waiting. This 
is a problem that requires a 200-page 
solution and all I’ve gotten from them 
is one sentence.” 

Furthermore, the challenges 
for reforming the way Maclean's 
measures entrance grades extends 
beyond Alberta, Keller said, pointing 
to Dalhousie, a university that gets 
more than a third of its students from 
outside of Nova Scotia. 

“T just don’t know how to deal with 
this. ’'m a journalist—I don’t run 
Statistics Canada,” Keller said. 

PLEASE SEE MACLEAN'S ¢ PAGE 4 


methodology for decision to end participation 


WILLIAM WOLFE-WYLIE 
CUP Atlantic Bureau Chief 


SACKVILLE, NB (CUP)—Tony Keller 
is the managing editor of special proj- 
ects at Maclean’s, working in the same 
department charged with putting 
together the annual university rank- 
ings. He first heard that eleven univer- 
sities were pulling out of the annual 
feature when an Edmonton Journal 
reporter called his office asking for 
a comment. But that was only the 
beginning 

“Tt was very convoluted,” said Keller 
about how he received the letter, 
which was signed by eleven univer- 
sity presidents. After several other 
media outlets called him asking for 
comment, he became concerned that 
he hadn’t yet received a document that 
seemingly everyone else had. “I asked 
several universities to please send it to 
me,” he said. 

Maclean’s annual university rank- 
ings has withstood criticism for 15 
years, but now eleven universities 
from across the country have declared 
that theyre not going to take part in 
the 16th survey, stating that the meth- 
odology used to compile the statistics 
is flawed and delivers an oversimpli- 
fied view of their institutions. 

The following universities officially 
withdrew their support from the mag- 
azine’s rankings in a letter dated 14 
August, 2006: Dalhousie University, 
McMaster University, Simon Fraser 
University, the University of Alberta, 
the University of British Columbia, the 
University of Calgary, the University 
of Lethbridge, the University of 


Manitoba, the University of Montréal, 
the University of Ottawa and the 
University of Toronto. 

The letter stated that the methodol- 
ogy used to compile a large number of 
statistics into a single ranking and that 
the magazine was comparing “apples 
and oranges.” 

The University of Northern British 
Columbia, for example, was rated 
eighth overall in 2002 when it had 
achieved top marks in library acqui- 
sitions while falling to the bottom of 
the pile in scholarships and bursaries. 

“When it lumps all these categories 
together into a single ranking, arbi- 
trarily assigning more points to one 
category than another based on its 
own idiosyncratic judgment, it funda- 
mentally misrepresents the character 
of every institution,” said Dalhousie 
University President Tom Traves. 

But Keller disagrees. He points out 
that overall averages are exactly how 
universities grade their students and 
that this, as well, can sometimes fail to 
properly represent the student. What 
Maclean's is doing is little different, he 
argues, but it does turn the tables. 

“The universities are saying that 
you can't combine a bunch of grades 
together into a grade point average. 
Right,” said Keller in a phone inter- 
view. “It’s the equivalent of a stu- 
dent submitting their transcript,” he 
added. 

The 2006 issue of the Maclean's 
university rankings will feature 47 
universities, including the universi- 
ties who have decided not to par- 
ticipate, and will hit newsstands on 
2 November. 
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P-Ow shows you H-ow 


Hey there, Captain First-Year. 
| know you've only been on 
campus a short while, but per- 
haps you've noticed the giant, 
yellow building on the south- 
western part of campus. This, 
and the attached complex 
are known as the Butterdome 
and Van Vliet Centre. Hell, if 
you're in Phys Ed, you're prob- 
ably sitting inside it right now, 
reading this little piece. This is 
the hub of campus sports here 
at the University of Alberta. 
Now, you're probably thinking 
you know all there is to know 
about sports. After all, you 
were the star centre on your 
high school team in Kindersley. 
Well, guess what? You don't. 
Lucky for you though, | do. 


Written by Paul Owen 


bb. FIG h ilnetiateatl oe veo eas as WH a 


THE REAL BASICS 


If your Orientation leaders have gotten around to 
teaching you the “U of A” chant, then you probably 
have no clue what they mean when they say “Golden 
Bears” and “Panda Bears.” Here at the U, those are 
the terms that are affectionately used to refer to the 
men and women, respectively, who participate in 
varsity sport. Also, if you are a male, you can prob- 
ably refer to yourself as a Golden Bear when refer- 
encing where you go to school. If you're a female, 
stick to Panda, since they aren't really bears at all 
(your Orientation Leaders lied to you). I know it 
might seem a little overwhelming that we have dif- 
ferent names for our different genders, but it could 
be worse: everyone, including the women, could be 
the Wesmen. 

The Golden Bears, despite their moniker, gener- 
ally don’t wear gold. More often they wear green 
or white with gold trim or piping. This may seem 
like a bit of a misnomer, but the Bears are so suc- 
cessful that they're often found wearing more gold 
around their necks. The teams’ mascot is GUBA, the 
Great University Bear of Alberta, whose psychotic 
grin and all-green attire has been scaring children 
for decades. 

The Pandas women—that’s right, our female 
teams are now the women’s teams, not the girls’ 
teams—are represented by a snarling Panda logo 
that just happens to be missing eyes. Not that it mat- 
ters because Pandas see using sound. They’re like 
bats that way. Patches is the beloved Pandas mascot, 
and unlike her male counterpart, is actually enjoy- 
able to have hanging around games. 

Alberta currently participates in eleven women’s 
and ten men’s sports. Both sexes partake in basket- 
ball, volleyball, hockey, soccer, swimming, cross- 
country, track and field, wrestling and tennis. The 
women also play field hockey and rugby, while the 
men get football. This makes it so there’s roughly the 
same number of female athletes as there are male. 
Isn’t equality grand? 


Alberta’s strongest sport is hockey, where both the 
men and women are defending national champions. 
The volleyball teams are also perennial powerhouses, 
while the rugby team has won five of the seven 
national titles, and is coming off a silver medal. The 
field hockey team is also on a high after a Cinderella- 
run to a national championship last season. 

While it may seem as though Alberta is good at 
everything, recent years have seen struggles from 
the swimming programs, the Pandas basketball 
team, the Pandas cross-country team and, last year, 
the wrestling teams. 

For only four bucks, with your student ID, you 
can catch any game on campus. Volleyball and bas- 
ketball inhabit the Main Gym, which is currently in 
need of'a hip name change, while hockey takes place 
right next door in Clare Drake Arena, which is in 
desperate need of not being an ugly, uncomfortable 
shit-hole. Football, soccer, rugby and field hockey 
take place at Foote Field, just south of campus, while 
tennis has the Saville Sports Centre. Wrestling and 
Track take place inside the Butterdome. 


INTRO TO CIS 


With the exception of tennis, all of the sports played 
at the U of A are considered Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport (CIS) events. This is because all of them hold a 
CIS national championship. 

CIS is composed of four conferences: Atlantic 
University Sport (AUS) for the Maritimes, the 
Québec Student Sports Federation (QSSF), Ontario 
University Athletics (QUA) and Canada West, which 
includes all schools west of Ontario. CIS schools must 
be a member of one of the four conferences, and 
must declare for at least one male and one female 
sport. In addition, member universities this year will 
pay a $1800 membership fee as well as a sport-spe- 
cific fee for each that the school partakes in—foot- 
ball is the highest at $923, while cross-country is the 
lowest at $151. Schools also pay a travel-pool fee and 
a coaches’ association fee for each sport. 


CIS athletes are given five years of eligibility, as 
well as the ability to sit out—or red-shirt—a year. 
They are subject to drug testing and must maintain 
a 60 per cent average in their courses. Now, lest 
we shatter the traditional conception that athletes 
are known for their academic leanings and supe- 
rior intellect, keep in mind that 60 per cent is a lot 
harder to attain in university than in high school. 
They're also required to take a minimum of three 
courses every semester in which they're competing, 
for a minimum of six in the year. Student athletes 
who maintain an average of 80 per cent or higher 
are recognized as Academic All-Canadians. Alberta 
had 141 of these last year. 

These eligibility requirements often come into 
effect at the U of A. In the 2004/05 hockey season, 
Doug Auchenberg failed a drug test and was kicked 
off the team that would go on to win CIS gold. All- 
Canadian basketball player Robbie Valpreda was 
unable to remain academically eligible at the U of A 
and completed his postsecondary career dominating 
at Grant MacEwan. 

Tennis, as I mentioned earlier, is not a CIS sport, 
but rather part of the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), a predominantly 
American association of smaller schools. Many 
Canadian schools do participate and thrive in NAIA 
sports. Simon Fraser has a top diving squad, and UBC 
boasts one of the best NAIA baseball programs. 


GOOD SPORTING TO YOU 


So there’s your crash course in Pandas and Bears 
sports. I hope you realize that this means you have 
to go to some games now—it’s the law on campus. 
And professors give better grades to those of you 
with school spirit. Also, there are rarely ever cheer- 
leaders at games, but don’t be discouraged: there’s 
this thing called the A-Team that runs around in 
green jumpsuits with giant gold As on the front and 
gives out free stuff to a lackluster crowd. I bet they 
didn’t have that in Kindersley, now did they? 


So now that you know how every- 
thing works, youre going to want 
to know which games are the best 
to see. Alberta's biggest rival is actu- 
ally the Saskatchewan Huskies, not 
the Calgary Dinos, mainly because 
the Dinos aren't good enough to be 
on the same field/court/ice as us. 
That's right, Calgary sucks. Even 
you Calgarians reading this know 
that. That’s why you came here in 
the first place. As such, any matchup 
versus the Huskies is worth mark- 
ing down on your calendar. Or, 
you could always just follow this 
handy-dandy list to see what's 
worth watching. 


12 September, 2006: Bears 
hockey vs Edmonton Oilers 
Rookies 

The annual rookie game will give 
you a chance to see Marc-André 
Pouliot, Robbie Schremp, Ladislav 
Smid and all the other Oiler hope- 
fuls get their tails whipped by the 
Bears. Happens every year. 


1 October, 2006: Pandas soccer 
vs Victoria Vikes 

The Pandas finished fifth last 
season while hosting nationals and 
they look poised to put up a strong 
season this year. The Vikes are the 
defending national champions and 
obviously feel comfortable playing 
on Foote Field, having won their 
banner there in November. 


12-14 October, 2006: Bears vol- 
leyball Can-Am Challenge 
This was the highlight of last year’s 


four Canadian volleyball teams face 
off against the top four NCAA for 
bragging rights. 


21 October, 2006: Bears foot- 
ball vs Saskatchewan Huskies 
The Huskies have been the only 
thing keeping the Bears from a 
conference title the past two sea- 
sons, and these two squads should 
once again be at the top of the pack 
this season in Canada West. 


2-3 December, 2006: Pandas 
volleyball vs Calgary Dinos 

The Dinos have been tough on the 
Pandas the last few years and this 
one should be no different. 


5-6 January, 2007: Bears bas- 
ketball vs Calgary Dinos 

Of the last seven games these two 
teams have played in Edmonton, 
only one didn’t come down to a last 


entire Gateway sports crew. The top shot opportunity. 


A WORD ON CAMPUS RECREATION 

We can’t all be varsity athletes. Fortunately, we can all stay active 
on campus thanks to the plethora of activities available though 
the U of A Campus Recreation programs, which can help you 
avoid the dreaded “Freshman 15.” Between intramurals, not- 
for-credit classes and activity clubs, not to mention the fitness 
centre and pool, there’s something for everyone in Van Vliet. 

Intramurals begin almost as soon as classes do, so keep your 
eyes open for the first postings either on the bulletin boards in 
VV or on the web. Fall co-rec sports include ultimate frisbee, 
volleyball, badminton and walleyball. Many more women’s 
and men’s sports are available. And, don’t think for a second 
that you can saunter in on the last day of registration and still 
get your team signed up. All sports have a limited number of 
teams that can register and they fill up fast. 

A great way to fill the hours between classes is with a little 
yoga or any of the other not-for-credit courses. Hone your 
climbing skills, tone your (insert appendage here), or brush 
up on your self defense skills all on campus and within your 
budget. 

The gym can be something of a zoo to navigate through 
your first time, so be sure to ask the friendly people at the desk 
about sign-in procedures if you are unfamiliar with them. You 
can sign most cardio equipment out for a half hour or risk 
being booted off in the middle of your work out. Rush hours, 
between noon and one and 3:30-6:30, are best avoided but, 
if you must, try signing out the equipment you want in the 
morning to secure a spot. If you have the luxury of time, try 
coming at 6am or, if you are less ofa morning person, 7-10pm 
usually sees a slow down in traffic. 

Activity clubs are a great way to stay fit and meet people with 
common interests. If you miss their booths during orientation 
you can find contact info and URL through the campus rec 
website (http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/campusrec/clubs. 
cfm). 

So now you know the ins and outs of campus sports. There 
is no excuse for being lazy when there are so many entertain- 
ing things to be doing. No matter how obscure your sporting 
interest is, someone at the University shares it—all you have to 
do is find out who they are. 
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You’ve probably got tons of textbooks to pick up at the campus bookstore, so some shelving might be in Ress G3 S 


order. Whatever you’re looking for this school year, Canadian Tire has it. From handy storage solutions for FOR A CHANCE TO 

WIN A $1000 
all that heavy reading, to highlighters and coffee makers so you can make it through crunch time. Strapped SHOPPING SPREE 
for cash? Tell your folks about our reloadable gift card. AGREAT SCHOOL YEAR STARTS AT CANADIAN TIRE. . 


canadiantire.ca/backinclass 


GROUP 
COMMENTARY 


So, that’s it, folks; the summer of 
2006 has come and gone, leaving 
us to reminisce about days passed 
under old oak trees and nights spent 
in someone else’s bed. But before you 
start kicking yourself, wishing you 
had taken a picture of your friend’s 
face stuffed with three bags of mini 
donuts, or that you had recorded your 
uncle having a drunken conversation 
with a newspaper box, read on: the 
Gateway’s illustrious A&E writers 
have documented the best and worst 
moments in summer entertainment, 
just for you to look back on when 
you're senile. Think of it as our ver- 
sion of “Summer of ’69.” 


MATTHEW BARRETT 
Best: Street Performers Festival 


The Street Performers Festival is one 
of the few opportunities outside a 
Social 30 class to bust out the term 
“cultural mosaic.” The acts at the 
festival were as diverse as the per- 
formers themselves, and the cultural 
influences each brought to their craft 
only amplified the creativity of their 
shtick. From outlandish dances to 
acrobatics, puppetry and illusion, the 
Street Performers festival was a pana- 
cea against boredom. The only real 
downside to the Festival was certain 
performers’ callous haranguing of 
the audience for ridiculous amounts 
of money. Even still, the festival man- 
aged to remain one of the highlights 
of the summer. 


Worst: Miami Vice 


Miami Vice doesn’t come close 
to Michael Mann’s other work. It 
doesn’t have the anxieties and ten- 
sions of Collateral, nor does it have 
the fleshed-out characters of Heat. 
And even though it’s a movie that 
was marketed as dealing with iden- 


tity, the most the audience gets in 
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way of depth is stinted conversations 
between Foxx and Farrell that are 
usually resolved with monosyllabic 
affirmatives, the occasional grunt 
or an overly protracted silence. The 
character relationships are about as 
flat as the plot developments, both of 
which only start going somewhere 
during the last leg of the film. Before 
that, though, youre pretty much 
watching Colin Farrell pout for two 
hours. 


JONN KMECH 
Best: The Road to Guantanamo 


In the four long months of summer, | 
was witness to several good concerts 
Since I am forced to 
choose one as the best, I will go with 
the one that was the hardest hitting, 
emotionally speaking: the docudrama 
The Road to Guantanamo. Telling the 
story of three British Muslim broth- 
ers imprisoned and interrogated 


and movies. 


at Guantanamo Bay for two years, 
then released without charges, the 
film delivers a powerful and sober- 
ing message about the state of human 
rights in the world during the war 
on terror, forcing you to think about 
where exactly the line should be 
drawn. If you're anything like me, 
you will likely leave the movie edu- 
cated, which is how political docu- 
mentaries should affect us all. 


Worst: Little Man 


While Snakes On A Plane was defi- 
nitely over-hyped for its 
badness, 
award has to go to Little Man. The 
Wayans Brothers—who, it must be 


sheer 
the worst entertainment 


reminded, used to be funny—have 
truly hit rock bottom, taking the 


lowest common denominator to 


levels below those achieved even by 
White Chicks. What resulted was a 
movie so mind-bogglingly stupid 
that it makes me wonder how anyone 
could enjoy it without having a 
complete frontal lobotomy. How do 
scripts like this get green-lighted? Oh, 
right, they pull in a healthy box office 
receipt, in this case almost $60 mil- 
lion. It’s the same way Rob Schneider 
pays the bills. Not to mention that the 
whole script was plagiarized from a 


far-superior Warner Brothers car- 
toon. The Wayans can next be seen 
elevating the comedic bar in witty 
and completely unpredictable ways 
in Pretty Ugly, a film where a fash- 
ionable socialite wakes up one day 
to find herself ugly. No doubt, it will 
likely be up for nomination for the 
worst of summer 2007. 


ELIZABETH VAIL 
Best: Little Miss Sunshine 


No one saw him wailing the names 
of American Idol winners while hor- 
rifying amounts of hair were waxed 
from his body, or expressing his 
disappointment about how the lava 
lamp he drank didn’t contain any 
lava, but many of us did witness Steve 
Carell prancing his way onto what is 
the highlight of the summer movie 
season. Propelled by a wisp of a road- 
trip plot, Little Miss Sunshine chugs 
forward on the marvellous come- 
dic talents of suicidal, gay Proust 
scholar Carell, harried mother Toni 
Collette, motivational speaker/dad 
Greg Kinnear and heroin-snorting 
granddad Alan Arkan. With a family 
on the skids forced to endure long 
drives, bad rest stops and endless 
spats to register the daughter Olive 
(an appealing Abigail Breslin) in 
the titular beauty pageant, first-time 
feature directors Jonathan Dayton 
and Valerie Faris demonstrate that 


the family that steals-cadavers-and- 
gets-their-freak-on-to-Rick-James 
together, stays together. 


Worst: The Devil Wears Prada 


This was the summer of the bad 
book adaptation. Based on Lauren 
Weisberger’s spiteful roman a clef, 
The Devil Wears Prada had all of its 
deliciously catty claws worn off by 
its tumble through the Hollywood 
machine, emerging as a fluffy marsh- 
mallow girl-power version, as cloy- 
ing as its plot was hypocritical. The 
result of trying to please everybody 
is that nobody ends up satisfied. Even 
Meryl Streep’s turn as editrix Miranda 
Priestly is given a saccharine expla- 
nation for her divine bitch-goddess 
behaviour (awww, another divorce? 
How sad). It’s hard to take themes 


of uniqueness over conformity seri- 
ously when they’re packaged in a film 
as obviously test-screened and com- 
mercial as this one. 


EDMON ROTEA 
Best: Little Miss Sunshine 


The story about a dysfunctional 
family coming together in order to 
get their young daughter into the 
finals of a beauty pageant is easily 
the funniest and most heartwarming 
family movie to be released in years. 
With an ensemble of characters con- 
sisting of a drug-using grandfather, 
his motivational-speaker son and 
his estranged overstressed wife, as 
well as a suicidal, gay brother (Steve 
Carell) who has trouble communi- 
cating with his Nietzsche-fanatical 
nephew, the only happiness in the 
life of seven-year-old Olive (Abigail 
Breslin) is becoming a finalist in the 
Little Miss Sunshine beauty pageant. 
Breslin is a scene-stealer with her 
cuteness, innocence and genuine 
down-to-earth — personality—traits 
that help her character reveal the arti- 
ficialness and absurdity of children’s 
beauty pageants. Little Miss Sunshine 
is a film with a lot of heart and soul. 


It’s the classic story ofa family uniting 
together to overcome adversity—and 
triumphantly succeeding in the end. 


Worst: Miami Vice 


Fans of the ’80s television series and 
those expecting a fun action flick will 
be bitterly disappointed. The film’s 
dark and gritty look, gruesome shoot- 
out scenes and violence that oozed 
from the trailer make Miami Vice 
look like a winner. However, trail- 
ers can be misleading. What’s most 
disappointing, though, is watching 
the movie begin in the middle of the 
story itself, leaving audiences to par- 
take in too much mental work, trying 
to figure out the plot, the characters’ 
relationships with each other, and 
what’s happening during each scene. 
Even worse is the fact that Detective 
Ricardo Tubbs (Jamie Foxx) is more 
of a minor character in comparison to 
the villain, Collin Farrell’s on-screen 
love interest, Isabella (Gong Li). 
With the film’s slick-looking cars, fast 


Me 
LEFT PHOTO: JOSH NAULT 


planes, speedboats and cool clothes, 
Miami Vice is a film that’s nice on the 
eyes, but in terms of narrative, it’s not 
fun to watch. 


TYSON DURST 
Best: Fringe Festival 


The award for the best piece of enter- 
tainment that I witnessed this past 
summer in our fair city goes to the 
Fringe Festival, which marked its 25- 
year anniversary. From the moment 
I entered the Fringe grounds on a 
perfect Friday afternoon full of sun- 
shine and deep-fried lollipops, I 
was mesmerized by belly dancers, 
intrigued by magicians, and dazzled 
by the creativity and talent of various 
buskers—while in awe at the colos- 
sal amount of food available in deep- 
fried format. Add to this the main 
attraction of live theatre appealing to 
a wide range of tastes and interests, 
and you've got a festival loaded with 
more fun than a helium-filled balloon 
wrapped in cotton candy. And, eBay 
aside, where else can I buy a custom- 
ized Bruce Lee light-switch cover as a 
souvenir of my Fringe fun? 


Worst: Superman Returns 


Sadly, Superman Returns turned out 
to be a rehashed, weaker version of 
Superman: The Movie that simply 
wastes the villainous potential of Lex 
Luthor and the talents of Kevin Spacey. 
I was hoping that Bryan Singer, who 
jumped the X-Men money train, 
would put his own stamp on the 
iconic character in the same way that 
Christopher Nolan reinvigorated the 
Bat franchise with last year’s Batman 
Begins. But, instead, much of the 
script was pretty much recycled from 
the original film. However, Singer 
did give usa pile of over-the-top reli- 
gious imagery and subtext that points 
to Superman really being Jesus in a 
cape. I suppose that might be more 
palatable to some audiences than the 
idea of a super-powered illegal immi- 
grant from another planet, co-cre- 
ated by a Jewish Canadian, walking 
among the American public under a 
secret identity and disguise. Just put 
on a pair of glasses and—whammo! 
Invisible! Take that FBI! 
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88 groovy ways to hit the musical top 


LA pop-rock quartet The 88 are still unsigned, but that’s not stopping them from gaining exposure on their own 


The 88 

With Matt Costa 

Thursday, 7 September at 8pm 
The Powerplant 


JESSICA WARREN 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


The retro revolution is in full swing, 
but unsigned LA-based rock group 
The 88 can't be accused of milking 
the genre just because it’s becoming 
more and more popular. They’ve been 
making neo-oldies music for over a 
decade, and rather than being moti- 
vated by the prosperous musician’s 
lifestyle that stems from following 
a particular music trend, The 88 are 
finding that their love for tunes truly 
has been their key to success. 

“A long time ago, we went through 
the phase of drinking and drugs and 
things like that, and actually, it ended 
up hurting us,” says The 88’s keyboard- 
ist Adam Merrin. “We broke up for a 
year. It was a really dark time, so it was 
great to be able to come out of that and 
begin playing music again, and now 
be able to do it very clear-headed, 
with the ability to remain focused and 


to stay away from all that. 

“T got into drugs by reading Beatles 
books,” “T mean, 
they glorified [drug use] and I knew 
about how they'd take LSD and then 
record. So, I was always curious about 
it, and I looked up to them so much. 
They were my favourite band. I wanted 
to live that lifestyle, and I started get- 
ting into other ’60s bands, and, as you 
know, drugs were just a part of the 
way they lived. As a kid aged 14 or 15, 
I looked up to it and really wanted to 
live like that.” 

Since cleaning up their act midway 
through their career, The 88 have 
undertaken successful venture after 
successful venture. Their self-pro- 
duced CD sampler made it into the 
hands of Josh Schwartz, creator of 
The OC, and thanks to the appearance 
of one of their songs on the show’s 
soundtrack, the band has been in high 
demand by other prime-time dramas, 
as well as by fans who are flocking to 


Merrin continues. 


see their energy-laden performances. 
The sharp, pinstripe-wearing quar- 
tet—consisting of Merrin, Keith 
Slettedahl (vocals, guitar), Todd 
O’Keefe (bass) and Anthony Zimmitti 
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(drums)—is apparently a welcome 
change from other ’60s-clad bands 
that spend their time being cooler 
than their fan base. 

“We're really not much of a mes- 
sage-oriented band,” Merrin explains. 
“For us, it’s more about having a good 
time. I mean, our shows are really 
fun and lively, and people love to just 
sing and dance when we play. We're 
just really about having a good time 
and meeting our fans. We're very 
approachable, and we love talking 
with people after a gig.” 


This band-next-door mentality 
seems to be working for this four- 
some that denies that art and pop 
songs can't work together. While 
their music is catchy, Merrin remains 
convinced that the esoteric side of 
The 88’s music isn’t to be missed by 
their listeners, or, ironically by The 
88’s future selves. 

“The funny thing about our music 
is you can go back to your lyrics after 
a certain amount of time and it will 
have meaning,” Merrin says. “I think 
it’s just like a stream of consciousness, 


and when we go back and listen to 
what we wrote, we might think to 
ourselves, ‘Oh yeah, I was talking 
about this at this point in my life. So 
our songs do have a meaning; it’s just 
at the time we write a song, we don’t 
realize it.” 

After over a decade of self-promo- 
tion and personal battles, it seems 
like The 88 are poising themselves 
for a success that’s both artistically 
valid and drug-free—a kind of suc- 
cess the masses, and their moms, can 
truly appreciate. 


THE 88 SPILL THEIR SECRETS 


It's obvious that The 88's success has 
been hard-won, especially since the 
band is still without a label. With over a 
decade of music making under his belt, 
Adam Merrin knows the know-how 
on giving budding musicians advice on 
getting their name out to the people 
who matter. Here are some tips: 
“There's enough room for everyone 
out there who wants to make a living 


playing music. One of the best things 
we ever did with the band was make 
CD samplers of a couple songs off 
our first record, and pass them out all 
around town. It worked. We noticed 
there was more and more attendance 
at our shows.” 
“We'dalsogoto venues where bands 
were playing and where we thought 
the fans would also like our music—like 


Supergrass, the Foo Fighters, Rooney 
and Modest Mouse. And, at all these 
local shows, we'd go and pass out CD 
samplers. People would go home and 
listen to it, or listen to it in their car 
with their friends, and it really worked. 
Plus, you meet a lot of people that way, 
people in the industry too.” 

“The Internet is good, too; Myspace Is a 
great way of getting your name out there.” 


Its a new school year, you've got some new shoes 
a shiny new binder, some brand new #10 pencils, 
and by some crazy cosmic coincidence: 


ORIENTATION MEETNGS TO BE HELD ON 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2006 


7:00PM 


SUB Alumni Room 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2006 


7:00PM 


Education Room, N2 115 


Listener-Supported, Campus-Based Community Radio * www.cjsr.com 
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Haunting a familiar place 


Phantom of the Opera is returning to Edmonton once again, and according 
to actor Bruce Winant, the old ghost still has its charm, humour and passion 


Preview: Phantom of the 
Opera 

30 August to 24 September 
Showtimes vary 

Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 


KRISTINA DEGUZMAN 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


It has been almost 20 years since 
Phantom of the Opera first opened in 
London, and, recently, it has surpassed 
Cats in total performances, making it 
the longest-running Broadway produc- 
tion. Indeed, Phantom is the grandpa 
of musicals, having toured our fair city 
more often than it hasn’t, but despite 
its continual return to Edmonton and 
the numerous reproductions that typi- 
cally follow, there’s no doubt that the 
timeless story will once again attract 
sold-out audiences. 

“The story is so universal,” explains 
actor Bruce Winant, who plays one 
of the Paris Opera House managers, 
Monsieur Firmin, in the American 
production currently touring Canada. 
“Tt’s a great old Victorian romance, and 
I think that touches a lot of people.” 

Stressing the forbidden choices that 
linger about this extraordinary tale, 
Winant says that he understands the 
conflicts that emerge between his 
character and others. In addition, he 
firmly believes that they’re what drove 
its mass appeal for so long. 

“The Phantom is not a bad guy,” 
Winant says. “You actually feel some 
people hope that Christine and the 
Phantom get together. She’s torn 


between her two loves—Raoul, the 
viscount who rescues her from the 
Phantom, and her love and respect for 
[the Phantom], who deeply loves her 
and who’s just ... insane!” 


Winant’s cheerful, easygoing per- 
sona is undoubtedly a reflection of his 
role. Monsieur Firmin is one of the 
silly characters who, despite his scep- 
ticism, provides relief in all of the cra- 
ziness that occurs in the opera house. 

Having been in two other long- 
running plays, Les Misérables and Miss 
Saigon, the third time’s a charm for 
Winant, who has always wanted to do 
Phantom of the Opera. Similarly, he’s 
thrilled that nothing has really been 
done to diminish the grandeur of the 
production, so he can enjoy—from an 
insider’s perspective—the legacy that 
is Phantom. 


“As a kid, you watch 
Phantom and you go, 
‘Oh, cool, look: the 
chandelier is flying 
and the smoke and 
the explosion and the 
Phantom is shooting 
fire!’ As an adult, you 
get more involved in 
the story.” 


BRUCE WINANT 


“Nothing has been scaled back,” 
Winant says. “Many tours that go out 
now—hit shows—are scaled back to 
save costs but this production is a hun- 
dred per cent the same as the one on 
Broadway. 

“To hear a live orchestra, hear 
the singers doing it right in front of 
you and not in a recording studio 


where their voices can be altered and 
changed—that live theatre experience 
is unlike anything else,” Winant says, 
comparing the live production to the 
movie. “It’s magical because you get to 
see the story unfold before your eyes 
as opposed to having it been done 
five years previous on a sound stage. 
It’s like: why would you go see Green 
Day in concert when you could just 
play the album? It’s the same kind of 
thing.” 

Speaking of music, Phantom’s catchy 
rock-beat numbers play a definitive 
role in its longevity, and also appeal 
to young people even though they 
might not understand the history or 
impact the show has had. The original 
cast album even reached number one 
on Britain’s music charts, becoming 
known as “the British invasion of pop 
opera.” 

Winant that his 
favourite audience is college stu- 


also admits 
dents. Having taught a seminar at 
the University of Michigan, he feels 
inspired when he hears students say 
how they had grown up listening to 
Phantom’s music, and how it inspired 
them to delve into the theatre world. 
However, despite his bias towards 
what sort of onlookers he hopes to 
attract, Winant knows that Phantom 
will continue captivating all sorts of 
individual interest levels. 

“As a kid, you watch Phantom and 
you go, ‘Oh, cool, look: the chandelier 
is flying and the smoke and the explo- 
sion and the Phantom is shooting fire!’ 
As an adult, you get more involved 
in the story. It’s been fascinating to 
meet people after the show backstage. 
People have seen the show twelve, 13, 
14 times. They get something out of it 
each time.” 
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From classroom to career: CaPS Works! 
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illustrators required 
production@gateway.ualberta.ca 


Would you like to sing at the U of A? 
; 5) Get credit or sing for fun! f ; 


Main Campus 

U of A Mixed Chorus (non-credit) 

Contact Nikki Van Dusen 492-9606 or visit booth at WOW 
Concert Choir (credit or non-credit) 

Madrigal Singers (credit or non-credit) 

Happnin’ Jazz Ensemble (credit or non-credit) 


Graduate Recital Choir (credit or non-credit) 
Contact Leonard.Ratzlaff@UAlberta.CA 


Campus Saint-Jean 
Chorale Saint-Jean (en Francais; credit or non-credit) 
Contact Laurier Fagnan 465-8603 


Augustana Campus 
Augustana Choir (credit) 


Augustana Men’s Choir (no audition; credit or non-credit) 
Contact Ardelle Ries 449-2777 ext 1126 


Sangkor (women only; no audition; credit or non-credit) 


Contact Kathleen Corcoran 449-2777 ext 1167 
)? Now auditioning! dy 
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baad Career and Placement Services (CaPS) 
2-100 SUB wwwualberta.ca/caps 492-4291 


Do you need help: 


Planning your career? 
Writing a resume? 

Acing a job interview? 
Finding work? 

Networking with employers? 


Staying in the loop about 
career-related issues? 


CaPS can help! 


Visit our Resource Centre or check out our website and 
find out how we can help you! CaPS is your campus 
career centre and has been working with students in 
every year of study and all disciplines for the past 20 


years! How can we help you? 


CAPS 


Career and Placement Services 


() ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Volunteer to Tutor 
English as a Second Language 


Flexible hours 
Training provided 


P.A.L.S. 424-5514 


Ladies color starting at $95 
Men's streaks $49 

Ladies hair cut $25 

Men's hair cut $16 


Lowest Prices on Product 
GUARANTEED 


\ead z UP 


GRAND OPENING 


sept. 11_ 2006 
RECIEVE FREE 


- American crew shampoo 
value $13 with men’s hair 
Cut; 

- Ladies gift with any service 


LIMITED QUANTITY 


11151-87 Ave / Campus Tower Hotel. 


See our CUPON in the 
student HAND BOOK. 


Tell: (780) 435-9030 


EMV OF 


Career and Placement Services (CaPS) 
2-100 SUB www.ualberta.ca/caps 492-4291 


Careers Day 2006 


Attend Careers Day 2006 and meet 
with 250 employers recruiting 


students from all disciplines! 


Wednesday, September 20 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Butterdome 


Be sure to check out the FREE Brown Bag Lunch 
Seminar in the CaPS Resource Centre (2-100 SUB) 
before Careers Day: 


Making career fairs and career forums 


work for you! 

Wednesday, September 13 - 12:05 to 12:50 p.m. 
Thursday, September 14 - 12:35 to 1:20 p.m. 
Monday, September 18 - 12:05 to 12:50 p.m. 


cap® 


Career and Placement Services 


Put your talents to work! 
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Snakes: motherfuckin awesome! 


Snakes On A Plane 

Directed By David R. Ellis 

Starring Samuel L. Jackson, Julianna 
Margulies, Nathan Phillips, Rachel 
Blanchard, Flex Alexander and Kenan 
Thompson 

Now playing 


EDMON ROTEA 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Just as the old expression says “never 
judge a book by its cover,” the same 
also applies to movie titles—never 
judge an upcoming film by its title, no 
matter how preposterous it may sound. 
Despite its simple, self-explanatory 
title, pre-release criticisms and hype, 
the airborne action-thriller Snakes On 
A Plane delivers not only tons of snakes, 
but also tons of excitement. 

While the film’s title is blatantly 
indicative of the plot, Snakes On A 
Plane at least gets points for its original- 
ity, inventiveness and cheesiness. The 
film opens witha scene of a picturesque 
Hawaiian excursion: sandy beaches, 
bikini-clad women, sexy female surf- 
ers, tanned bodies and, well, more 
images of bikini-clad women. 

The film starts with what most con- 
sider the vacation of a lifetime—that 
is, until it turns into a nightmare for 
Sean Jones (Nathan Phillips) when 
he witnesses the brutal murder of his 
father, a Californian state prosecutor, at 
the hands of LA-based gangster Eddie 
Kim (Byron Lawson) and his thugs. 
The event prompts FBI operative agent 
Neville Flynn (Samuel L Jackson) to 
seek out and protect Jones, who may be 
the one and only key witness to finally 
testify against Kim for all his crimes, 


even if it means Flynn must fight off 
hoards of snakes on his return trip 
from LA. 

During the tortuous flight, Flynn not 
only has to deal with the venomous 
creatures; he must also contend with 
whiny passengers, dead pilots, plane 


malfunctions, de-pressurized cabins 
and even more snakes. While the plot 
may wear thin at first, there’s never a 
dull moment throughout the entire 
movie. 

Snakes uses the formula of previ- 
ous B-grade action thrillers. Those 
films, from Night of the Living Dead 
to Tremors, have always involved a 
group of unsuspecting individuals sud- 
denly under attack by creatures that 
just happen to have a taste for human 
flesh. As a result, the attacks prompt 
the remaining survivors to seek out 
safe refuge and fight off the creatures 
one after the other as they struggle to 
find a safer place. This generic plot line, 
while overused, benefits the film’s nar- 


rative. Watching it is a lot like indulg- 
ing in one of life’s guilty pleasures, like 
eating an entire tub of premium-brand 
ice cream, or consuming an entire box 
of chocolates. Viewers will constantly 
crave and look forward to the next 
minute—or snake bite—no matter 
how predictable or ridiculous the plot 
becomes. 

Again, like most B-movies, Snakes 
On A Plane is complete with gruesome 
and unsettling death scenes that will 
make most viewers flinch, and perhaps 
fear snakes—or flying coach—after 
seeing this film. The movie is complete 
with breasts, physical humour, lots of 
Samuel L Jackson ass-kicking scenes and 
tons of soon-to-be-classic one-liners. 

While Snakes On A Plane isn’t an 
Oscar-worthy film, at least it’s good 
enough to not win any Razzies. Even 
though it shouldn't be taken seriously, 
it’s still a fun film to watch from begin- 
ning to end—and more entertaining 
than the average in-flight movie. 


Vengeance trilogys sympathetic finale 


Sympathy For Lady 
Vengeance 

Directed by Chan-wook Park 
Starring Yeong-ae Lee, Geurn-ja Lee, 
Min-sik Choi and Mr. Baek 

Metro Cinema 


DANIEL KASZOR 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Sympathy For Lady Vengeance is one of 
the most arresting movies to be released 
in theatres this year. It’s a brutal, poi- 
gnant, sickening and heartfelt story, 
guaranteed to entice audiences more 
than any other movie slated for release 
in upcoming weeks. 

Lady Vengeance begins as Lee Geurm- 
ja is leaving prison. 13 years before, 
she had killed a boy in a botched kid- 
napping. Now, after seemingly being 
reformed in jail, she has turned her 
back on the pastor who “cured” her 
temperament, and is hoping to seek 
vengeance on those who wronged her. 
Helping her are several women she 
befriended during her time in prison, 
where she was known only for her 
kindness. 

However, that synopsis doesn’t fully 
explain the true nature of the film; it’s 
so much more than a simple narra- 
tive. Lady Vengeance works almost as 
an opera, with visual crescendos and 
sometimes non-linear expressions of 
emotion. And as the visual symphony 
progresses, director Park Chan-wook 
begins to layer the story with dimen- 
sions that he had barely hinted at 
throughout the film’s rather flat and 
standard revenge set-up. 

Lady Vengeance is the third in Park’s 
“vengeance trilogy” (the first two 
being Sympathy for Mr Vengeance 
and Oldboy), a series of movies not 


narratively related, but tied together 
through an overall theme of being 
wronged, the reprisals to those wrongs, 
and the effects those reprisals have 
on the soul. However, in comparison 
to the last film in the trilogy, Oldboy, 
where Park’s style ran rampant and into 
hyperbole, Lady Vengeance maintains 
an emotional grounding and realism 
that lends a contrast to the film’s narra- 
tive and visual flourishes. 

The praise for the emotional foun- 
dation can’t be given solely to Park, 
though, as the lead actress playing 
Geum-ja (Lee Yeong-ae) performs 
with such nuance and believable emo- 
tion that it’s oftentimes impossible to 
think of the movie beyond her perfor- 
mance, even when Park has staged a 
particularly interesting or stimulating 
scene. It’s this performance, alongside 
an overall more nuanced approach 
to filmmaking than in Park’s previ- 
ous efforts, which elevate the movie 
beyond its predecessors. 

It should be noted that because of 
Park’s sometimes outlandish style, 
and because of the speed at which the 


Korean subtitles slip by, it can some- 
times be difficult to follow what’s 
going on. However, the overall gist of 
the story, and its overall moral, aren’t 
hidden by confusing moments—like 
when viewers try to decipher exactly 
who all periphery characters are and 
what they're doing in their particular 
scenes. 

Yet, this quibble is minor, and in 
truth, doesn’t affect the movie that 
harshly. Lady Vengeance is a film that 
needs to be worked at and digested, 
but really, the foreign language is just 
another aspect of cinematic explora- 
tion. The same goes for the brutal, 
but never gratuitous, 
sometimes appears in various scenes 
throughout the movie. 

Even though, in the end, Geum-ja is 
forced to face her own sense of guilt 
over the wrongs she has caused in the 
world, Lady Vengeance shows its true 
nature as a film not focused on revenge, 
but on redemption. And in that same 
way, the “vengeance trilogy” ends on 
a note that is introspective and hope- 
ful, if not a little bit sad. 
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Bookfair cooks up awareness 


Anarchist Bookfair 


1-3 September 
Queen Alexandra Hall 


JESSICA WARREN 
Arts and Entertainment Staff 


The next time you see hastily-scrawled 
“anarchism” graffiti staring at you 
from the other side of a bathroom 
stall, know this: it’s just trying to 
educate you. 

“A big part of the anarchist politi- 
cal philosophy is education,” remarks 
Sean Boomer, 
organizer for the fourth Edmonton 
Anarchist Bookfair. “The bookfair is 
meant to be open to everyone. A big 
part of the reason we do it is to show 
people that anarchists aren’t scary 
people. We'd like to dispel some mis- 
conceptions.” 

Boomer is the antithesis of the ste- 
reotypical “radical” on the political 
left. Softspoken and polite, he has an 
understanding of what his politics 
might look like to those on the out- 
side, and is eager to explain the theory 
of anarchism, in which very little 
has anything to do with our cultured 
image of punks and criminals fol- 
lowing the mantra of “anarchy in the 
UK.” There are anarchists who refuse 
to vote because they consider it to be 
a validation of an inherently corrupt 
system, and there are anarchists, like 
Boomer, who vote in order to make 
the best of'a bad situation. 

“The funny thing about anarchism 
is it’s a very disperse political phil- 
osophy,” Boomer explains. “People 
who attend the Bookfair will be pre- 
sented with a wide variety of differ- 
ent people, different workshops and 
presenters, and different ideas. Plus, 
i's a great place to meet contacts 
especially if you're new—you'll be 
able to see what kinds of anarchist and 


an anarchist and 


anarchist-friendly organizations are in 
the city.” 

And Edmonton, as it turns out, isn’t 
really a bad place for an anarchist to 
live, despite the stereotypes held about 
“conservative” Alberta. In his five years 
of organizing various events, which 
includes four Bookfairs, Boomer says 
there hasn’t been a backlash against it. 


In fact, there has been an unexpected 
amount of support—support from 
corners we might not usually identify 
as anarchist-friendly. 

“The Edmonton Sun actually 
had quite a sympathetic article on 
us last year,” Boomer recalls. “The 
Edmonton Journal, too. I think people 
overestimate the conservativeness of 
Albertans. We have a long-established 
Conservative government here, but 
if you talk to Albertans as individu- 
als, we're all over the political spec- 
trum. If you talk to people who are 
Conservative, they’re not really too 
Conservative. They vote for the party 
for all sorts of different reasons.” 

Pure conservatism, it seems, 
like pure anarchism, doesn’t exist. 
However, there’s always room for 
people to improve upon their political 
knowledge. 

The Anarchist Bookfair 
books on environmentalism, politi- 


carries 
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cal philosophies and other subjects 
not related to the defamation of public 
property or shocking old grannies 
with spike-ridden jackets and uncon- 
ventional hair colors. Boomer likes to 
emphasize the event as being a place 
for the open exchange of ideas, rather 
than as the direct preaching from 
those who know to those who are 
there to learn. 

“The Bookfair has a festival sense 
to it, and when you're at that kind of 
event, you'll be more likely to pick up 
something you might not normally 
pick up,” Boomer says. “It’s important 
for activists, as well as other people, 
to pick up a book of general literature, 
say, to improve their writing or their 
ability to relate to other people. One of 
the things you'll find is that most ven- 
dors are—how should I put it? They’re 
very friendly, off-the-wall people. 
Most of us are just really interested in 
talking about these ideas.” 


AMANDA ASH 


I WANNA CATCH YOUR DISEASE Australian singer/songwriter Ben Lee hopped about like an energetic kangaroo last 
Thursday at the Sidetrack. The sold-out crowd wasn't your typical audience for the venue; giggling girls wearing their Lee 
swag scampered about (mainly pressed against the stage to get closer to the charmer), but that didn't stop him from spill- 
ing out his pop-rock heart. Lee also claimed to be bringing sexy back, and by the end of the performance, | was sold. 
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Bringing back SEXY since 1910 


Orla Vve 


$20 flat 
No GST 
No service charges 
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Buy at all SU info booths on campus 
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Health & Human Service 
Certiticate Programs 


Addiction Studies 
Addiction awareness & prevention. Classroom or online delivery. 500+ 

& 
Children’s Mental Health Pistia ee 
Supporting children through a holistic perspective. Online delivery. Visit our 
Child Learning Through Play website 
Foundation of play. Blended format - classroom and online. 


Managing Conflict in Today's Workplace 
Manage conflict effectively and constructively in the workplace. Online delivery. 


INFORMATION: 440-6867 E-MAIL: cehealth@mtroyal.ca 


MOUNT ROYAL COLLEGE 


Faculty of Continuing Education & Extension 


conted.mtroyal.ca 
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U OFA RINGETTE 


GREEN : GOLD - GREAT 


Tryouts for the 06/07 season 


begin September 7th 


For more info, check out 
www.ringette.ualberta.ca 


The Dudes 


Brain Heart Guitar 
Load Music 
www.thedudes.ca 


CARLA KAVINTA 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


After countless practice sessions in grungy, 
dilapidated basements and incessant tour- 
ing gigs across the country, The Dudes have 
finally ascended from obscurity. Well, sort of: 
Although many may be unfamiliar with 
the Calgarian indie-rock quartet, these four 
talented musicians are quickly becoming a 


Ours To Destroy 
Ours To Destroy 

Indie Pool 
www.ourstodestroy.com 


NICK WIEBE 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


As stated on their website, Ours To Destroy 
classifies their sound as “folk music twisted in 


The Matadors 
Horrorbilly 9000 
Stereo Dynamite 
www.thematadors.net 


ARIELLE SABOV 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


If the psychobilly genre has the capacity to be 
formulaic, then The Matadors have captured this 


G Love 

Lemonade 

Brushfire Records 
www.philadelphonic.com 


RENATO PAGNANI 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Lemonade sounds suspiciously similar to what 


Jack Johnson seems to be doing nowadays—just 


bluesier with salient hip-hop influences. But 
then again, the two are friends, and G Love 
(born Garrett Dutton) is signed to Johnson's 
Brushfire imprint. The folk sounds of Philadelphia 


thursday, 31 august, 2006 


must-see band. 

Appropriately titled, their most recent album, 
Brain Heart Guitar, successfully draws in the 
music junkie with its feel-good melodies and 
sincere lyrics. With undeniably catchy songs like 
“Mendoza Line (Whoa Caroline)” pitted against 
the honest emotion of “Love is Dangerous,” The 
Dudes skillfully balance the comedic with the 
serious. 

Lyrics like “Don’t talk while we're making 
love” prove that these dudes don’t take life too 
seriously, while lines like “If you've got to leave 
me / baby let me go” portray a sort of inno- 
cence and vulnerability. But don’t be fooled by 
the romanticism and heartfelt vocals; loud elec- 
tric-guitar riffs are interjected throughout many 
of the songs, creating a heavier texture, all the 
while adding a touch of ’90s nostalgia. 

It’s safe to say that these boys are a refresh- 
ing departure from the usual Nickelback-esque 
bands emerging from Alberta, even though 
many of their better songs are the products 
of past work, like their Beepuncher EP or This 
Guy’s The Limit. But still, if I had to complain 
about something, it’s that they just had to be 
from Calgary. 


a blender,” an awkward metaphor that never- 
theless accurately captures the failings of their 
debut, self-titled album. 

Ours To Destroy isn’t unlistenable in the least, 
but it never really develops any presence, either. 
Although there are some exceptions, particu- 
larly the songs “Unglued” and “Skipping Rope 
of Daisies,” there aren’t many tracks that can 
actively hold a listener’s attention. 

Perhaps the problem is that Dave Morely, 
the lead vocalist, has a thin, quavering, Dylan- 
esque voice that simply fails to support the 
album. That said, after a few listens I found 
myself enjoying some of the more eccentric 
songs and arrangements featuring—among 
other things—snatches of Native American 
chants and a sound bite from a George W Bush 
speech. 

Overall, Ours To Destroy isn’t a bad album, but 
the group might need a little extra something to 
make themselves stand out in the future. 


ability in Horrorbilly 9000. 

For those who aren’t too familiar with psy- 
chobilly, it’s a term used for music that’s not 
easily describable—it’s kind of like “Elvis meets 
punk.” Horrorbilly 9000's lyrical content fixates 
on horror films and lewd exploitation, and this 
band does not let you forget it. Track after track, 
lead vocalist Hooch Parkins wails on about the 
“Walking Dead,” “Demon Riders,” “Teenage 
Zombie Sluts” and his “Bad Mojo” when the only 
real “bad” thing this singer/guitarist has got 
going for him is his miraculous ability to gener- 
ate cheesy song titles. 

Even giving this album a once-over is some- 
what strenuous. Musically, Horrorbilly 9000 
is inoffensive, but the creative life behind the 
songs is just somewhat lacking. Admittedly, The 
Matadors have an awesome reputation for wicked 
live shows including stage effects and high energy, 
but unfortunately, it seems that without the booze 
and fireworks, this particular set is a dud. 


are definitely apparent in Dutton’s songs, which 
speak of predictable subject matter like the pit- 
falls of touring, living life well and stymied love. 
However, on his own, one can tell that G Love’s 
songs groove as one would expect, without too 
much of Johnson’s influences and with a textured 
backdrop that allows him the freedom of a Dave 
Matthews-like troubadour. 

Lemonade hits its stride in the places where the 
guests show up. Tristan Prettyman lends her smoky 
vocals to “Beautiful,” and Ben Harper joins G on 
“Let the Music Play.” Jack Johnson even makes an 
appearance (big surprise) on “Rainbow,” a har- 
monica-fueled ditty about parting friends. 

Despite those complimentary appearances, 
though, guests like Blackalicious and Lateef 
outclass G on the misnomer that is “Banger,” 
which doesn’t snap necks so much as cause 
minor whiplash. Chief Xcel’s drum program- 
ming highlights G’s pedestrian emceeing, and 
while Gift of Gab and Lateef weave cursive flows, 
G struggles to keep up. In all honesty, G Love really 
should leave rapping to the pros, but after listening 
to Lemonade, it’s hard to hate G Love’s half-sung, 
half-rapped melodies. 
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Bears kickoff agamst 
arch-rival Huskies _” 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Staff 


For the first time since 2003, the Bears 
football club could very well lose their 
opening game of the regular season. 
On Saturday, Alberta takes on their 
prairie rivals from Saskatchewan in 
the opening game of the CIS football 
season. This rivalry may even trump 
the battle of Alberta that’s so often the 
focus of media buzz when teams from 
Edmonton and Calgary come head-to- 
head. 

It only takes revisiting the past 
two Hardy Cups, Canada West’s 
Championship game, to get a sense of 
the history between these prairie rivals. 
In 2004, the Bears lost a close battle by 
a final score of 21-20 and were forced 
to lumber back home empty-handed 
after a promising regular season. 2005 
ended up being a movie that the Bears 
had seen the year before, losing again 
at the paws of the Huskies 30-17. In 
fact, counting two last year, the Bears’ 
last three losses have come at the hands 
of the Huskies. 

It’s been a long winter of hiberna- 
tion for the Bears in the off-season; 


a time to lick their wounds from the 
previous two seasons and regroup for 
2006. But their first challenge out of 
the gate ought to wake them abruptly 
from their summer slumber, as they, 
once again, face their rivals from 
the land of Corner Gas and Tommy 
Douglas. Both teams should be fired 
up for a highly competitive game, 
as is usually the case, but most 
signs point to an Alberta loss this 
weekend. 

The first obstacle for the Green and 
Gold is the “Saskatchewan Curse.” This 
isn’t documented in any medical jour- 
nals or even football playbooks, but 
it has started to develop over the last 
couple of seasons with the difficulty 
Alberta has had beating Saskatchewan 
on the gridiron. 

Each year, a team starts with a fresh 
slate, but when playoffs come around 
those thoughts of previous losses creep 
into the helmets and players begin to 
doubt whether they can win over this 
team. Because of the Bears’ inabil- 
ity to overcome Saskatchewan in the 
last two Hardy Cups and the regular 
season last year, the curse is bound to 
be a factor on Saturday. 


With young and, in 
many cases, unproven 
players filling those 
spots, it’s tough to 
predict which club has 
the edge in physical 
ability on the field, but 
it’s also tough not to 
wonder if maybe the 
current incarnation of 
this Alberta team has 
passed its window of 
opportunity. 


Despite beating Alberta to claim 
top team in the west these last two 
years, Saskatchewan went on to be 
defeated each year in the Vanier Cup 
game by an eastern opponent. It was 
Laval in ’04 with in a low-scoring 
7-1 loss, then a 24—23 loss to Laurier 
the following year. Saskatchewan has 
come so close to being the top team 
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in Canadian university football that 
they’re likely hungrier than the Bears. 
The Huskies will have their eyes set 
on a Vanier Cup from the opening 
kickoff of the season. 

Not that the Bears won't be focused 
on a championship, but typically 
teams that come second place for a 
while just have that mental tough- 
ness that’s required to win a cham- 
pionship. Look at the Trinity Western 
Spartans in men’s volleyball last year. 
Trinity lost to Alberta in the gold 
medal game in 05. However, they 
showed a steely reserve in the gold 
medal game in ’06 and shocked 
Alberta in straight sets. The hungrier 
team is the better team, all else being 
equal, so Saskatchewan has an edge 
in that department. 

The one aspect of Saturday’s game 
that’s tough to predict, though, is 
how the teams will match-up after 
losing key players. Both the Huskies 
and Bears are left with large holes in 
their lineup at skill positions after 
last season. There will be two new 
quarterbacks, as Saskatchewan’s Steve 
Bilan and Alberta’s Darryl Salmon, 
who ranked fifth and eighth respec- 
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tively in the league last year, both 
graduated. 

In addition, the Huskies are now 
without David Stevens, who was 
ranked second in league rush- 
ing and the Bears are minus Jarred 
Winkel—who is with the Esks—and 
David Bissett, who combined to put 
the Bears third in the conference in 
regular season rushing yards. 

With young and, in many cases, 
unproven players filling those spots, 
it’s tough to predict which club has the 
edge in physical ability on the field, 
but it’s also tough not to wonder if 
maybe the current incarnation of this 
Alberta team has passed its window 
of opportunity. 

Saskatchewan’s close-but-no-cigar 
seasons of the past two years and 
their defeat of the Bears to advance 
through the playoffs gives them a 
huge mental edge. And, with the game 
going Saturday at lpm in Saskatoon, 
it’s difficult to see the Bears doing 
anything but falling to their biggest 
rivals. Alberta could very well shock 
everyone, but more than likely they’ll 
lose again. I just don’t see anything 
else happening. 
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TELL ME MORE Dave Taylor, provincial Liberal Advanced Education Critic, was surprised to learn of the largely unpubli- 
cized online postsecondary review, which the federal government classifies as part of a public consultation. 


Federal govt keeps quiet on 
public postsecondary review 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


Despite Stephen Harper’s criticism of 
the Liberal reign and their propensity 
for secrecy, his government is now 
facing its own criticism for their lack 
of publicity on a so-called public cam- 
paign. Last week, members of Alberta’s 
postsecondary sector were surprised 
to learn they hadn’t been informed 
of a Canada-wide online consultation 
to evaluate the scope of the federal 
government’s role in postsecondary 
education. 

After members of the U of A 
Students’ Union read about it for the 
first time on the weblog of Maclean's 
magazine political columnist Paul 
Wells, they sent out a public service 
announcement on 17 August, encour- 
aging Albertans to participate in the 
review. 

Wells, who was informed of the 
review by an undisclosed source 
working in the university sector, ques- 
tioned the structure of the review and 
the effectiveness of an unpublicized 
consultation. 

“T’s insane to have a secret public 
consultation. It’s holding the people 
who take higher education closest to 
heart in contempt and it flies in the 
face of Stephen Harper’s years of criti- 
cism of Liberal secrecy,” Wells said. 

SU President Samantha Power 
echoed these statements, and ques- 
tioned the role of the Council of the 
Federation, which is supposed to 
increase 
Canada’s premiers. 

“Tt’s also extremely odd, because 
the Council of the Federation was 
sort of created for this purpose: to 
evaluate where postsecondary sat 
in the federal government’s priori- 
ties,’ Power said. 

Postsecondary education is under 
provincial jurisdiction, however, at 
the federal level, it currently falls pri- 
marily under the responsibility of the 
Minister of Human Resources and 
Social Development (HRSDC) Diane 
Finley. 

Wells explained that the current 
online consultation sits under the fed- 


communication between 


eral government’s broader discussion 
of how to rectify the fiscal imbalance 
between Ottawa and the rest of the 
provinces. 

“But, in a budget where [the fed- 


eral government] announced their 
consultation on fiscal imbalance they 
didn’t announce the consultation 
on postsecondary education,” Wells 
noted. “I’m curious how fast word 
would have gotten out, down to the 
grassroots and down to the universi- 
ties’ associations and provincial gov- 
ernments, if I hadn’t posted it on my 
blog.” 

However, Rahim Jaffer, Conservative 
MP for Edmonton-Strathcona, said that 
the review, which was initiated by the 
department of the HRSDC minister, 
was intended to ensure consultation 
reached all audiences. 


“God, it’s pretty hard to 
have a consultation if 
you don't tell anybody 
that you're consulting 
them.” 


DAVE TAYLOR, 
LIBERAL ADVANCED 
EDUCATION CRITIC 


“The thinking was that they were 
wanting to sort of focus in on having 
a wide ranging process of asking 
average Canadians for the overall 
objectives of education,” Jaffer said. 
“Our government believes it’s not a 
good attitude to have a one size fits 
all policy, but to really hear from all 
Canadians as to how we can continue 
to improve the quality of education. 
And that was the thrust of the con- 
sultation process.” 

But, it appears as though student 
representatives weren't the only ones 
uninformed of the consultation, 
which began on August 15 and will 
run until 8 September. 

“Tm sure that people in my depart- 
ment probably are intimately involved 
with it, but I hadn’t been made aware 
of it yet,” Alberta Minister of Advanced 
Education Denis Herard said on 28 
August. 

However, Herard remained opti- 
mistic that the review signifies an 
increased interest by the federal 
government in reaching an agree- 
ment with the provinces on funding 
responsibilities. 

“Tm glad to hear that they are 


a3 
QWERPLANT 


bar’ buffet - coffee house 


“WELCOME -BACK- 


POWERPLANT! 


a 
JACKSON HINTON 


STUDENT RELAXATION SPACE 


MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 
SAM - 8PM 


OPEN TO STUDENTS FOR STUDY, 
READING OR RELAXING, BAR SPACE ONLY 


starting to communicate—even if it’s 
in this particular way—to gain some 
insight in postsecondary, because it 
obviously means that somebody got 
their attention.” 
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However, the Advanced Education 
Critic for the Alberta Liberals, Dave 
Taylor, was less convinced the consul- 
tation indicated productive steps by 
the federal government. 

“God, it’s pretty hard to have a 
consultation if you don’t tell anybody 
that you're consulting them,” Taylor 
said. 

“Tf the Minister hasn't heard about 
it, and the Official Opposition Critic 
hasn't heard about it at the provincial 
level when this is supposed to be our 
jobs, I would say that there’s a damn 
good possibility that something in the 
neighborhood of 97-99 per cent of all 
the students in postsecondary insti- 
tutions across this province haven't 
heard of it.” 

Nor had the U of A Administration 
been notified, though they had found 


out about the review after it had been 
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an online search. 
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“We have people that scan every- 
thing that comes out of Ottawa just in 
case we've missed something.” Provost 
and Vice-President (Academic) Carl 
Amrhein explained. 

“Tr’s not the best way because doing 
things —this time of summer is always 
problematic because lots of people are 
gone. [But] we're not particularly wor- 
ried about it, because I don’t think it’s 
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going to be the only opportunity [for 
consultation],” Amrhein added. 

And, in respond to criticism stat- 
ing that little to no effort had been 
put into informing Canadians of 
the review, Jaffer assured that the 
online consultation was indeed only 
an initially step towards defining 
a comprehensive federal policy on 
postsecondary education. 

“The more specific consultation, 
as it pertains to postsecondary, will 
be done as we plan our next budget, 
and I believe the Minister is planning 
to really interact with student leaders 
as well as the administration of vari- 
ous postsecondary institutions,” Jaffer 
assured. 

All Canadians are eligible to par- 
ticipate in the online consultation at 
www3.hrsdc.ge.ca. 

ALSO SEE EDITORIAL, PAGE 9 
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Soccer Pandas sweep weekend 


PAUL OWEN 
Sports Editor 


For the last two seasons, the Pandas 
soccer team has had one of the con- 
ference’s top scorers, so it was no 
surprise that they lit up their oppo- 
nents in a preseason tournament 
in Lethbridge this past weekend. 
Amy Ciezki, who finished second in 
Canada West goal scoring last season, 
potted four goals in the four exhibi- 
tion games and the Pandas outscored 
their opponents 12-1, winning all 
four games. 

For head coach Liz Jepsen, the 
outcome validated her team’s entrance 
in a tournament that she worried 
would wear them down before the 
start of the new season, as most of the 
Pandas spent the summer playing on 
club teams. 

“They have had a grueling club 
season this summer, and most of 
them have club provincials Labour 


Day weekend and then our first games 
the weekend after, so I was torn on 
whether or not to play in this tourna- 
ment,” Jepsen said. “We went down 
to Lethbridge with a couple of things 
to sort out: we wanted to give those 
people that were coming into the pro- 
gram a chance to see what they could 
do against other CIS athletes, and we 
wanted to give our starters and chance 
to build and see what we needed to 
work on.” 

The 
played to their forte by pushing the 
tempo and attacking the net. 

“T can see that we're still on the 


offensive-minded Pandas 


upward curve from where we started 
last year. It’s really nice to see the ath- 
letes have retained a lot of what we 
focused on. We still have three fantas- 
tic strikers—all of our front-runners 
scored,” said Jepsen. 

The Pandas won in dominating 
fashion, dispatching Lethbridge and 
Saskatchewan by 4-0 scores before 
knocking off Regina 3-1 and Calgary 
1-0. While Jepsen was pleased with 
the victories, she also felt it important 
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SHOWING THEM HOW TO SCORE A potent offense an a bunch of fast runners helped the Pandas take on all comers at a pre-season tourney in Lethbridge. 


to recognize the quality of teams they 
played. Last season, only Calgary made 
the playoffs, and the other three were 
three of the bottom four teams in the 
league. Regina scored only two goals 
all season. 

“When you look at us against 
Saskatchewan and Lethbridge last 
season, it certainly wasn't 4-0, so 
we'll take our success as they come, 
and it certainly isn’t reflective of what 
will happen down the road,” she said. 
“T's a big confidence boost, but we 


also have to remember that, just like 
us, they weren’t necessarily playing 
their best lineups, either.” 

Alberta spent the first half of each 
game using their starters, hoping 
to get them accustomed to playing 
together again, and used the second 
halves to give their other players some 
time on the field. In addition to prov- 
ing they still had a potent offence, 
the Pandas also displayed a defence 
to match, allowing very few shots on 
net—Jepsen estimated only two not 


counting free kicks and corners—and 
only one goal. 

“Christina Kahlina—she took a year 
hiatus to focus on her studies—has 
come back to play out her last year. 
She’s out playing on the left and is a 
fantastic defender. She’s only about 
5’4”, but tough as nails, doesn’t miss a 
tackle and just goes and goes,” Jepsen 
said. “When you add her to the com- 
posure of Natalie Swain in the middle, 
it makes us tough to beat.” 

The weekend sweep is a good 


starting point for a Pandas team that 
struggled out of the gate last season, 
managing only ties in their first three 
games. Jepsen feels that, this year, her 
team is prepared for the start of the 
season 8 September. 

“We have seven returning starters, 
so we still have a really good core, and 
with all those girls, you can tell that 
they’ve spent a year and really grown 
as players,” she said. “I find the team 
is very composed and settled, and they 
know what to do.” 


Golden Bears reload by flexing inter-provincial muscle 


Head coach Don Horwood nabbed six BC recruits who will join two other British Columbians playing for the Bears this season 
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BORN IN THE WESTMOST PROVINCE Gordon is one of eight BC-born Bears. 


CHRIS O’LEARY 
Sports Staff 


Alberta’s rat-free status has its pros and 
cons. On the pro side, rats are disgust- 
ing. On the con side, there’s the fact 
that for this year at least, rats of the 
gym variety were scarce locally. So, 
when Golden Bears basketball coach 
Don Horwood went west this past 
March into British Columbia, he was 
happy to find a bumper crop of young 
athletes to fill out his roster. 

BC-based hoopsters Scott Leigh, CG 
Morrison, Eric Casey, Neb Aleksic, 
ustin Van Loo and Gary Pelton will all 
dawn the Green and Gold this season 
for Horwood, who’s showing that his 
eft-coast connections are anything 
but shallow. 

Prior to taking the reigns at Alberta 
in the 1983/84 season, Horwood 
spent 14 years coaching in Victoria 
at Oak Bay High School. As he heads 
into his 24th season as the Bears’ head 


coach, he said that he’s in contact with 
coaches in the area on a regular basis. 

“[My contacts] are all guys I’ve 
coached against. There are two or three 
times every year I talk to them about 
guys we can look at, and from time to 
time I'll get a call from one of them 
saying that they've got a guy who'd 


work really well in our program, that 
sort of thing. There are lots of Victoria 
coaches I know that push their kids in 
this direction. We've got two Victoria 
kids coming here now [Morrison and 
Casey]. The contacts are good. There’s 
a good pipeline there.” 


“This year we lucked 
out in that UBC and 
UVic are full and 
loaded. I think they're 
good enough to play at 
those schools, but they 
really didn't have any 
openings.” 

DON HORWOOD 


When recruiting in BC, Horwood 
said he realizes that the U of A can be 
low on the pecking order for prospects. 
This year, however, was different. 

“Every year the top BC kids go 
to the States, the next two or three 
usually go to UBC or UVic,” he said. 
“This year we lucked out in that UBC 
and UVic are full and loaded. I think 
they’re good enough to play at those 


schools, but they really didn’t have 
any openings. Their coaches, when I 
went out there to talk to them, they 
said these are guys you should be 
looking at.” 

Alongside Horwood’s six recruits, 
veteran players Scott Gordon and 
Harvey Bradford also hail from BC. 
Theyre joined by Winnipeg natives 
Tyson Jones and last-minute recruit 
amal Bara to make for a heavy out of 
province majority for the Bears, a first 
for the program. Horwood said that 
he’s not worried about the program 
osing local support, as there are still 
Edmonton-born players on the team, 
pointing to fluctuations in the local 
talent pool as a reason for looking 
outside of the province for talent. 

“We always want the local kids,” he 
said. “We went through this period 
when I first came here in the early 
*80s. We had ten, maybe more, really 
good years of good, solid Edmonton 
high school and college players. The 
last couple of years haven't been quite 
as good. It’s just a cycle; a couple of 
thin years here. It looks like down 
the road, the Alberta [provincial] 
teams have been good the last couple 
of years, so it looks like it'll poten- 
tially rebuild itself in the next year or 


” 


two. 
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Sex sells, and that's a good thing—even I in sports 


ANDREW 
RENFREE 


Sports 
Commentary 


Attractive women in sports are the 
best thing since attractive women in 
the kitchen. 

Okay, so that was totally offensive, 
but the point is that attractive female 
athletes—the ones who get more atten- 
tion for their beauty than their skills, 
or even their skillz—actually benefit 
their respective sports more than most 
people give them credit for. 

To highlight this, let’s compare two 
sports: professional women’s tennis 
and professional women’s basket- 
ball. If I had $20, and gave a dollar 
to every person who could tell me 
who won the WNBA title this year, 
I'd probably still have enough cash to 
see a movie. Women’s tennis, on the 
other hand, has been gaining stature 
in the sports world partly because 
its beauties receive so much media 


attention and fan interest. Maria 
Kirilenko, Maria Sharapova, Daniela 
Hantuchova and Anna Kournikova, 
to name a few, are a big reason why 
women’s tennis is more popular than 
both its men’s counterpart and the 


WNBA combined. 
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The main benefit of attractive 
athletes in a sport is that they actu- 
ally draw people to watch the sport. 
Many years ago, I thought that tennis 
sucked—plain and simple. If 1 wanted 
to hear two people grunting and 
whacking balls around, I would have 
rented a porno. Then, players like 
Anna Kournikova became popular 
and I started watching tennis—and 
it doesn’t take a genius to figure out 
why: she’s hot! I would never have 
given that sport any of my time, but 
since I was drawn in, I’ve realized that 
tennis isn’t all that bad. 

This phenomenon isn’t restricted 
to the tennis court, either. Another 
prime example of an attractive athlete 
helping her sport is Natalie Gulbis, a 
female golfer. Recently, Gulbis came 
to Edmonton with three other accom- 
plished male golfers to put on a clinic. 
The bulk of the press coverage, how- 
ever, wasn't devoted to the event but 
rather to Gulbis and her appealing 
attributes. 

It wasn't as if she was golfing along- 
side a group of amateurs either. Tom 
Watson, who has amassed five British 
Open victories, two Masters victories 
and one US open title in his storied 
career got only a fraction of the press 
coverage Gulbis did, and I'll bet you 
can guess why if you've read this far. 
It’s because Gulbis has ass and Watson 
has arthritis. Gulbis also overshad- 
owed Paul Azinger and Peter Jacobsen, 
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who are both damn good golfers in 
their own right. The thing is, though, 
that golf is more excruciating to watch 
than tennis, and Gulbis’ presence gen- 
erated a lot of interest in the event and 
the sport of women’s golf overall. 

I’'s not only female athletes who 
leverage their sexuality to gener- 
ate interest in a sport. For example, 
Sidney Crosby is used in advertise- 
ments for companies like Gatorade and 
Reebok all the time, while Alexander 
Ovechkin is relegated to endorse jock- 
itch medication. This is despite the fact 
that this past season Ovechkin played 
better than Crosby, won the Calder 
Trophy for best rookie and plays for 
a more competitive team. It sounds 
bizarre doesn’t it? Crosby has become 
the poster-boy for the NHL not just 
for the fact that Gretzky told us he was 
the next big thing, but also because he 
comes from a marketable background 
and has a face that would make all the 
puck bunnies swoon. 

Some may argue that focusing on 
athletes’ appearances detracts from the 
game and degrades them as people. 
However, here’s the bottom line: at the 
end of the day sports are just a form of 
entertainment and the sex-factor only 
increases that entertainment. Sports 
were founded on fair competition 
and rivalries amongst athletes, but 
today, sport is a business, and teams 
want to be as profitable as possible. If 
six years of business school has taught 


HOT=GOOD Natalie Gulbis gets more attention for her looks than skills. 


me anything, it’s that people don’t like 
losing money. And that applies just as 
much to sports franchises as it does to 
McDonald’s. For an owner ofa sports 
team, or an advertiser for an individ- 
ual sport like tennis or golf, the goal is 
to get as many people interested in the 
sport or athlete as possible. The more 
people who are interested, the more 


revenue you see, and until this trend 
changes we'll keep seeing hot athletes 
as spokespeople for their sports. It’s 
really a simple equation: sexy ath- 
letes equals more fans, which equals 
more money, which equals longevity 
of sports. I say, bring on the hotness; 
hell, if I looked like half of these ath- 


letes, ’'d want to flaunt it, too. 


Rower strikes gold at FISU regatta 


PAUL OWEN 
Sports Editor 


Canada usually fares poorly in 
International University Sport 
(FISU) competitions, 
winning only 13 medals in the two 
Universiades of 2005—six of which 
came in women’s wrestling. But this 
August, a Canadian rowing pair, 
including University of Alberta stu- 
dent Christine Bennett, was the excep- 
tion to the rule as they captured gold 
in the women’s lightweight doubles 
at the World University Rowing 
Championships on 13 August. 

Bennett, a 23-year-old nutrition stu- 
dent, teamed with Lindsay Jennerich 
of Victoria to take the gold medal 
in Trakai, Lithuania, finished a spot 
higher than the week previous at the 
Commonwealth Regatta in Strathclyde, 
Scotland. Their boat crossed the finish 
line of the 2000m course in 8:02.8, 
six seconds ahead of second place. 
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“Tt was definitely the biggest thing 
I’ve ever done,” said Bennett of her 
win. 

“T came from rowing at the 
Edmonton Rowing Club, which is a 
bit of a shanty hut. I started out hang- 
ing out down there, and I don’t think 
anyone at that time thought that I 
would ever do something like this. It’s 
really a confidence builder to know I 
can push myself to that level. It’s more 
of a personal accomplishment since 
no one knows about rowing.” 

Bennett started rowing when she 
was twelve, mainly because her dad 
and sister were involved. She went 
through the Edmonton Rowing Club 
as a teenager doing mostly recre- 
ational rowing. When she hit high 
school, Bennett coxed for the U of A’s 
rowing club. Being around more seri- 
ous athletes sparked Bennett’s com- 
petitive fire, and she joined the U of A 
club when she graduated and started 
becoming more serious about it. When 


she switched out of junior, she moved 
into lightweight rowing, which puts a 
59kg maximum on female rowers. 

While she still spends the fall and 
winter training with the University 
rowing team, Bennett spent the 
summer training four hours a day in 
Victoria with the national team before 
heading to Europe for the two regat- 
tas. Her training consisted of cycling, 
practice sessions at least twice a day 
and weight training in the middle. It’s 
a training regiment Bennett hopes to 
duplicate this coming summer. 

“Next summer I’m going back [to 
the national team]. I definitely want 
to compete for Canada again. I really 
pushed myself hard, and I know if I 
can keep pushing myself and I can 
keep seeing gains,” she said. “Tt’s really 
stiff competition in Canada. I’d love to 
compete for Canada on the senior-A 
team in the Olympics or the World 
Championships—that’s definitely a 
goal of mine.” 
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Playing sports hurts. 


Writing about sports doesn't. 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Avoiding the concussion since 1910 


Meetings Tuesdays at 5:30 
in 3-04 SUB 
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Gateway ready for football and 
sharing favourites from the field 


GATEWAY 
STAFF 


Sports 
Commentary 


When the Golden Bears take the field 
this weekend in Saskatoon, 
mark the beginning of the CIS season. 
With the CFL past the halfway point 
and the NFL and NCAA seasons set 
to kick off by the end of September, 
those of us here at the Gateway can’t 
help but cast our minds back to those 
fond memories upon which we built 
our football fandom. Some of us love 
CIS, others the CFL and one can’t get 
past his high-school glory days. 


it will 


Andrew Renfree 


For me, there are many memorable 
football moments from which to 
choose a favourite. There was high 
school football, where we had a slave- 
driver for a coach who made us run 
until we questioned why exactly we 
had signed up to play in the first place. 
Then, there have been many occa- 
sions where I froze my ass off cover- 
ing Bears football for the Gateway, 
while more senior reporters got to 
enjoy the warmth of the press box. 
Also, I'll never forget last fall when 
Ross Prusakowski and I tried out for 
the Bears to get the inside scoop on 
the team before the season began. The 
memory of jumping on Ross’ back 
and falling to the unforgiving carpet 
at Foote field will forever be seared in 
my memory. 

As a fan though, my favourite foot- 
ball moment was watching the 2002 
Grey Cup in Edmonton. It was the 
first Grey Cup I watched in a frosty 
stadium, as opposed to a warm couch 
in someone’s basement. Despite the 
chilly temperatures, the live experi- 
ence of Canada’s most prestigious 
football game was something I'll 
never forget. Commonwealth Stadium 
was buzzing that day as the Eskimos 
took on their all-too-common foe, the 
Alouettes. Fans of the Green and Gold 
went home disappointed as Montreal 
won 25-16, but it was great to hear 
50 000 fans jeering Als quarterback 
Anthony Calvillo each time he had the 
football. Our efforts didn’t bring the 
Cup home, but it was a great first live 
Grey Cup. 


Ross Prusakowski 


Though I bleed Calgary Stampeder 
red and white and grew up during 
the Pitts and Flutie era, the Stamps 
actually have nothing to do with my 
favourite football memory. Instead, 
the combination of a freak October 
snowstorm, one sparse stadium and 
a very lopsided football game are 
what makes my most beloved pigskin 
moment. 

Sure, that blend of events might 
seem like a reason to stay home, but 
they also allowed some of the lighter 
side of sports to shine through. Both 
the Alberta Golden Bears and the 
Regina Rams not only played the 
game, they traded balls for shovels 
and helped cleaned Foote Field off 
after a snowstorm. Something that 
likely made Rams backup quarterback 
Mark Anderson the only person who 
cleared the same spot he was sacked 
on. 

That was only the on-field humor: 


NOT OUR FAVOURITE This catch by Ma 


Regina probably left wishing that 
the 41-7 final score was some kind 
of joke as well. Off the field, the fact 
that the handful of media and stadium 
personnel outnumbered spectators, 
and the 50/50 draw was a paltry $20 
provided more amusement than the 
actual game could muster. 
This isn’t a game that’s likely to be 
found on anyone’s “best of the Bears” 
list in the near future, but it’s a game 
that will always hold a special place in 
my heart, for the sheer minor league 
atmosphere, and not the score. 


Mike Kendrick 


The year after the Stamps won their 
last Grey Cup in the 2001 season, the 
team essentially fell apart. Considering 
the loss of head coach Wally Buono 
and practically the entire defensive 
line, this sort of thing really isn’t sur- 
prising to a Calgary fan. 

Since Tom Higgins skipped town 
up here and drove 297 km south, 
though, things have been looking up 
in Cowtown. The Stampeders are cur- 
rently sitting at second in the West, 
and are looking to deliver a one-two 
crushing blow to the Eskies’ belea- 
guered season in back-to-back games 
next week. Macciocia has already been 
thrown to the wolves and subjected to 
the relentless and unforgiving appe- 
tites of bloodthirsty Eskimos fans who 
don’t know the meaning of the phrase 
“early off-season.” 

A streak of having made the play- 
offs for 34 consecutive years hangs in 
jeopardy for Edmonton, while Calgary 
breathes easy, coming off two hard- 
fought victories over the toughest 
team in the East. As a bitter, Eskimos- 
hating Stamps fan, my favorite football 
memory is currently in the making. 
Happy Thanksgiving, Edmonton. 
We'll bring you back something nice 
from Winnipeg. 


Scott Lifwalf 


My favourite football memory harks 
back to the heady days of high school 
football, when we would spend our 
Tuesdays packed in a big yellow school 
bus with our sweaty gear, travelling 
across the bare Saskatchewan plains to 
the next tiny town. One of those tiny 
towns was Rosetown, and they had a 
player named Tiny. 

Tiny was six feet tall, and must 


FILE PHOTO: DANIEL HAYDUK 
t Burrows didn't quite make the cut. 


have weighed over 400 pounds. His 
jersey stopped at his navel, leaving 40 
pounds of sweaty, white flesh hang- 
ing free, scaring small children. Tiny 
played defensive nose, effectively 
plugging up the running lanes with- 
out having to actually move from his 
position. 

I distinctively remember the fourth 
quarter of our playoff game against 
Rosetown, when my team’s centre, 
Peter, had the misfortune of falling 
underneath Tiny. While he was laying 
down, Tiny was still plugging the hole 
enough to foil the play. So it came to 
be that I was elbow-deep in manflab, 
shoving with all my might to clear 
the way for the running back to slip 
through, all the while, Peter screeched 
from below the immovable object. 
“Stop! Please! You're killing me!” 

I don’t know where Tiny ended up, 
whether he went on to continue his 
career of crushing the bones of unfor- 
tunate centres, or simply moved to the 
east coast to become a wave break for 
a marina. Wherever you are, little guy, 
thanks for the memories. 


Paul Owen 


The most memorable football moment 
in my mind didn’t come from a 
game-winning TD pass or fluke play. 
Instead, the play most ingrained in my 
memory is a simple quarterback sack. 

On 18 November, 1985, in front 
of a national TV audience on Monday 
Night Football, the Giants played 
the Redskins. Joe Theismann, the 
Redskins QB, ran a flea-flicker trick 
play that didn’t fool anyone, espe- 
cially not Giants LB Lawrence Taylor. 
Taylor sacked Theismann hard, driv- 
ing him into the ground and break- 
ing his leg. Theismann’s career would 
be over. 

It’s not because I dislike Theismann, 
or even because I enjoy his commen- 
tating work on ESPN—I don’t—that 
I remember this moment. It’s simply 
because watching the video reminds 
me that Lawrence Taylor is probably 
the best pressure defender in his- 
tory. When he wasn’t suspended for 
drugs, Taylor was an absolute force 
on the field that opposing offences 
couldn’t ignore. You didn't forget 
about LT being on the field, but if you 
did, the sickening snapping sound of 
Theismann’s leg should be enough to 
remind you of the consequences. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place a classified ad, please go 
to www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


M/F young roommate wanted to share new 
townhouse in Ellerslie Crossing. $600 per month 
includes everything. Call 267-9475 
Onebedroom basement suite. Some furnishings. 
New house in Pleasantview. $800/month incl. 
utilities. E-mail jerry@kiriak.com 


Brand new 4plex available for shared 
accomodation. Must be quiet student or 
professional. Pets OK. South side, $500/ 
month. 450-8628 

2 Bedroom condo. Kitchen with major 
appliances, washer/dryer. Park underground. 2 
minute walk from campus. No pets/smoking. 
From Sept 1. Call 265-6925 or 430-6925, 
hrajani@ualberta.ca 


FOR SALE 
Sofa and love seat. Classic, off-white, great 
condition. $450. 416-2412 
6 drawer wooden desk $25, blue floral sofa and 


chair, excellent condition $40, sewing table $15. 
433-3782 


WANTED 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Roommate for 2 bedroom apartment beside 
Southgate Mall. 15 min to U of A, n/s,n/p. Avail 31 
August or September. hab692 @mail.usask.ca 


Female Roomate Wanted to share newly 
renovated condo just off Whyte Ave. Direct 
bus route to the University and is close to 
all amenities of Whyte Ave. Rent: $500 
negotiable DD:$500 Share power, phone, 
internet and cable. Available immediately. Call 
Dave 642-0910/915-1928 or Jen 218-5343. 
Pls leave a msg. 


Tenant wanted for basement suite on Connors 
RD. Very close to Faculty St Jean. $700 plus 
1/3rd utilities. 708-6631 


SERVICES 


“An Introduction to Islam," a course offered 
at the Canadian Islamic Centre (Al-Rashid 
Mosque) every Sunday. For more info, 
please contact (780) 451-6694 or e-mail: 
alrashid@interbaun.com 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ASL Sign Language Class Level One 
begins 19 September, 2006 for twelve 
weeks: Tuesdays, 6:30-9:30pm. Contact 
Specialized Support and Disability Services, 
U of A, 492-3381, 2-800 SUB for more 
information. 


@SFAIC 
| | Student Financial Aid 
Information Centre 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: 


LOCATION CHANGE FOR LOAN SIGNING 


Looking for a full-time summer job? One tha 
is fun, exciting and challenging? One tha 
you won't have to give up when you return to 
classes in the fall? Then A Cappella Catering 
is where you need to be. We are hiring full- 
time energetic people like you to be par 
of our service team. All applicants should 
be energetic, organized and posses a valid 
driver's licence. We offer an excellent wage, 
needed days off and free meals during your 
shift. Please submit your resumé to Kim a 
kinn @acappella.ab.ca or by fax to 454-2748. 


In search for an organized, outgoing personality, 
who has a passion for skiing/snowboard to head 
up reception, reservations and our office support. 
Joining Downhill Riders comes with some perks 
within the ski/snowboard industry. Conputers and 
good communication a must! 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Kissara Fashions Downtown P/T sales for two days 
aweek. Teresa424-8787 or kissara@compusmart. 
ab.ca $10/hr. 


P/T Supersonic typist required for a downtown, 
small law office. Fax resumé to 424-4242, 


Great Opportunity for a part time evening 
position. Challenging position as an Eye 
Technician in busy Ophthalmology Clinic. 


Loan signing during the peak period of Sept 5 -12 
will be in the SFAIC office, not in the Butterdome. 


Please contact us if you have any questions, or if you 


would like to double check what is needed. 


SFAIC is here to help you find the funding 


you need to complete your educational objectives. 


We are open for drop-in appointments five days a week 


on the first floor of SUB. You can come to us about your 


loans, bursaries or any other money matters. 


1-80 SUB 


8:30 AM to 4:30 PM Monday to Friday 


492-3483 


sfaic@su.ualberta.ca www.su.ualberta.ca/sfaic 


Please fax resumé to 448-1809. 


If you are looking for a part tinne position that will 
work around your class schedule that offers an 
excellent wage, gratuities and incentives, why not 
become a banquet server/ bartender for A Cappella 
Catering. Valid drivers licence is required. Apply to 
kim@acappella.ab.ca or fax 454-2748 


P/T Receptionist required. University 
area Sports Chiropractic Clinic looking 
for energetic individual to fill immediate 
opening. Position offers convenient campus 
location, flexible hours and competitive 
wages. Applicant must possess excellen 
communication and customer service skills. 
A background in Phys Ed or Kinesiology and 
previous reception experience are assets 
but not required. E-mail cover letter and 
resumé to kristens@rivervalleyhealth.com 


We are currently seeking a part-time (15 hrs/ 
week, Thursdays and Saturdays) receptionis 
or our busy health clinic. Applicant must be 
energetic, flexible, reliable, motivated, organised 
and knowledge in Chiropractic would be an 
asset. Please send resumé Attn: Saara to 5846- 
Tist Edmonton, AB T6H 3G], via fax 780-433- 
890 or e-mail at |health@telus.net. 
The Perfect Student Job Hughes Car Wash 
/ Gas Station is hiring Flexible Weekend and 
Weekday Station Attendants at our various 
ocationsin Edmonton. Wearetheindustries 
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best paying employer. Apply at any location, 
or e-mail resumé to hr@hughespetroleum. 
com. www.hughespetroleum.com 


Edmonton YMCA Child Care Services requires 
part-time program staff to work with children ages 
5-12 years in various city locations. Hours available 
are 7-9 AM(M-F) and 2-6 PMCT,Th). Free YMCA 
membership. 9.00-11.00/hr. E-mail resumé or 
questions to cabel@edmontonymca.ca 


Part-time nanny. Warm, energetic and reliable 
individual needed M-F 8:30-1:00 to care for 4 
year old. Driver, non-smoker. Own car not needed. 
Closeto campus (direct bus), Call 430-6725. 


Students’ Union needs: Food Court Attendant 
Tues and Thurs 3:30pm-8:30pm $7.53/hr, and 
Nightshift Caretaker Mon-Sat mornings 2:;30AM- 
7:30AM $10.33/hr, or any of these shifts, in SUB. 
Apply in writing to M. West, Rm 2-900 SUB, U of 
ACampus, T6G 2/7. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Would you like to meet interesting people 
from all over the globe? Cultural Connections 
Institute is looking for volunteers to teach English 
as a Second Language to adult newcomers 
to Canada. Orientation and training provided. 
Morning or afternoon shifts available. Call 94.4- 
0792 today! 


Change a girl's life. Girl Guide leaders urgently 
needed. 435-5068. 


Your Education, Your Money - 
Start Asking Questions 
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PEANUT & CIRCLE by Chris Krause 


PM A GEER! GIVE ME \ 
MY FREE PENS AND 


7 


thursday, 31 august, 2006 


TM IN SCIENCE! 1 WANT] [TM In PHARMACY! WHATS Your 


REAL FAcuLTY~. 
I'M Nov EVEN 


A STUDENT. 


HAH! 
B ORE ORIENG AY Thom 


LENTAT 10N/ 


Hil Pm here for Arts 
; Orierttatien. 


? 
Onentation: 
) 


EVERYDAY OSAMA by Iris Tse & Chris O'Leary 
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cll fly an airplane at us, 


je _) ae | RF Hi! Sorry to bother you. But have people ever 
= told you that you look very much like Osama 
- sername) Viti Laden?! My friend there is totally con- 
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Oh wow! Toasters with 
design plates that allows you 
to burn patterns onto your 
toast. Well, snowflake toast 
is so much cooler than Virgin 
Mary toast! Hmm, | wonder if 
it can make one with an 
airplane pattern on it. 


Look, Mel Gibson looks like Saddam 
Hussein from certain angles, too! But does that 
make him Saddam? Of course not! Besides, would the 
real Osama bin Laden shop at Target... seriously? 
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GRATUITOUS GROANERS by Philip & Graeme Head 
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TICKETS: | 
Se eT ae ALL THAT & MORE FOR © 
TEL 433-3877 MON-FRI 10-6 6m™ ONLY $100: 00 PER PERSON 


SAT 104™ - 
OR ANYTIME: FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE = 


TEL: 486-9506 WWW.MACGALA.COM 


E-MAIL: MACGALA@SHAW.CA 
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INTERNATIONAL AWARD WINNING DJ 
RICHARD TOMSKI - WWW.DJTOMSKLCA 
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Exclusive Offer Available at: 


The “RAD’ ical Sale For —— 


HEAD OFFICE 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 
438-2355 


SOUTHSIDE 
9128-51 Ave 
438-5114 


SOUTHGATE CENTRE 
5lave & 111 St (2 locations) 
434-5620 

439-0435 


HUB MALL 
9004-112 Street 
432-3108 
LVOMOTO DOWNTOWN 
10176-109 St. 
426-2355 


STONY PLAIN RD. 
12302 Stony Plain Rd. 
488-6622 


WEST END 
10013-170 St. 
408-8917 


WESTGROVE 
14822- Stony Plain Rd. 
443-3022 


WEST EDM. MALL 
7 Phase 1 - 484-4758 
Motorola SonyEricsson Samsung SonyEricsson Phase 2 - 413-9855 


V360 W81 (@) Phase 3 - 443-3040 


ST. ALBERT 


* $ 1 49* #2 Bellerose Drive 
$0 419-2355 
NORTH ST. ALBERT 
740 St. Albert Road 
459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 


#18 993 Fir Street 
417-2355 


UNLIMITED Mail 

Per Month My Mail 

from Rogers Wireless 

UNLIMITED 
MyMail, exclusively from Rogers 
automatically forwards from your 
UNLIMITED Personal or Corporate e-mail 

accounts to your handheld device 


MyMail is FREE with a data 
service plan starting as low as 


*Free Gift With Every Activation! 


UPGRADES AVAILABLE AFTER 12 MONTHS - CALL TO SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE ane 


A $6.95 monthly System Access Fee (non-government fee) a monthly 50¢ 911 Emergency Access Fee and a one-time $35 Activation Fee apply in addition to the monthly service fee. For information about these fees, go to rogers.com Pricing/offer is subject to change without notice. *New activations RO G [E RS 
only, 3-year term plan OAC. Phone price after mail-in rebate. Mail -in rebate will appear on future Rogers Wireless bill. Evenings are from 9pm to 7am Monday to Friday. Weekends are from 9pm Friday to 7am Monday. Additional long distance charges, roaming charges, additional service options selected WIRELESS 
applicable taxes are extra. ™Rogers, Rogers Wireless and the Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. Used under license. © 2006 
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Check out our... 


Jobeyy = Student 


Ready to serve. 


Specials 


@ Sobeys Pleasantview 


. Single 


items 
Lite SOas 


eat! 


aos ess The first Thursday of 
< oe ¢ “Ze = aa every month is student 
j : discount day, bring 

your valid student 


ID for an additional 
10% off 


...or better yet, 

join us Thursday night, 
September 7th for the 
first Super Single student 
shopping Safari. 


A free shuttle bus will 
leave students residence 
at 7:45 pm to take 

all students to the store. 


= 


Jobeye = kraft dinner frat house pack, 13 Pack 


Ready to serve. 


PLUS... 


Kraft dinner for a school year. 
(based on 5 per week and 8 months of school) 
Enter in-store or online. nly 
E-mail your contact info to info@radcogroup.com 


Prices in effect only at the Pleasantview Sobeys location. 


* _ Present this coupon and receive Kraft dinner frat house pack, 13 Pack for only $5.99. 
Pleasantview Sobeys, 11080 - 51st Avenue, Edmonton, AB. This coupon has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 


Limit of one coupon per purchase. Offer Valid at Pleasantview Location Only. 


Offer Valid August 31 - September 3, 2006 


The Grand Prize of... 
Enter to Kraft dinner for Pre 


WIN... aschool year. 


(based on 5 per week and 8 months of school) 


Sobeys Buy one loaf of Bread and receive one loaf FREE. 
Ready to serve. 


Free Bread 


Present this coupon and receive one loaf of fresh in-store baked bread, sliced, 570 g free 
went you purchase one at equal or lesser value. 

This coupon has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit of 
one coupon per purchase. Offer Valid at Pleasantview Location Only. 


Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 


No purchase necessary. 
See Customer Service for details | 


Offer Valid August 31 - September 3, 2006 


Prices in effect at Pleasantview Sobeys, 11080 - 51st Avenue, Edmonton, AB., only. 
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CAMPUS LIFE. 
WITH YOU ALL THE WAY. 


47 $9@95 $@95 


PER & PER 5 PER 


f=] So 
MONTH ra MONTH hr 


MONTH F LA Al y 
HIGH-SPEED* DIGITAL PHONE’ Si 


CALL 490. 3555 TO SIGN UP 
PLEASE VISIT US ON CAMPUS IN THE STUDENT'S UNION BUILDING FROM SEPTEMBER 474 TO 1174 
OR 
VISIT US OUTSIDE IN QUAD FROM SEPTEMBER 67 TO 8TH 


24/7/365 SERVICE 


TSX60 * Must have valid student ID. Payment for all 8 months is required at time of booking. Refundable security deposit may be required for the modem. Minimum system requirements may apply. Extra charges may apply for specialty Ethernet cards. Shaw Basic Cable offer valid for new Shaw Cable customers only; must also be a Shaw Internet 
subscriber to qualify. Must not have subscribed to Shaw Cable Service in the past 90 days. Some restrictions apply. Regular rates and channel availability may vary by market. Regular monthly rate will apply after 8 months. Additional installation fees may apply. Other conditions may apply. Offer expires October 15, 2006. Taxes not included. 
+ Introductory offer of $29.95 per month for the first 3 months only. Offer expires October 15, 2006. After the 3 month promotional period, standard Shaw Digital Phone rates apply. This offer applies to new Shaw Digital Phone customers only. Must not have had Shaw Digital Phone in the past 60 days. Some restrictions apply; visit SHAW.CA for 
all terms and conditions. 
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MATH & APPLIED SCIENCES CENTRE = (oa) % 
CARMEN & MARKUS *S A * 


The Math & Applied Sciences Centre (MASC) 


extends a warm welcome both to new and 
returning students and we wish everyone the 
best in academic success. Our goal is to 
support all students in their study of math- 
ematics, sciences, and engineering. 


MASC is a department of University Student 
Services under the Dean of Students. We 
have enjoyed assisting U of A students for 
the last 13 years and look forward to helping 
you succeed. 


For the 2006/07 academic year, we are pleased to offer the following: 


* Mathematics Preparation: 
Math 100 and Math 113 


° Weekly Seminars: 
Math 100, 101, 102, 201, 209 


¢ Midterm and Final Exam Reviews: 
Math 100, 101, 102, 113, 114, 115, 120, 125 
201, 209, 300, 309, 311 
Stat 141, 151, 235 
Phys 130, 230; Chem 101/103, 102/105, 161, 263; Bio 107 
Engg 130; EnComp 100; EnPh 131; ChemE 243 
& a variety of science and engineering courses 


Carmen & Markus 
492-6272 / mascaualberta.ca 
www.ualberta.ca/~mase 
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New obesity vaccine controversial | Boycott of Macleans 
| rankings overdue: SU 


KIM MISUTKA 
News Staff 


University of Alberta medical research- 
ers are unconvinced that a newly 
announced vaccine will suppress the 
rise of obesity, explaining that it has the 
potential to dangerously interfere with 
the natural reactions of the body. 

this month, Californian 
researchers announced that they had 
designed a vaccine to combat obesity 
and weight gain. According to a study 
published in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, the 
vaccine inhibited the activity of ghre- 
lin, a recently discovered hormone 
that triggers hunger when injected 
into laboratory rats. Results showed 
that the vaccinated rats didn’t gain as 
much weight and had less body fat 


than the controlled rodents that were 


Earlier 


fed the same amount. This is the first 
published data that indicates prevent- 
ing ghrelin from the central nervous 
system decreases weight gain. 

Ghrelin is secreted predominately by 
the stomach, which sendsa signal to the 
brain, stimulating appetite, explained 
Dr William Colmers. A Professor of 
Pharmacology at the U of A whose 
research originally linked the hormone 
to the desire to overeat. “Giving it to 
an animal, either in the periphery or 
in the brain, makes animals eat. When 
youre hungry, the levels of grehlin go 
up and they drop right after you have 
eaten,” Colmers said. 

While some researchers find the 
idea of an anti-obesity vaccine inter- 
esting, Colmers is more cautious. 

“The idea of making a vaccine for 
something your body naturally makes 
is new and is fraught with some 
potential dangers,” Colmers said. 
“Essentially what you're training your 
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ABIG FAT PROBLEM U of A's Dr Baracos questions safety of obesity vaccine. 


immune system to do is to react to 
something that your self produces.” 

Colmers went on to say that this 
could cause problems in a person’s 
immune system. 

“TThere are] a lot of nasty disorders 
that happen when you become allergic 
to yourself and your immune system 
starts attacking components of your 
body that are important,” he said. The 
idea of a vaccine is a very different con- 
cept in fighting weight gain, explained 
U of A professor of Oncology, Dr Vickie 
Baracos. Unlike a drug, which requires 
the consistent intake of a set dosage 
to be effective, results with a vaccine 
would be persistent. 

“When you're vaccinated against 
something you're constantly immune 
to that compound; it’s inhibited all the 
time,” Baracos said. 

Baracos is also curious to find out 
what would happen if a vaccinated 
person developed an illness after 
taking the vaccine and needed to put 


on some additional weight. 

“At different times of your life you 
might want to have more appetite or 
less appetite,” she explained. “People 
with cancer, as their cancer progresses, 
they may eat initially 10 per cent less 
than what they require ... what would 
happen if, incidentally, one of those 
people had been vaccinated against 
appetite at an earlier time?” 

Lots of testing still needs to be done 
with the vaccine, Baracos continued, 
and as research on obesity continues, 
questions remain unanswered. 

“How many things have you heard 
of that are claimed to help control 
weight and appetite? There are a lot 
of things: there’s the topic of scien- 
tific research; there’s publicity in the 
newspaper. In spite of a great deal of 
research and activity, the tidal wave of 
obesity just keeps getting bigger and 
bigger ... we really don’t have a sub- 
stantial way to treat people for obesity 
at this time,” Baracos said. 


MACLEAN'S ¢ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

Dr Indira Samarasekera, U of A 
President explained that the three 
Alberta presidents visited Maclean's ear- 
lier in the year to discuss the ranking, 
which they felt “were inaccurate and 
were penalizing Alberta,” particularly 
with regards to admissions averages 
and the way they treated scholarships. 
They received no response. 

“The difficulty with Maclean’s 
is that they ask us to supply them 
some of the data. We have to use our 
resources and then they use the data 
inappropriately in order to sell mag- 
azines,” Samarasekera said. “Why 
should public universities be support- 
ing a commercial enterprise?” 

Harrison went on to say that the 
rankings create artificial differences 
between institutions, magnifying 
minor differences. 

“Telling someone you came in 
second is very different than telling 
them that you were one-hundredth of 
a second behind the person who came 
first,” Harrison said. 

Since the eleven universities bailed 
out on the Maclean’s survey, a twelfth 
institution, the University of Carlton, 
has dropped out of the survey. 
Maclean’s has responded by announc- 
ing that they will now publish the 
score that determines each universi- 
ty’s rank and launch a new website on 
2 November, when the university 
issue comes out, allowing users to 
create their own ranking by means of 
a customized evaluation of the data. 

Samantha Power, Students’ Union 
President at the U of A, was sup- 
portive of the Administration, noting 


RAPID FIRE 
THEATRE 


that there are better ways to compare 
postsecondary institutions than the 
Maclean’s ranking, which has held 
national attention for 15 years. 

“T think it’s time someone took a 
stance like this,’ Power said. “In a lot 
of other countries, it’s the government 
that sets up a non-profit organiza- 
tion to evaluate universities,” she said, 
pointing to Britain, and adding that, in 
Germany, it’s a coalition of media orga- 
nizations that evaluates universities. 

Maclean’s will include the twelve 
universities who have voiced their 
opposition in their university issue, 
using public data create the rankings. 
And though Harrison said the pub- 
lication is welcome to use the infor- 
mation, he doesn’t think it will have 
much of an impact. 

“Tve yet to meet a student at the 
U of C, or indeed a parent of a stu- 
dent at the U of C, who pays much 
attention to the Maclean’s rankings. 
In other words, I do not believe that 
Maclean's provides significant input 
into most students’ decision on where 
to go to university,” Harrison said. 

“And I think that’s particularly true 
in Alberta,” he added. 

Still, Keller maintained that the 
survey is simply meant to give the 
public information about universities, 
not to condemn or reward individual 
institutions. 

“T strongly urge you not to have the 
idea that this is somehow a magazine 
that is antithetical to Alberta,” Keller 
said. “Maclean’s is hardly setting 
itself up to figure out how to screw 
Alberta—the editor-in-chief is from 
Edmonton.” 
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SHOW 
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Enjoy one FRE E 


admission to your favorite improv shows, 
Theatresports and CHiMPROV, 


when you buy an equal valued admission (regular price $10). 


Theatresports'— Fridays at 11 p.m. 
CHiMPROV — Saturdays at 11 p.m. 


(except last Saturday of the month) 
at the Varscona Theatre — 10329-83 Ave. 
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Technology able to repair damaged teeth 


Ultrasound technique stimulates tissue growth; may one day be used to stimulate bone tissue growth 


TIM PEPPIN 
News Staff 


Don’t throw away your toothbrush 
—this the message of University of 
Alberta researchers who have devel- 
oped a new technique that repairs 
dental damage and, in the future, may 
be used in a variety of medical pro- 
cedures. 

Dr Ying Tsui, a researcher with the 
Faculty of Engineering, along with 
Dr Tarek El-Bialy from the Faculty 
of Medicine and Dentistry, and Dr 
Jie Chen from the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
have successfully used low-intensity 
pulsed ultrasound (LIPUS) to stimu- 
late the growth of tissues and bones 
in animals, including humans. The 
team’s research, which has been 
reported as a way to regrow teeth, 
is actually a method to stimulate the 
growth of the roots of teeth damaged 
by injury or disease. 

“Currently the device can be used 
to treat resorption of roots but cannot 
stimulate the growth of an entirely 
new human tooth if the tooth was 
completely lost,” Tsui explained. 

The device is referred to as an ultra- 
sound transducer—an object that 
emits high-frequency sound waves. It 
has its own power source, a “smart” 
ultrasound emitter that monitors the 
power of the sound waves for best 
effects, and also wirelessly broadcasts 
feedback to the patient or dentist. 

But despite the complexity of the 
device, the unit is now small enough 
to comfortably mount on orthodon- 


SUBTitle< 


tic braces inside the mouth thanks 
to a successful interdisciplinary col- 
laboration between the researchers. 
El-Bialy had been researching the 
effects and potential of LIPUS for 
years. Previously, patients had to hold 
an ultrasound unit to the desired area 
for 20 minutes a day—a requirement 
that was inconvenient for the patient, 
and frustrated El-Bialy. With the nan- 
otechnology and engineering exper- 
tise of Tsui and Chen, however, the 
ultrasound transmitter was shrunk to 
a size where it could be taken out of 
the hands of the patient, quite liter- 
ally, and placed in the mouth. 


“Currently the device 
can be used to treat 
resorption of roots but 
cannot stimulate the 
growth of an entirely 
new human tooth if the 
tooth was completely 
lost.” 


DR YING TSUI, 
FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 


Currently, LIPUS has been used to 
treat Hemifacial Microsomia—a con- 
dition in which the lower half of one 
side of the face is underdeveloped, 
often requiring expensive surgery to 
correct—and to treat the resorption 
of teeth roots. The roots of teeth can 
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SAY CHEESE Research aimed at stimulating the roo 


be resorbed for many reasons: disease, 
hormonal changes, an attack by the 
body’s own immune system, and even 
the simple wearing of orthodontic 
braces can all trigger it. LIPUS, how- 
ever, can reverse the damage, allow- 
ing those with corrective braces to 
wear them longer, and those with 
degenerative disorders to maintain the 


Main Floor SUB 
ph: 492 - 9744 
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health of their teeth. 

While their current research is lim- 
ited to repairing and restoring dam- 
aged dental bone, Tsui is hopeful that 
LIPUS’ applications may broaden, and 
be used in other fields and medical 


procedures. 
“Ultrasound could be used to simu- 
late the growth of bones and tissues 


Regular Hours: Monday to Friday 
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s of damaged teeth to grow again is providing a lot to smile about. 


in other parts of the body. Teeth are 
not unigue. Our current experi- 
ments indicate LIPUS can be even 
used to stimulate stem cells to grow 
and differentiate into bone tissues. In 
the future, perhaps new teeth can be 
engineered from stem cells, but for 
this idea to materialize it will require 
a lot of research,” Tsui said. 


9am - 5pm 


Saturday 11am —- 4pm 


used textbooks and much more... 


Buy, Sell or Consign Texts e UofA Crested Clothing & Merchandise ¢ Framing * Custom Screen Printing and Embroidery 


FALL 2006 RUSH 
HOURS of OPERATION 


Saturday, September 24 


CANADA POSTES 
POST CANADA 


From anywhere... to anyone 
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Monday, 
Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 


September 3'4 
September 4th 
September 5th 
September 6th 


Thursday, September 7th 


* Regular hours of operation resume on Friday, September 8th 
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for further information, visit www.su.ualberta.ca 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Compiled by Bill Luthi & 
Isha Thompson 


TWO NEW MEMBERS APPOINTED TO 
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
arc de La Bruyére and Gordon 
Clanachan have been appointed to the 
University of Alberta Board of Governors, 
each for a three-year term beginning 23 
August. These appointments were made 
o replace Brian Heidecker, who took 
over as Chair in July, and Gail Surkan, 
who resigned. Advanced Education 
inister Denis Herard is responsible fo 
he appointments. 

The Board of Governors is comprised o 
a Chairman appointed by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council, the Chancellor, the 
U of A President and seventeen othe 
members, including two Students’ Union 
representatives elected by the studen 
body. It is responsible for financial and 
staff decisions, and making administra- 
tive policy. Financial decisions range from 


COUNCIL 
FORUM 


Compiled by Scott Lilwall 


During the summer months, Students’ 
Council met every second Tuesday in 
he Council Chambers in University 
all at 6pm. Council meetings are 
pen to all students. The next meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, 12 September. 
owever, here is a wrap-up of some of 
he issues that went before Council this 
summer. 


ie) 


24/7 SUB 
Vice-President (Academic) Amanda 
Henry released a report on 27 June, 
eviewing last year’s pilot project to 
urn SUB into a 24/7 study space. The 
eport examined the costs, security 
concerns, and other issues related to 
he project, which kept the lower two 

d 
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oors of SUB open to students an 
staff 24 hours a day, from January 
he end of April. In the report, Hen 
argued that the costs of keeping open 
he area were well worth the expense, 
and that a significant number of stu- 
dents took advantage of the study area, 
especially during midterms and finals. 
Henry concluded that the project was 


a success, and that the SU should rec- 
ommend that the program continue in 
to the 2006/07 year. 


Nathan Kan 
Combined 
Japanese/ 
Chinese II 


worked for two months at a garden 
centre and then for this month | quit so 
could study for some language courses 
in the fall because that’s going to be 
my major. I’m going to do a combined 
Chinese/Japanese. So it went by a lot 
aster than | thought but I’m enjoying the 
our month summers. 


tuition and course fees to building main- 
tenance, property acquisition and new 
building construction. 

Currently, Marc de La Bruyére is the 
chair of the Alberta Business Family 
Institute and serves on several other 
boards including Phillips Exeter Canadian 
Scholarship Fund, the Conseil Consultatif 
of the Faculté Saint Jean and the Business 
Advisory Council, University of Alberta 
School of Business. Gordon Clanachan 
was previously the president and CEO 
of Raillink Ltd. Currently, he owns 
Clanachan Enterprises and is a co-owner 
of Galloway Removals Ltd. He also serves 
as a director for Alberta Blue Cross and 
Bridgewater Bank, as an XS Cargo 
Income fund trustee and chair of the 
Edmonton Regional Airports Authority 
Audit Committee. 


ROBOTS MIMIC INSECTS’ INTERACTION 
A University of Alberta professor hopes 
to prove to the public that the interac- 
tions of social insects like ants and bees 
are an ideal blueprint for creating efficient 
robots. 


INTERNSHIPS 

On 11 July, Council put forth a motion 
o develop a policy stating that the 
Students’ Union would negotiate with 
aculties and departments to ensure 
hat any co-operative or internship 
program would be accessible to all stu- 
dents studying in the faculty. The policy 
also stated that the SU would lobby the 
U of A Administration to monitor the 
co-ops within the faculties, to make 
sure that the opportunities were open 
o all eligible students. This came after 
criticism that some students, especially 
international students, weren't able to 
ake part in important co-op programs 
in certain facilities. The motion was put 
oa vote and passed. 


U-PASS 

On 8 August, Council approved a new 
policy on student transportation, pass- 
ing a motion on the Affordable Universal 
Transit Pass. The policy stated that the 
SU would continue to negotiate with 
he Administration and with the City's 
Transportation Department to provide 
an affordable U-Pass to students study- 
ing at the U of A. The motion was pu 
on the table after the expiry of the SU’s 
old U-Pass policy, which was decided 
on by referendum the year before. 
Unlike the old policy, the new statemen 
doesn't set any specific price cap on the 
potential pass, which councillors hope 
will make negotiations with the City o 
Edmonton and the U of A easier. 


Dr Hong Zhang, a professor in the 
Department of Computing Science 
and NSERC/iCORE Industrial Research 
Chair, was awarded a 2006 NSERC 
Discovery grant for his work on collective 
robots. Zhang and his group of gradu- 
ate students will be given $39 O00 per 
year for five years to work on Multi Robot 
Systems (MRS). The MRS is a group of 
obots that are each smaller than a paint 
can; yet Zhang is designing his robots 
o interact similarly to a group of friends 
who go out to the movies—the robots 
are meant to move as independent units 
but are programmed to make decisions 
and perform tasks with the consensus of 
he entire group. 

But even though Zhang compares 
he MRS to common. interactions 
among humans, he stresses that he and 
his students are using social insects as 
heir model. Insects’ ability to com- 
municate amongst one another and 
commit to a specific task is an attrac- 
ive feature for Zhang's robots, and by 
using algorithms to map the behavior 
of insects, Zhang's team will be able to 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Edmon Rotea 


HEWOULD HAVE GOT IT, EVENTUALLY 
On 15 August at 1:30am, Campus 
Security received calls that a male was 
“going crazy"—yelling obscenities and 
violently shaking bike racks near the LRT 
station. 

When Campus Security arrived on 
the scene, the troublemaker was spot- 
ted attempting to steal a bike which he 
had accessed by sheer luck, guessing 
at the combination of its cable lock. A 
few minutes later, he attempted to get 
into the cars in one of the parking lots 
on campus. Campus Security promptly 
arrested the male for trespassing and 
escorted him off campus, ending his 
very busy day. 


SAVED BY THE BELL 

At around lunch time on 15 August, a 
male was observed riding a red bike 
around campus. Thirty minutes. later, 
he same man was spotted riding a black 
bike. He was stopped for not having a bell 
on his “new” bike and was found to be 
respassing on campus. 

The subject was placed under arrest 
and ticketed for trespassing. Wire cut- 
ers and other tools were found in his 
possession and the man was escorted 
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ATTACK! Hong Zhang is designing social robots to interact with one another. 


recreate it with the MRS. 

According to Zhang, the integral com- 
ponent is that tasks are completed simul- 
taneously and within the group: no single 
robot is in control. 

The potential that Zhang’s research 


f campus. 

Later that day, Campus Security 
received a complaint that a bike had been 
stolen from a bike rack on campus. The 
bike the man was riding earlier appar- 
ently belonged to the complainant and 
E 
c 
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dmonton Police Service is preparing 
harges to file against the thief. 


ONE-SHOED WONDER 

During a 9pm patrol on 19 August, 
Campus Security personnel heard the 
sound of breaking glass coming from the 
Dentistry and Pharmacy building. Upon 
urther investigation, an intoxicated male 
sporting one shoe was found inside the 
building. He had emptied the contents of 
a fire extinguisher in the hallway and was 
in the process of kicking out a window 
when Campus 5-0 arrived. 
The male was arrested and released 
into the custody of the EPS. While inside 
he police van, the male kicked the doors 
of the vehicle so hard that authorities 
needed to use a crowbar in order to 
get him out. EPS is preparing further 
charges against the man. The property 
damage is unknown at this time and the 
male had no University affiliation. 


HEADSTRONG HELLRAISER 
On 22 August at 2am, while ona patrol in 
the area around Newton Place, Campus 
Security received a report of a male who 
had smashed his head through a window 
of a nearby business. 

When Campus Security arrived, the 


The temperature’s dropping and fall classes are going to begin soon. 


What did you do this summer? 


Jose Rodriguez 
Grad Student 


| just worked and went to a friend’s wed- 
ding. And that’s about it. 


Monica Ma 
Business II 


- 


| went to the United States to have a holi- 
day and travel. | went to San Francisco, 
New York, Boston, places like that. My 
favorite was San Francisco because it’s 
quiet and peaceful, not dirty like New 
York. 


Deniz Dogan 
Science IV 


| got married in Turkey, in Istanbul. | got 
back to Canada about two weeks ago. 


Compiled and photographed by Cosanna Preston and Jenny Frogner 


may have on the future endeavors of 
obots is remarkable. He points out 
hat robots with collective decision- 
making and construction skills can also 
contribute to saving lives in case of ter- 
orist attacks or natural disasters. 


oe 


hardy hoodlum was bleeding and threat- 
ening nearby bystanders with a pair of 
scissors. Campus Security ensured the 
safety of the bystanders and requested 
the assistance of the EPS and called an 
ambulance for the man. EPS quickly 
responded, and the male was arrested 
and taken to the hospital for treatment 
for his injuries. 


CAMERA IN A MOTHERFUCKIN' TOILET 
City police are still looking for person(s) 
responsible for placing a hidden camera 
found in the ceiling directly above a 
women's bathroom stall in the South 
lobby of NAIT’s main campus. The inci- 
dent occurred several time since 4 July, 
with the latest incident occurring on 
24 August. 

A video recovered from the first inci- 
dent consists of footage of women using 
the bathroom stall. 

No suspects have been found, but 
investigators haven't ruled out any pos- 
sibilities. The video recording equipment 
is currently under examination by EPS 
forensics authorities. 

Campus Security has yet to receive 
any reports of a similar incident occurring 
at the U of A. For the sake of the safety 
and security of everyone who lives, 
works, or studies on campus, increased 
awareness is recommended when using 
public washroom or locker facilities. 
Anyone who finds anything suspicious in 
any campus washroom should contact 
Campus Security at 492-5050. 


Michelle Mudryk 
Education III 


| worked a lot at Starbucks and Indigo, 
but it was pretty good, especially hang- 
ing out at [my friend’s house] until two in 
the morning and then having to get up to 
goto work at 8am. 
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Tomorrow’s Professionals 
Apply Today! 


Apply On-line 


OMSAS 


_ Ontario Medical School Application Service 
September 15, 2006: Last day for registering for 
on-line applications 

October 2, 2006: Application Deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 


www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/ OLSAS 


Ontario Law School Application Service 
November 1, 2006: Application deadline — First year 
May 1, 2007: Application deadline — Upper year 


TEAS 


Teacher Education Application Service 
December 1, 2006: Application deadline 


www.ouac.on.ca/teas/ 


f 
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www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/ ORPAS 


Ontario Rehabilitation Sciences Programs 
Application Service 

(Audiology, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy/Physiotherapy, 
Speech-Language Pathology) 

January 15, 2007: Application deadline 


170 Research Lane 
Guelph ON N1G 5E2 
Www.ouac.on.ca 


ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES’ APPLICATION CENTRE 


CENTRE DE DEMANDE D'ADMISSION 
AUX UNIVERSITES DE LONTARIO 


THE GATEWAY 


The Gateway is hiring a Circulation Public 
Affairs Liaison (Circulation PAL) 


The position’s duties include: 

+ delivering the Gateway to designated locations on and 
around campus as soon as possible after delivery from 
the printer, 

+ mailing out all issues of the Gateway to subscribers 
every two weeks, 

+ sorting incoming newspapers and other publications 
and displaying them neatly in the Gateway offices, and 

* coordinating collation of the year’s issues of the Gate- 

r the production of bound editions at the end of 

he year. 


way 
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The successful applicant will: 

+ be reliable and hard-working with excellent organiza- 
ion and time-management skills, 
+ be available Tuesday and Thursday mornings and early 
afternoons (meaning no classes before 2pm on those 
days), 
* possess a valid driver's license and be able to produce 
a clean driver's abstract, and 
+ be registered in at least one course for credit during 
each of the Fall and Winter terms. 


The position requires ten hours per week (less if you're 
speedy), runs until 30 April, 2007, and pays $314.55. We 
are seeking to fill this position immediately, and will 
close the position as soon as we find an acceptable 
candidate. 


For further information or to apply, contact 
Steve Smith, Gateway Business Manager 
3-04 Students’ Union Building 

T: 780.492.6669 F: 780.492.6665 
biz@gateway.ualberta.ca 


thursday, 31 august, 2006 


MICHALMLYNARZ 


AN OPEN BOOK Who would have thought that other people could read what you post on the Internet? Universities are 
increasingly keeping an eye on what their students place on social networking sites, and have even disciplined for posts. 


Facebook use cautioned 


More and more, students are finding that online posts cause real world trouble 


CAROLYNNE BURKHOLDER 
The Ubyssey (UBC) 


VANCOUVER (CUP)—With over 7.5 
million users, the vast majority of them 
postsecondary students, Facebook is 
one of the largest social networking 
sites on the Internet. But some point 
out that an open system like Facebook, 
which can be accessed by professors, 
administrators or potential employ- 
ers, May present unexpected pitfalls 
for some students. 

“Anyone with a university e-mail 
account can get a Facebook account,” 
said Johanna Waggott, a residence-life 
manager at the University of British 
Columbia. “I don’t think students 
think about that when they are put- 
ting stuff up on their profiles.” 

She advised that students not put 
anything on Facebook that they 
wouldn’t shout out in a crowd, and 
pointed out that she has been invited 
to banned parties in her own resi- 
dence through Facebook. 

Prior to this warning, Teri Yoo, a 
second-year science student at UBC, 
said she hadn't thought about univer- 
sity officials or potential employers 
seeing her Facebook profile. 

“Tm kind of uncomfortable that 
other people can read all that informa- 
tion about me,” she said. 

However, Sean Hepple, a recent 
UBC graduate, said it doesn’t matter 
whether his professors or employers 
look him up on Facebook. He said 
he hasn’t put anything on his profile 
that he would be ashamed for them 
to see. 

Although no UBC students have been 
severely penalized because of anything 
posted on Facebook, action has been 
taken against some students attending 
universities in the United States. 


NATIONAL 
NEWS BRIEF 


Compiled by Scott Lilwall 


DEVELOPMENT FOR VANCOUVER 

OLYMPICS THREATENING ECO-SYSTEM 
VANCOUVERCCUP)—The — expansion 
of a major highway in British Columbia 
is threatening an important eco-system 
in the area, prompting locals to call for 
more to be done to protect threatened 
environments. 
Dr Diane Srivastava, University of 
British Columbia ecologist, explained that 
BC has no legislation to protect species in 


Last year, Saul Martinez, a student 
at the University of Oklahoma, was 
investigated by the Secret Service after 
he wrote on a Facebook messageboard 
that US President George Bush should 
be assassinated and replaced with a 
monkey. Months later, two Louisiana 
State University students lost their 
swimming scholarships after making 
disparaging remarks about their coach 
on Facebook. 


Last year, Saul 
Martinez, a student 

at the University 

of Oklahoma, was 
investigated by the 
Secret Service after he 
wrote on a Facebook 
messageboard that US 
President George Bush 
should be assassinated 
and replaced witha 
monkey. 


This lack of privacy and control over 
free speech concerns computer science 
Professor Richard Rosenberg. 

“T don't think universities can jus- 
tify infringing on students’ privacy,” 
he said. “Inhibiting free speech is con- 
trary to the way a university should 
operate.” 

But Rosenberg also advises students 
to use caution. 

“These websites encourage people to 
provide a lot of information and make 
connections ... but a lot of students 
aren't aware of how much information 


danger due to human development. “We 
now they're threatened, but there's noth- 
ing we can do," she said. 

While federal legislation protecting 
hreatened species exists, the provincial 
government hasn't matched this legisla- 
ion. Srivastava explained that public citi- 
zens generally are unaware of this. 

“| think Canadians in general are under 
he illusion that we have some great 
environmental legislation,’ she — said. 
“Unfortunately we don't. While we have a 
ot of endangered species ... we have some 
of the worst environmental legislation.” 
But Mike Long, Director of 
Communications in the Ministry of 
Transportation, indicated there have 
been no problems thus far on the con- 


co 


hey're giving away,” he warned. 
Several 
drafted policies on social networking 
websites. Cornell University, a private 
institution in New York, was one of 


universities have now 


the first to officially warn its students 
about the use of Facebook, stating that 
it’s important for them to remember 


that Facebook is malleable and may 
create as many obligations as it does 
opportunities for expression. 
According to Scott Macrae, UBC 
of Public Affairs, the 
University’s administrators recently 
held a meeting to discuss social net- 


Director 


working websites, but no official 
policy has been created. 

Students’ Union Vice-President 
(Student Life) Omer Yusuf explained 
that, at the University of Alberta, 
only social networking sites that are 
in some way affiliated with the U of 
A fall under the University’s Code 
of Student Behaviour (COSB), as 
they operate as an extension of the 
“University community.” 

“For Facebook, this community 
would be the ualbertafacebook.com. 
If you're using that particular commu- 
nity, and do something in offence to 
the COSB—like issuing threats—you 
would be looking at some serious 
consequences from the University. It 
would be the same thing as using your 
ualberta.ca mailing address to threaten 
someone at another ualberta.ca mailing 
address,” Yusuf said. 

“Any interaction with the U of A 
community, such as the Facebook 
community, can fall under the COSB. 
For other social networking sites, such 
as Myspace, because it isn’t affiliated 
with the University, threats and other 
offences would be dealt with by the 
police.” 


struction of the highway, and assured 
they are abiding by environmental regu- 
lations and the guidelines of their man- 
agement plans. 

“There's constant monitoring before 
work begins, the management plans 
have to be approved and signed off by 
various agencies [such as the] Canadian 
Wildlife Service so all that work has gone 
to the project before they can begin con- 
struction,” Long said. 

“They can't work outside of these 
guidelines. These are the rules that are 
required and they have to follow in terms 
of proceeding with the construction and if 
they don't follow those rules they get shot 
down." 

Amanda Stutt, the Ubyssey 


OPINION 


Federal education 
review a well-kept 
secret—until now 


IT’S AN UNFORTUNATE TRADITION FOR THE FIRST 
issue of the year to fill this editorial space with some- 
thing inspiring. But I have absolutely no advice to give 
you, my dear first-year students. 

Let’s face it—after five years at this slightly-above- 
par postsecondary institution, I’m basically as clueless 
as I was the morning I walked in. Meanwhile, there 
are others out there who are desperately in need of 
my advice, if they would but listen. 

I should talk to you about the ills of procrastina- 
tion and poor preparation, except that more often 
than not, I get my best marks on the papers I finish 
at 6am on the morning they're due. I’d tell you that 
university is tough and that you should work hard, 
but frankly I’ve yet to discern any correlation between 
how much effort I put into a class and the final grade | 
receive. University is a massive sham. Deal with it. 

No doubt you've already gotten an inkling of this 
from your over-eager orientation leader's insistence 
that, “Sociology classes will totally break out into the 
Arts chant and random times, so you’d better know 
it!” As a result, any advice I’d pass your way would be 
insincere at best. 

Instead, I’d like to spend the next 500-or-so words 
advising someone in much more dire need of it: 
Human Resource and Social Development Canada. 

You see, my good friends at HRSDC, if you're going 
to ask Canadians to “share their views regarding over- 
all objectives, governmental roles and accountability 
on postsecondary education” as part of a greater effort 
to restore fiscal balance in Canada, you might want to 
tell Canadians that you're seek their advice. I under- 
stand that you're “looking forward to hearing [our] 
views!” Still, seeing as this consultation is to close in 
little over a week, it may have been prudent to notify 
interested parties beforehand. 

I certainly didn’t know about this, and I keep my ear 
fairly close to the ground when it comes to 
postsecondary education. But no one else at our dear 
little paper had heard a peep either. Neither did Liberal 
MLA Dave Taylor, Critic for Advanced Education, 
nor University of Alberta Provost and Vice-President 
(Academic) Carl Amrhein. You know who else 
didn’t know about it? Alberta’s Minister of Advanced 
Education Denis Herard, and he’s the person in charge 
of postsecondary planning in our province—though 
perhaps he can be forgiven, since he was somewhat 
hastily appointed and may still be learning the ropes. 

How to explain the others, though, or that the U of A 
Students’ Union wouldn’t have found out, had they not 
happened upon a thread on a certain Maclean’s colum- 
nist’s weblog? This just gets curiouser and curiouser. 

As far as I can gather, Alberta isn’t an aberration in 
this either. Across the nation, those with a vested inter- 


est in postsecondary education—the “stakeholders,” 
as the PR guys like to call us—have all been caught off 
guard by the federal Conservative’s apparent desire 
for our input. They may have tried to keep this on the 
down-low, but oops—we found out anyway. 

So surf over to www3.hrsdc.gc.ca and spend a few 
minutes telling the feds what you want from your 
postsecondary education. This way, at least when they 
say they asked us we can say we told them—and that 
there’s a hell of a lot of work to be done. 

Unfortunately, the veil surrounding this survey 
speaks to the widespread problem of transparency— 
or rather the complete lack thereof—in the world 
of postsecondary education. We saw this with the 
A Learning Alberta review that ended in November 
2005, which produced many important suggestions 
but no substantive action as of yet. 

We saw this continued with the passing of Bill 40 
earlier this summer, which effectively de-legislated 
tuition policy, allowing the Alberta Government to 
change postsecondary tuition policy on a whim. We 
were assured that this was to streamline the process 
and to make things better for students, but we have 
seen little work done and again, no action. 

It’s saddening to see that our federal Conservatives, 
through this HRSDC consultation, seem poised to 
extend Alberta’s proud tradition of unaccountability 
and wordplay in lieu of tangible, concrete action. 


MATT FREHNER 


EXCELLENT, GENTLEMEN. 
(M GLAD WERE IN 
AGREEMENT. 
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THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S ASPIRATIONS 
FOR POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION HAVE NEVER BEEN 
IGHER--OR MORE FEASTBLE--THAN THEY ARE NOW. 


I THINK YOU'LL ALL AGREE 
WITH ME WHEN TI SAY THAT THIS 
MEETING HAS BEEN VERY... 
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LETTERS 


Challenge that comfort 
zone, everyone 


| was very pleased with the article 
“Pick up a book—and a lab coat” 
(10 August) by Michael Zahorodny- 
Burke. | appreciated his insight into 
the usefulness of a general degree 
while explaining how to be open- 
minded in our studies. 

The article was written very elo- 
quently. It explained how a general 
degree or variety of courses can 
help us not only in our professional 
ives but also our personal lives. | 
meet with students all the time who 
see themselves in one and only one 
profession when really they can use 
heir knowledge and interests to help 
guide them in many directions. 

At this point in my career | wish 
had explored more avenues, stud- 
ied more things, and tried harder in 
school. All of these things would 
have made me a happier and well- 
ounded person. | guess it was my 
youthfulness that kept me from 
seeing the big picture. | am not 
etting these opportunities pass 
me by any longer. | am involved 
in clubs, writing articles, exploring 


my interest in science, and danc- 
ing. Pretty well-rounded activities, 
according to Michael. 

This article was disappointing in 
one sense: the stab taken at Arts 
students. What is the point of an 
Arts degree? The point is to see the 
big picture, analyze and interpret the 
world around you with a critical mind 
and not take things at face value. The 
author seemed to imply that there is 
no practical application for an Arts 
degree—a real myth indeed! 

| challenge everyone out of their 
comfort zone today. 


AMANDA ROY 


Surly review eggs on 
emo listener 


It's a good thing that everyone is 
entitle to their own opinion (re: CD 
review, “Blue October,” 10 August). 
I'm not knocking you for yours, but 
just from the second sentence alone 
(the comment about the tin foil), | 
could make a decision that you have 
either lived a very sheltered life or are 
completely clueless. 

It was amazing that this album 
came out when it did in my case, 


YES, THIS ISTHE 
COMMISSIONER-- 
i 


OH, ITS 
YOU ADAM. 


being that this is a freakish replica 
of what I’m dealing with today, from 
the boyfriend who | found out was 
on crystal meth, to the depression 
| faced in dealing with it, it sounded 
like the songs were specifically sang 
to me—surprisingly, along with 
many others | know. 

Again, all opinions, but | do know 
one fact: the emotions are definitely 
real, whether they those of the 
person singing them or someone 
who feels and lives them like me. 


JESSICA BROOKS 


Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building, or e-mailed 
to letters @gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar- 
ity, and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libelous 
or otherwise hateful in nature. The 
Gateway also reserves the right to 
publish letters online. 

To be considered for publication, 
letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the name, student identifica- 
tion number, program and year of 
study of the author. 


YES. YOU HAVE 
THE CITY'S THANKS 
FOR STOPPING THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
FROM STEALING 
ALBERTAS TRADITION 
OF UNACCOUNTABILITY. 


MATTHEW BARRETT 
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Canadian customs 
confound confederate 


Being from the southeast, I'd like to 
know a bit more about the habits 
and customs out here. 

1) At dances, why do couples 
walk around in circles after a selec- 
tion has been played? They get 
plenty of exercise walking around 
during the music. Surely they don't 
have to supplement more during 
the interval. 

2) At a “formal dance,” do the 
men also dress formal or is it 
merely the women? Note that | am 
not referring to semi-formals. 

3) Does Friday's Gateway always 
come out on Saturday? 


“PERPLEXED” 


From the Archives is a semi-regu- 
lar feature where the Gateway 
runs historical letters that we feel 
are of particular importance. 


